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Ie Truth of the Caſe, &c. 


HETHER the Paper, mentioned in the Title Page, deſerves 
the Epithets which are there given it, the Reader will he 
able to judge, by that time he comes to the end of theſe 
Sheets; in which, if there be any thing ſaid that may ſeem 
to bear hard upon ſome Perſons, who, by their late Con- 

duct, have done no great Honour to their Profeſſions, the mult thank the Au- 

thor of the Caſe of fohn Palmer and Tho. Symonds, Gent. for it; which, though 
it were ſo notoriouſly known to be a moſt impudent Piece of Falſhood, by all 

Perſons that lived near the Scene of their execrable Villanies, and juſt Sufferings, 

that nothing needed to have been reply'd to it for the Satisfaction of ſuch; yet, 

ſince it has been of lateinduſtrioully diſperſed into ſome remoter Parts,where there 
have been great Concourſes of People, who being Strangers to what was done 
here, might be eaſily impoſed upon by that ſcandalous Account of it, it has been 
thought neceſlary to publiſh a perfect and faithful Account of the whole Proceed- 
ings, againſt thoſe two Gentlemen, and their Fellow-Criminals, Hobbint and 

Allen: : 

If the Perſon, whom Fame, and the two firſt Letters of his Name, ſpeak to 
be the Author of that Caſe, be indeed ſo, the Paper will receive no great Re- 
putation from its Author, though poſſibly he was one of the propereſt Perſons 
that could have been found ont for ſuch an Employment; for, next to Murder- 
ing a Mother, Committing Inoeſt with her, is certainly one of the blackeſt Crimes; 
and one that has been preſented for Fact and Fame of the latter, may be thought 
the fitteſt Advocate for one that has been condemn'd for the Guilt of the for- 

mer. | 

But, whoever was the Author, ſome Performance of this Kind might reaſon- 
ably be expected; for there are ſome Perſons ſtill living who did not ſhare in 
their Puniſhment, that are ſhirewdly ſuſpected to have been, in ſome meaſure, in- 
volved in the Guilt of thoſe two unhappy Gentlemen, as Acceſſary to, though 
not Actors in the bloody Tragedy with them, whoſe Intereſt it certainly is, to 
have the World poſſeſs d with an Opinion of their Innocence, that they were 
unjuſtly accus'd, and died wrongfully. | 

Dor are they the only Perſons concern'd to have the World ſo impoſed up- 

en, for Mr. Palmer was a Gentleman that had Money, and as Skin for Skin, and 

all that a Man has he will give for his Life, he had diſpoſed of it very frankly: 

And let a Cauſe be whit it will, large Fees preſented by an agreeable Hand, car- 

ty Charms that every one is not proof agaiait, as appear'd in this Caſe; for no 

leſs than four Council and ſix Attornies had been retain'd, and many other in- 
feriour Agents employ'd, who all had ſhewn a Zeal in their reſ] pective Poſts pro- 
portion d to theit Value for the Fee, and their Regard to the powerful Solicitor 
that brought ĩt. TEN | | 

Now, when after all their Labouts on behalf of their Clients, they were found 
guilty upon the ſtrongeſt and cleareſt Evidence, that ſuch black Villanies are 
ordinarily capable of; when the Verdict of the ſeyeral juries were to the entire 

Satisfaction of the Judge, the Bench, and the whole Country; and when the 

Conviction of the Priſoners look'd like ſome fort of Arraignment of their Adyo- 

cates, 'twas not ſtrange that Complaints were induſtriouſly ſpread abroad, of 

the Hardſhips of the Tryals, the Violence of the Proſecution, and the Injuſtice 
of the Verditts. 


But, after Mr. Pal mer's and Mr. Symonds Confeſſions, both by Word of Mouth; . 


and under their Hands, had filenc'd all ſuch Complaints, and juſtified the Pro- 
ceedings that had been againſt them, nothing remain'd to be done farther for 
the Reputation of ſome Relations, and the Service of other Perſons, who had 

recciv's 


—_— 


man at the Chamber-door,, whom he embrac'd 
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teceir d Mr. Palmer's Money, and pawn'd their own Credit, unleſs they could 
perſuade Him and Mr. Smends to retract their Confeſſions, as having been ex- 


torted from them by ſome indirect Methods. | 
What Arguments were uſed to prevail with them to do fo, is not certainly 


known; but the moſt probable Account of that Matter ſeems to be this: . 
They perſuaded them, “ That a Three Weeks Reprieve having been 
© ohtain'd for them, there was room for repeating the Applications which 
«< had been made for a Pardon; which, by the aſſiſtance of Friends, and help 
« of ſome Monies rightly plac'd, might probably be procured for them, but 
te that their Confeſſions ſtood in the way; the Crimes of which they were con- 
de victed, being of ſo heinous a Nature, and ſo aggravated by Circuniſtances, 


that while they own'd themſelves guilty of them, they could not hope for 
« Mercy; That they muſt therefore obſtinately deny the Facts, and aſſert their 
% Innocency; and as to their Confeſſions, they might attribute them to their 
* Surprize and Fear of Death, which made them accuſe themſelyes wrongfully, 
eto gain ſome longer time of Life. N | | 


In Fact, within few days after their Reprieve, they diſown'd their Confeſ- 


ſions; Applications were made above for their Pardon, to the Judge that con- 


demn'd them, by Mrs. Palmer, and a Serjeant at Law, to a Noble Lord, as ap- 
pears by Mr. Palmer's Letter to his Lordſhip, and at Court alſo. Fhat Money 
was laid out for theſe Purpofes, is evident from a Bill of an Eminent Attorney, 
Mr. V. B. with whieh the Reader is here preſeated. © | | 


A Trne Copy of a Bill a to Mr. Palmer by Mr. W. B. G CWG. 

33 J. 4. . x J. J. 4, 
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— 


Sum Tot. 85 16 07 


Mr. V. H. another of Mr. Palmer's Attorneys, had 45> Guineas more to di- 
ſpoſe of; but theſe are ſmall Articles in Mr. Palmer's Expences, if he himſelf 
may be believed, who ſays, in his pretended Dying Speech, That at the time of 
his Mother's Death, he had 700 I. and upwards, at Intereſt ; and yet declares, in 
a Letter that he wrote ſome time before his Execution, That he was not then 
worth 5 Il. in the World. | bg 

In the mean time, the unhappy Prifoners were fo continually engag'd in Coms 


* 


pany, who entertain'd them with Drinking, Noiſe, and vain Amuſements, that - 


they came ſeldom to Prayers with their Ordinary: Some worthy Divines, who 
were deſirous to have aſſiſted them in their main Concern, found great Diſſicul- 
tics in getting to them, and ſmall Encouragement to renew their Viſits when 
they had been with them. One Inſtance of the Reception a Clergy-Man found 


from them, muſt not be omitted; the Perſon is Mr. Wh. that had been a Neigh- 


bour, and a Friend of Mr. Palmer's, and an Evidence for him at his Tryal, who, 
in a Letter, gives this melaneholy Account of his laſt Viſit. | 


Hen I made my laſt Viſit to them in the Gaol, and enquired ſor Palmer, Ima» 

told he was at Dinner; and deſired to go into another Room, where he woul 
quickly be with me. After ſome time, Mr. Symonds came into the Room where E was) 
and a my Name, what my Bufineſs mas there? and mith whom I would ſpeak ?, 
When I had anſwer'd theſe Oveftions, as I thoughs convenient, be told me, Hi Brother 
Palmer world be there preſently. Then turning himſelf from me, he met a Young Ne 
after a fond and familiar manner: But 
when ſhe ſaw me, ſhe ſtartgd from bis Arms, in a ſeeming Confuſton, and retired for 
forme time. After which ſhe return'd again; and whilſt I was talking with Palmer in 
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Pocket, which will be conſider'd in their proper Places: And at pre 


3 
one part of the Room, ſhe ſat with ſome Men that were in another ; (for, by thu time 3 
there mas a noily Company got together, talling about Cock-fighting, &c.) Then I ſaw 
Symonds go to a Bed that was in the Room; the Curtains being draw'd cloſs, (ſo far 
4s I could perceive from the Place where I was) and after he had been there ſome time, 
he call d the foremention'd Woman, by the Name of Betty, to come to him, and be with 
him; which ſhe did, and continued there till he was aſleep ; and then leaving him, ye- 
turn d to her former Company. About this time it was, that Palmer was told, that 
Mr. Clopton, and his Brot her- in- Law Ar. Stanton, were come to fee him; but he 
being unwilling (as he pretended) to appear, went to the Bed, aad awaken'd his Bro- 
ther Symonds, and telling him who were there, deſired him to go to them: Upon Sy- 
monds's frequent Refuſal, he ſeveral times urged him, with Faith, you ſhall. But this 
not prevailing, 1 heard him ſay, by God, you ſhall; and then, God damn you, but 
vou ſhall. Then I (as by Office and Duty bound) reproved him for theſe horrid Ex- 
preſſions, and ſome other Indecencies, he made me no Anſwer : But at taking my leave 
of him, laughed in my Face, and rudely went from me to the rabble Company, that was 
in his Room, there to divert himſelf with a Diſcourſe concerning Cock-fighting, after 


that ſhort, but (I believe) to him tedious Interval of Seriouſneſs, my Company and Diſ- 


courſe had oblig d him to, 


How long they were fed with vain Hopes of a Pardon, and whether they 
were thoroughly undeceiv'd till Mrs. Palmer's Return from London, which was 
the Day before” their Execution, they know beſt, who had the Management of 
Be that as it will, thoſe who had been ſo ſucceſsful in perſuading them to re- 
tract their Confeſſions before, could not find much Difficulty in prevailing with 
them to perſiſt in that RetraQtion to the end of their Lives. | 

For they were Perſons moſt groſly ignorant in Matters of Religion, who had 
been hardly ever ſeen at Church, had lived without God in the World, divi- 
ding their Jime betwixt Recreations and Debauchery; and how habitual Cour- 
ſes of Sinniag deaden the Force of natural Conſcience, and provoke God to 
withdraw his Grace, and give Men up to a Reprobate Senſe, too frequent Expe- 
rience ſadly ſhews..  _ "> | 
\ What then could guard theſe poor Wretches againſt ſuch Applications as 
heſe? © You have accounted for your unhappy Confeſſions, as owing to your 
e own Fears, and the prevaricating Attemps of thoſe who extorted them from 
you: You have-boldly declared your Innocency ; and if you ſhould now a- 
& gain own your Guilt, you can do your ſelves no good by it, cannot fave your 
« Lives, but will make your Deaths infamous, and leave Blots upon your Fa- 
e, milies; You will. ſacrifice the Reputations of thoſe, who have been your 


< traelt Friends, and expoſe your neareſt Relations; whereas, by perſiſting 
„ in your Brave Declarations of your Innocency, you will die with Honour, 


te leave your Families unblemiſh'd, as to the black Crimes charg'd upon you, 
c and your Friends ſafe. © Such Diſcourſes as theſe could not eaſily fail of Suc- 
te ceſs upon Perſons that had no Apprehenſions of another World. | 
Whether theſe, or whatever other were the Arguments that prevailed with 
them, Palmer deliver'd to the Sheriff, at the Gallows, a Paper, denying his 
Guilt; and another, to the ſame purpoſe, was ſaid to be found in - apr 
ent, this 
only Remark.ſhall be made upon them, That whoever knew theſe Gentlemen, 
maſt. be ſatisfied, that neither could write one Paragraph of them. 
. . The Reader ſhall be no longer detain'd from ſeeing what he may expect in the 
following Sheets, than while one Obſervation is made upon the Perſon's Since- 
my that wrote the Caſe,” which has given occaſion to the Printing of this Re- 
tion, peers! CT 208. » | 
Page 4. he writes thus: —— Ar. Palmer receiving ſuch Intelligence, (viz. that 
Giles Hunt was talen, and his Mother, Ars. Palmer's Goods found upon him) came 
to Worcelter, reſolv'd to proſecute the ſaid Hunt to the utmoſt Extremity, Where- 
_ the ſaid Giles Hunt impeach'd the ſaid Mr. Palmer, Mr. Symonds, and with 
them Hobbins: And upon the Evidence of the ſaid Hunt, the ſaid Palmer and 


Symonds were committed, tryed, and receiv'd Sentence of De at hi 


In which Paragraph, the Writer would impoſe upon his Reader three noto- 
rious Falſhoods, chi | 


* . 


B 1, That 


1. That Palmer, upon the Intelligence of Hunt's being. taken, and his Mos 
ther's Goods found upon him, came voluntarily to Worceſter to proſecute Hum. 
2. That upon Palmer's coming to proſecute Hunt, Hunt impeach'd Palmer and 
Symonds. | 3 N 42 
: 3. That Palmer and Symonds were convicted 


Evidence of Giles Hunt. Whereas | | N | 
1. Tho. Palmer had Intelligence of his Mother's Goods being found upon 


and condemned upon the angle 


| Hunt,, by Jo. Hawkſwoed, abbut Six of the Clock in the Evening: He was fo 


far from coming in voluntarily to proſecute Hum, that he came not at all, till 
he was brought in the next day by Warrant from the Juſtices of the Peace. 
2. Palmer's coming to proſecute Hunt, was ſo far from being the occaſion of 
Hunt's impeaching Palmer, that Hunt's Information againſt Palmer was the 
Foundation of that Warrant, by which Palmtr was taken and brought in. 
3. Tis ſo far from Truth, that they were convicted upon Hum's ſingle Evi- 
dence; that it may be, no Teſtimony was ever ſo ſtrongly ſupported by Varie- 
ty of Circumſtances and Facts, as Hunt's was. | 
All which will be very clearly made out ia the tollowing Narrative, which 
will conſiſt of theſe Parts. 3 . inch 
1. An Account of the two barbarous Murders committed at Bradferron, and 
Upron-Snoasbury ; of the taking of the Criminals ; With levers! material Paſ- 
fages that happen'd between their Apprehenſions and Tryals.*” | 
2. The Evidence that was given at the Tryal, both tor the Queen, and for 


= 


the Priſoners. ee 
3. An Account of the Occaſion of the Biſhop of Oxford's going to the Priſo- 


them : Written by the ſaid Biſhop. ox, A TIES 
4. An Account of what paſs'd between the Ordinary and the Priſoners: ©” * 
5. Remarks upon the Papers, call'd their Dying Speeches, 5 
An curmels Houſe of Bradforton, near Eveſham in Werceſterſhire, was burnt, 
ſhe init, Tueſday night, Feb. 4. 1705 This was then ſuppoſed to have been 


an Accident; and might have been thought ſo to this day, if the Murder of 


Mrs. Palmer and her Maid, and the burning her Houſe at Upton-Snodsbu?y, hac 
not been diſcover'd. No doubt, the Security with which the Firſt Murder was 
committed, gave Encouragement to the undertaking the Second; and the Second 
was the occaſion of the Diſcovery of the Fil. | e 
Mrs. Palmer, of Uton-Snodsþury, a Place about four Miles from Worcefter, and 
her Maid, were murder'd, and her Houſe burnt, on Friday night, Nov. 7. 170, 
The Diſcovery whereof was in this manner. Foe. " 
- The Widow Clerk, who was a near Neighbour to Mrs. Palmer, as ſhe lay ih 
her Bed that Night, heard the Shrieks of a Woman twice; upon which, ſhe 
ot up; and when ſhe came to the Lane that leads to Mrs. Palmer's Houſe," ſhe 
w the Flame break out of the Houſe ; She then cal'd ſome Neighbours, who 
making haſte to the Houſe, came time enough to take out Mrs. Palmer's Body 
but the Houſe fell in before they could take out the Maid's. Had it fallen he- 
fore Mrs. Palmer was taken out, this might have paſs'd for an Accident, as that 
Fire at Braaforton had done: But the deadly Wounds that appear'd iu ber 
Skull, Face, and Breaſt, as well as her bloody Cloaths, demonſtrated this" to 
have been a moſt barbarous Murder. „ 
Notice of this was carried to her Son, Mr. Palmer, who lived at Libery, RA 

a mile off, by Jo. Wiggford, about Two of the Clock in the Morning. amen 

came down to Upton , but would not be perſuaded to look at his murder'd Mo- 
ther, or come near her Body, either while ſhe lay there, or after ſhe was brought 
to his Houſe. * eee >> 4h 
This Shyneſs could not proceed from Tenderneſs to his Mother, whom he 
hated living; and for whom, when dead, he ſhew'd ſo little Concern, that 
when ſome Farthings, among other things, were taken out of the Pockets of her 
bloody Cloaths, by thoſe who laid out her Body, he diverted himſelf with throw- 


* 


ing them on the Ground, for Boys to ſcramble for them. 


Poſſibly, he was apprehenſive of ſome ſuch thing, as befel his Brother Symonds 
upon his going near the Body, on the Day of the Funeral, whoſe Noſe fell a 
bleeding; and which could hot be ſtop'd, till ke went from the Body; and up- 
on his Return, fell a bleeding afreſh, and did not leave off, till he left the 


Body again. This 


2 


This might have been ooget too trifling a Remark, if Mr. Symonds's Laws 
yers had nat judg'd it fo conſiderable, as to provide him an Anſwer to it, in 
the Brief they drew up, far his Uſe, at his Tryal: In which, after a general 
Direction to obſerve the circumſtantial Evidence that ſhould be given againſt him, and 
to be ready to give it a Turn, or prove it tobe Falſe ; they give him this particular 
Advice: © If they prove the Circumſtance of your Noſe bleeding at the Fune- 
s ral of Mrs. Palmer; Anſwer, That it is the Unhappineſs of your Conſtitu- 
<« tion, to be very: apt to bleed at the Noſe; and prove, that it has been ſo, 
« by ſome Witneſſes, long before, and ſince that time. Which was, at leaſt, 
as good a Turn, as Mr. Palmer was adviſed to give, to the Circumſtance of 
Blood that was upon his Coat; who was bid to ſay, That he had been Hunting 
that Day, and took up 4 bloody Hare. But ſure, the Counſel , who whiſper'd that 
Turn in his Ear, bad forgot, that Mr. Palmer had pleaded, that he had not been 
out of his Houſe that Day. But to return: 
- While Palmer was at Upton, William Brown, of that Pariſh, ſaid to him, He 
wonder d hom the bloody Murderers could reſt? To which Palmer reply'd, They 
would kep themſelves up with Strong-Liquors. A Method too ſadly practis'd by 
Palmer and Symonds! which yet could not make Palmer eaſie; who, as He 
Jennings and John Woodward, Pariſhioners with Palmer, fay, was fo reſtleſs after 
the Murder, that he would go from Home, ſometimes to Mich, and ſometimes 
to Worceſter, and liea Night or two at a Place: And when he lay at his own 
Houſe, had ſeveral Perſons to watch with him, two ia his own Chamber, and 
others below. But all this while, he took little care to diſcover the Murderers. 
He did not apply to any Juſtice of the Peace, till the Sunday after the Murder ; 
1 and then was ſeat for by Fan. Sheldon, Eſq; a Juſtice of the Peace in his Neigh- 
* bourhood. He did indeed apprehend one Francis Hale, on ſuſpicion of the 
8 Murder and Burning, who was very ualikely to be guilty thereof: The Houſe 
FF which was burat, being his own Houſe, which he had built on his own Land. 
But as Hale had been preſs d for a Soldier, and run away from his Colours, if 
Fear of being hang'd for Deſertion, together withithe Offer Mr. Palmer made 
him, (as Hale often declared, once to Philip Hill and Dickinſon Greenback of Wor - 
ceſter, and once to Palmer and Symonds themſelves, in the Preſence of the Jao- 
ler's Wife) of a Hanger, and Piſtols, and Money, to go off, would have pre- 
vail'd with, him to have made his Eſcape, he might have carried away the Su- 
Nan of Guilt from Palmer; but he would not ſtir, and was committed on Su- 
ſpicion to Priſon. EP) | | Ks 
This Conduct of Palmer's, together with his known Hatred to, and vile 
Uſage of his Mother, of which ſhe had frequently complain'd to her Neigh- 
bours; particularly, ſhe told the Widow Jones, That ſhe fear d her Son would 
murder her: Nay, told her Son himſelf, in the hearing of Elizabeth Randal, 
who was then her Servant, That ſhe knew he hated her, and would murder her, if 
it were not for fear of being hang d; and then warn'd him (as ſhe had done ſeveral 
times) of Symonds, and his Company, ſaying, They would bring him to hang ing. 
Theſe things created ſo violent a Suſpicion in that Neighbourhood, of Palmer's 
being concern'd in the Murder, that Mr. Tho. Perks, Jun. told him, the Wedneſ- 
day after it, that he was ſuſpected to be guilty of it; and Tho. Marriot, of 
cChurchhill, told him the ſame, the Saturday following. Yet all this did not quicken 
his Endeavours to diſcover the Murderers ; nor did he offer any Reward for that 
-purpoſe ; tho? he had an Advertiſement drawn up to be inſerted in the Gazette, 
which he kept in his Pocket. 
Thurſday, Nov. 20. Mr. Parks, Vicar of Upton, inform'd the Biſhop of Oxford, 
That one Francis Fackſon ſaw one Giles Hum come into his Brother's Houſe, 
where the ſaid Hunt and his Wife then lived, on Saturday the 8th of November, 
early in the Morning, and that he had Blood upon his Sleeves and Breeches. 
Joes being ſent for, and depoſing the ſame, a Warrant was immediately iſ- 
Jued out for the apprehending Giles Hunt; who being brought before the ſaid 
Biſhop, and Tho. Hd, Eſq; another Juſtice of Peace for the County, was exa- 
min'd about the Blood upon his Cloaths; and, where he had been that Night. 
He own'd, that his Cloaths were bloody, which was occaſion'd by a Quarrel with 
2 Soldier; and ſaid, That he did not go to his Brother's Houſe that Night, 
dut lay at Hemnicks- Hill, a place about a Mile from Worceſter, where his Wife's 
- Grandfather and Aunt, Simon Smith and Joan Leyes lived. The Conſtable was 
then charg'd with Hunt, whillt a Warrant was ſent for the ſaid Smith and Lees; 
N who 


whb coming before the ſaid Juſtices, ſaid, That Giles Hunt had been at their 
. ( Houſe on Friday the th of November; but went away from thence, one ſaid a- 
bout Five or Six, the other: between Three and Four that Evening, and came no 
more to their Houſe that Night. And, upon their falſifying what Hunt faid, 
as to the Place where he lay that Night, and upon the poor Account which He 
gave of the Blood upon his Cloaths, he was committed to the Caſtle, on Suſpicion 
of the aforefaid Murders and Burning. * | IT 
A Warrant was then directed to the Conſtable, to ſearch the ſaid Hunt's Bro- 
ther's Houſe; who repairing thither, found ſeveral Pewter Plates, Sheets, and 
.-Napkins; mark'd with A. P. the firſt Letters of Mrs. Alice Palmer's Names. 
When an Account of this was brought to Hum in the Priſon, he preſently con- 
feſs'd, that he was guilty; that he and three more murder'd the Woman, and 
fr'd the Houſe. . Hunt was then ſent for to the Biſhop of Oxford, Dr. Lloyd, 
[ Chancellor of Worceſter, Charles Cocks, Tho. Wyld, and Tim. Brigginſhaw, Eqs; 
- Juſtices of the Peace for that County, _ 5 | 
1 ; While Hum was under their Examination, one John Hamlſwood, a Saddler of 
if * Worceſter, who was in the Priſon when Hunt confeſsd, went over to Palmer's 
; Houſe at Zibery, who calling at the Gate, and telling his Name, was let in 
by Palmer himſelt, without any Light. The firſt thing Hawkfwood ſaid to Palmer, 
was, if he would come to Worceſter, he might ſee ſome of his poor Mother's 
4 Goods: To which Palmer reply'd, I. it come out? and then askd, how and 
"} by what means, and what fort of a Perſon the Man was who diſcover'd ; 
wh of which Hawkſwood inform'd him. Palmer then ask'd Hawkſwood , if Hunt 
1 had accu d ever a Woman? He told him, he had not heard of any; for 
Hunt had not yet impeach ; only had faid, there were Four of them, Twp - 
of which might be taken that Night; but he believ'd, he would impeach. - 
no body, but himſelf; becauſe he heard him ſay, if be ſhould impeach, the De- 
vil would tear him in Pieces. OED | et. : 
. Hawkſwood ask'd Palmer, ſeveral times, to come over with him to Worceſter; 
but his Anſwer was, if Hawkſwood would ſtay till next day, he would. He 
ſays, there were in the Houſe with Palmer, his Wife, Mrs. Symonds his Wife's 
Mother, and Sheldon Stevens, who had marry'd Mrs. Symonds Siſter ; That he 
did not hear Stevens ſpeak one Word; That Mr. Palmer and his Wife fell into 
- a great Conſternation, which Mrs. Symonds perceivihg, ſaid, What do ye hin- 
nel for now? Come, Let's be merry, ſince he has brought us ſuch good Newt 
Hawkſwood ſays, he thought he had brought them Welcome News; but found 
it was not ſo acceptable to them, as to their Neighbours : Nor could he 
prevail with Palmer to come over to Worceſter, and fo left them. fp 
Hunt was this while before the Juſtices, who own'd, as he did before to the 
Jaoler, That one of the Four was call'd Tom Dum; but refuſed, for ſome hours, 
zo diſcover the other Two ; ſometimes ſaying, That the Devil would fetch him, 
it he did, he had bound himſelf with ſo many Curſes to the contrary ; ſome- - 
times, That they were too great for him, and that Might would overcome 
Right: And though he gave ſeveral Hints, that they were Perſons well ac- 
quainted with Mrs. Palmer's Houſe; and related to her, he would not ſpeak 
out, till his Wife and his Brother-in-Law fell down on their Knees to him, 
and, with Tears, beg'd him to confeſs; and then he ſaid, that the other Two ' 
were Mr. Thomas Symonds, whom he well knew, and one whom they callu 
Mr. Palmer, and ſaid he was the Murder'd Woman's Son; but he had not 
known him before. After his Confeſſion was taken down, which was between 
Ten and Eleven of the Clock, a Warrant was ſent, that Night, for the Ap- 
prehending of Mr. Palmer, and the Officer took him in his Bed with his Wife, 
and brought him in, the next Morning, to Worceſter, being Friday the 21ſt 6f 
November. While Palmer was before the reſt of the Juſtices, Mr. Chancellor 
Lloyd took with him Mr. Thomas Oliver, Regiſter of the Dioceſe, and went to 
the Caſtle to examine Hunt more particularly; and, among other Queſtions, 
ask'd Hunt what ſort of a Perſon Mr. Palmer was. Hunt deſcribed him to be 
a thin, pale-faced Man, with a brown Natural-Periwig, or Hair of his own 
of the ſame Colour, and much about his own Height. This was between Ten 
. and Eleven, which the Reader is deſired to take Notice of, when he comes to 
the Evidence given at the Tryal, for Palmer, by R. V. 8 ford. 
When Palmer was told by the Juſtices, That he was accus'd for the Murder 
of his Mother, and that a Hanger, which he had by his Side, muſt be m_ . 
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from him, he threw it down in the Window, and with it a Caſe of loaded 
Piltols, which he had in his Coat-Pocket; and appear'd to be in a very great 
Confuſion ; but more eſpeciallf, when he was ask'd, if he knew Churchill Oak, 
(that being the Place, where Hunt had ſaid, they all Four met, in order to 
their deſign'd Villany.) Palmer was told, that there was very poſitive Evi- 
| dence againſt” him, and it behoov'd him to make good Proof, where he was 
that Night on which the Murders were committed: He gave a very poor and 
perplex'd Anſwers but ſaid, That Friday, the 7th, he had taken Phyſick, had not 
been out of his Houſe all that day, and went to bed at Five of the Clock in the Eve- 
ning: Being askK'd, who lay with him that Night, he ſaid , Nobody; That his 
Wife lay in another Bed, by reaſon of his Taking Phyſick. 

After his Examination, the Juſtices being inform'd , That Sheldon Stevens 
( who came to Town with Palmer) was the Perſon, in whoſe Houſe Thomas 
Symonds lodg'd, he was examin'd upon Oath, and depos'd, That Tho. Symonds 
liv'd at his Houſe, and uſually lay with him; That he heard of Mrs. Palmer's 
Murder, early on Saturday Morning, the 8th of November, he having riſen about 
Four that Morning, to*go to Worceſter Market: Being ask'd , whether Thomas 
Symonds lay that Night with him, he anſwer'd, he could not fay it: Being 
deſired to recolle& himſelf, and told, twas but a Fortnight ſince, and that 
his Riſing ſo early that Morning might give ſome Help to his Memory, and 
then ask'd, whether he left any one in his Bed when he roſe, he ſaid, he could 
not ſay he did: Being again ask d, upon his Oath, whether Thomas S;monds lay 
that Night in his Houſe, he anſwer'd, he would not, for the World, ſay it. 

A Warrant was then ſent out, for the Apprehending of Thomas Symonds. 

That Evening, Palmer was confronted by Hunt, at the Talbot in Sydbury. Hunt 
was placed in a Room in that Inn, and ſome of the Juſtices of the Peace with 
him: As ſoon as Palmer came within Hunt's Sight, tho' he had no Links upon 
him, nor any thing to diſcover him to be a Priſoner; and ſeveral Perſons came 
in with him, ſome near his Shape and Colour, Hunt immediately cry'd out; 
throwing himſelf backwards to the Window, Guilty, guilty, that's the Man. 

A Friend of Palmer*s then ask'd Hunt, What colour'd Cloaths Palmer had on 
the Night that the Murder was committed? To which Hunt reply'd, That, 
as well as he could judge, by the Light they had that Night, they were brown; 
and, he believ'd, the ſame Wig that he had now on. This Particular the 
Reader is delir'd to keep in his Mind, when he comes to his Man, J. Amphlet's 
Evidence. Palmer was then committed. 3 

Much about that time, Tho. Sinner, who was ſent with Jahn Stephens, and 
John Gibbs, ſworn Conſtables for that purpoſe, to apprehend Symonds, brought 
him into the aforeſaid Inn, having ſurprized him at the Houſe of Jo. Crump, at 
Piddle, (an Ale-houſe, where Symonds ſpent a great part of his Time.) As they 
were on their Way towards Pidale, they enquir'd of Two Perſons, whom they 
met, Whether they had ſeen Mr. Tho. Symonds of late? Who reply'd, That 
they had not ſeen him ſince the Murder of Mrs. Palmer and her Maid; and that 
they heard, he had hired an Horſe, and was gone out of the Country. How- 
ever, they went on to Piddle; and Skinner entring Crump's Houſe, and hearing 
Company in an inner Room, open'd the Door, and there found Symonds, Crump, 
and Two more, drinking; Symonds's Boots, Saddle, and Hanger, lying in the 
Room. Skinner going boldly up to Symonds, told him, He arreſted him in the 
Queen's Name, for the Murder of Mrs. Palmer and her Servant. Symonds deny'd 
the Fact, and would ſeem to brave it out, calling for Ale, and drinking it as 
faſt as he could. But, after Skinner had told him, That the Murder was ſworn 
poſitively upon him, he fell into ſuch a Confuſion, and Diſtraction of Thought, 
that though he had been, for tnany Years, very well acquainted- with Skinner; 
yet, for an hour together, in all his Diſcourſe, he call'd Skinner by the Name 
of Story, which was the Name of the Perſon that then kept the County Gaol. 
While Sinner and Stephens (who came in ſoon after Sk nner) were ſitting with 
Symonds, Crump, and the other Two Perſons in the Room; Crump told them, 
That Mr. Symonds had hired an Horſe to go off, and given 5 5. for the Hire, and 
that the Bridle was then on the Horſe : And quickly after, the Horſe was 
brought thither , and Symonds ſer upon him, and brought Priſoner to Mor- 
ce $7} | | 

2 As they were on the Road, S:monds riding near Stephens, reach'd out his 
Hand to have taken Ste phens s Hanger from him; and had near done it, han, 
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Sinner being juſt behind Symonds, prevented it, threatning to ſhoot” him; if he 
offer'd at any ſuch thing again. ; 


Whea they came within a Mile of the City, Mis. Stevens, the Wife of Sheldon 
Stevens of Piddle, and Aunt to Symonds, who accompany'd him to Worceſter, 


riding behind her Man, was heard, both by Skinner and Jo. Stephens, inſtructing 


her Man what he ſhould fay, in caſe he ſhould be examin'd before the Juſtices, 
viz, If he were asked where Symonds lay, the Night of the Murder, he ſhould ſay, 


with bis Maſter : If he were asked where ſhe, his Miſtreſs, lay that Night, he ſhould 


- ſay, in another Room: That their Houſe being out of Order, and Workmen repairing 


it, Mr. Symonds could lie no where but with his Maſter. 


When Symonds was brought before the Juſtices, and charg'd with the Mur- 
ders, he ſeem'd to be in great. Diforder : And being examin'd, and giving a 
very poor Account of himſelf, was committed to the Gaol. | 

Saturday, 22. Palmer's Wife, and his Wife's Mother, Mrs. Symonds, with ſe- 
veral of their Servants, came over to Worceſter, prepar'd to haye given Evi- 
dence on the behalf of Palmer: One of the Servants, whoſe Name was Jo. Amph- 
let, came into a Room, where the Jultices were, and deſir'd to be ſworn. Be- 
ing ask'd what he could ſwear ? He ſaid, he would ſwear, That bis Maſter Pal- 
mer went to bed on Friday the 7th of November, at Eight of the Clock; and farther, 
That hu Maſter never wore brown Coat hs; though there was no Mention made of 


Cloaths. Being ask'd, How long he had lived with Mr. Palmer? He ſaid, Three 


ee. Being ask'd, On what Day of the Week, and Month, he was hired to 
his Maſter? He ſaid, He could not tell. Being ask'd, In what Month he was 
hired ? He ſaid, He could not tell; but if that were on the 71h of November, it muſt 
be ſome time in the Month before. Being ask'd, What Month was next before No- 
vember? He ſaid, He could not tell. Being told, That having liv'd fo little a 
time with his Maſter, he could not ſwear, upon his own Knowledge, that his' 
Maſter never wore brown Cloaths, but upon the Information of ſome other: 
He ſaid, Tes, he was told it by Old Madam Symonds, who came with him tbat 
Morning to Town, and inſorm d him of both thoſe Particulars, and beg d him, for God's: 
ſake, and for Chriſt's ſake, to ſwear them. ot 7 5 

As hopeful an Evidence as this was, Affidavits were drawn up for him, and 
Eight more, who were conducted by a certain Attorney, R. S. (who wasegpri-. _ 
manded for it by the Judge in Court) to a Maſter in Chancery. The Attorney: 
told the Maſter, That theſe were Affidavits to be made uſe of in a Cauſe depend- 
ing in Chancery; and by that Impoſition upon the Maſter, prevail'd with him 
to ſwear the Witneſſes to the Affidavits, as the Maſter ſwore at the Tryal. The 
true Uſes they made of them, were theſe; Firſt, They tied the poor Eviden- 
ces down by an Oath, that they could not go back from the Story they had cook'd 
up for them. | | ; | | | | 

In the next place, many Copies were made of thoſe Aſſidavits, which were 
induſtriouſly ſpread about the Country, to prepoſſeſs the People, eſpecially ſuch 
as were like to be upon the Juries, in Fayour of the Priſoners. 

That Day, Nov. 22. while Palmer's Wife, Mother, and Servants, were at 
Worceſter, the aforeſaid Attorney went, by Directions from Palmer, to Palmers 
Houſe at Libery, carrying with him Ten or Eleven Keys: The Pretence was, to 
fetch ſome Money for the Priſoner, and to remove ſome Cattle, and Effects, off 
the Eſtate. What he did there is not known; but he was in the Houſe long 
enough to have remov'd Writings, or any thing elſe, that might have told 
Tales. | | 3 | | 

The Diſcovery of theſe Murders at Upton, was the Occaſion of the Diſcovery 
of the Murder of Ann Cormel at Bradforton, which, till this time, was believed to 
have been an Accident. The aforeſaid Hawkſwood was, on Monday, Decemb. 1. 
at Eveſham, in Company with one Price of Bradforton; and diſcourſing about 
the Murders and Burning at Uptor, Price ſaid, Such a thing happen'd in their 
Town; that a Woman had ſeen a Silver Box, and a Pair of Silver Claſps, and 
Two Gold Rings, in Giles Hunt Cuſtody : Which Box, Claſps, and Rings, 
had been pawn'd to Ann Cormel, by Joſeph Wall. Hawkſwoed adviſed Price to 
ſend Wall over to Worceſter , who came. accordingly to Hawkſwood, the Thurſday 


following. Hawkſwood and Wall got a Warrant, and ſearchd a Houſe at Hen- 


nicks- Hill, where Hunt's Wife's Grandfather and Aunt lived, and where ſome of 
Hunt's things were; and there found the aforeſaid Box. That Evening? Fe. 
Mall having a mind to ſee the Priſoners, Palmer and Symonds, went with Hawk/-: 


wood 
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wood to the Caſtle: When they came there, Hawk/wood told Symonds of their 
finding the aforeſaid Box, to which Symonds reply d, Let me ſee you again to Mor- 
row. They then went into a Room; and when they were fat down, Joſ. Wall 
began to-talk about his Box and Rings, how he came by them, and how he had 
pawn'd them to Am Cormel. At which Diſcourſe, Palmer and Symonds ſeem'd 
uneaſy: And Palmer beckon'd to Hawkſwood to come to him; which he did: 
And Palmer deſir d him to ſpeak to Foſ. Wall, to ſay no more about the Box. This 
was before Hunt had confeſs'd any thing of the Bradforton Murder. 

The Juſtices examin'd Hunt about it that Night: He at firſt diſown'd his 
knowledge of it; but when they ſhew'd him Wal”s Box, he look'd very pale and 
confus'd. It being late, they bid him conſider that Night, and give them his 

Anſwer next Day. The next Morning, Hunt told Mr. Taylour, a Divine, That 
| he had a great Burden upon his Conſcience}, and confeſs d the whole Matter to him, 
which he did afterwards to the Juſtices, ſaying, That he, Dun, Symonds, and 
one Allen, were concern d in that Fact. Upon which, a Warrant was ſent out 
againſt Alen; who being apprehended, and brought to Hunt, Hunt immediate- 
ly, upon Sight of him, accus'd him of the Murder of Bradforten. How plainly 
he diſcover'd his Guilt, at his Apprehenſion, will appear from ſeveral Eviden- 
ces that ſwore againſt him at his Tryal. But it may not be improper, in this 
place, to give an Account of the Depoſitions of his Kinſwoman, and Friend, 
Sarah Allen, whoſe Houſe, as ſhe ſays, he uſed as his own. She depoſes, That 
her Brother James Allen, being ſent to John Allen's Maſter, one Court of Somer- 
fields Aſton, to know if John Allen lay at his ſaid Maſter's Houſe the Night of 
the Bradforton Murder; and telling John Allen, at his Return, That his Maſter 
could not tell whether he lay at his Houſe that Night or not; He the ſaid John 
Allen reply'd, That then he was a dead Man. 

But, through the good Management of the Agents, Alen's Maſter and Dame, 
with Two Boys, were 3 on, and inſtructed to ſwear, they ſaw him at 
Home the Night on which the Murder was committed at Bradforton.: Which 
© might poſlibly be true, and Allen nevertheleſs guilty of the Murder; the Place 
where he then lived, being but four Miles from Bradferton. But it is very re- 
markable, That at the Tryals for both the Murders, not only that at Upron, 
whichhappen'd nearer the time of the Aſſizes, but this alſo at Bradforton, which 
was committed above a Twelve-month before, Children, and ignorant Perſons, 
-were taught to remember, and ſwear to the Month of the Year, the Day of the 
Month, and Week, and Hour of the Day, who knew not one Month from ano- 
ther, nor could tell on what Day any thing happen'd, in which they were near- 
ly concern'd themſelves. toll 

Allen being committed, there remain'd only Tom Duz to be apprehended : 
Several Perſons were brought on Suſpicion before Hunt, whom he immediately 
acquitted ;' and indeed, that Criminal was in vain enquir'd after under that aſ- 
' ſamed Name. 

At laſt, Hunt faid, He remember'd he had heard Symonds call Dun by the 

Name of Hobbins; which the Juſtices being inform'd of, and that there was a 
Family of that Name at Churchhill, near the Place where Mrs. Palmer was mur- 
. der'd, they ſent thither for Two or Three Men of that Name: But they be- 
ing brought to Hurt, he declared, He would not accuſe them for the World, nei- 
ther of them was the Man. Upon farther Enquiry, it was found, That there was 
another Brother, whoſe Perſon, as *twas ſaid, anſwer'd the Deſcription which 
Hunt had given Tom Dun; and that he lived at Vpror, in the Pariſh of Burford, 
in Oxfordſhire. 
As ſoon as it was diſcover'd, that Dun's true Name was Hobbins, while the 
- Juſtices were enquiring after him, Palmer pretended to give 401. for a Reward 
to any Man that ſhould take him: Upon which, Philip Hill, that keeps the 
City Gaol, went to Palmer, and offer'd him, That if he would depoſite 10 /. 
he would undertake to apprehend him. Palmer reply'd, He muſt firſt conſult with 
his Lawyers about it. Hill deſir d him to conſider of it, and to ſend to him, if he 
approv'd his Propoſal : But he heard no more from Palmer. 

The Deſcription which Hunt had made of Hobbins, alias Dun, was ſent to a 
| Juſtice of the Peace in Oxfordſhire, with a Letter, deſiring him to employ ſome- 

body in the Neighbourhood of Burford to enquire after Hobbins; and if his Per- 


| Jon anſwer'd the Deſcription Hunt had given, to apprehend, and bring him be- 
tore a Magiſtrate. 
| Mr. 
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\ Which he was afterwards indicted, and a Bill was found againſt him. A Meſ- 
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Mr. Jo. Caſtle of Burford, who was the perſon employ d, being at Church on 
Sunday the 4th of Jau. ſaw a Man there, ſo exactly anſwering the Deſcription, 
that de immediately concluded, that muſt be the Perſon enquir d after; and the 
Impreſſion was ſo ſtrong upon him, that as ſoon as the Sacrament was over, (at 
which Ordinance, Hobbins, as his Wife ſaid, had never been before) he appre- 
hended him, and brought him before John Lenthall Eq; a Juſtice of the Peace 
for the County of Oxford. Mr. Lenthall having examind him, ſentan Account 
of his Apprehenſion, together with his Examination, to the Biſhop of Oxford 
at Worceſter, by a Meſſenger on purpoſe : By the Return of which Meſſenger, 
Hunt's Depoſitions againſt Hobbins were ſent to Mr. Lenthall, and thereupon Hob- 
bins was committed to Oxford Gaol. | | 
Soon after Notice came to Worceſter of the Commitment of Hobbins, one 
John Gorle of Kemſey (a Perſon well acquainted with Palmer, and who went af 
terwards with Palmer's Wife to London) was diſpatch'd away on a Horſe of Pal- 
mer's to Hobbins at Oxford : The Pretence of this Journey, was to carry a Letter 
from Mr. William Herbert, one of Mr. Palmer's Attornies, to the Recorder of 
Oxford; but before the Recorder examin'd Hobbins, Gerle had been in the Pri- 
ſon with him. What Inſtructions Gorle gave Hobbins, or what his Errand to 
him was, can only be gueſs'd at; but *tis plain twas ſomething which Gorle 
was afraid to own himſelf concern'd in; for when the Recorder requit' d Gorle | 
to ſubſcribe as a Witneſs to the Examination of Hobbins, he ſubſcrihd got 
John Gerle, which was his true Name; but Gorle Chetle, which is the Name of 
another Man in Worceſterſhire. | TM ">< Rn." 
After Gorle's Return from Oxford, one J. B. an Attorney near Burford; Who 
had been Clerk to the ſame Attorney that had inſtructed R. S. and O. R. an At- 
torney of Stow, who had been Maſter to them both, were, by Palmer, employ Al 4 
to mauage 7.bbins's Caſe, and to find out Witneſſes to prove him at Burford, * 
when the Murders, with which he was charged, were committed. That 8. 3Y 
was employ 'd in this Affair by Palmer, appears from the Examination of The. 2 
Smith, one of Hobbins's Witneſſes z and that R. was ſo employ'd, is confeſsd hy 
Hobbins himſelf, in his Examination. With what Zeal and Succeſs theſe At- 
tornies manag'd their Clients Cauſe, will appear by the Number of Witneſſes 
that were produc'd for Hobbins at his Tryal ; all which Witneſſes were brought 
down to Worceſter, and maintain d there at the Charge of Mr. Palmer, at whoſe 
Expence Hobbins likewiſe was kept, all the while he was in Priſon, as well as 
thoſe Attornies gratify'd, for the good Services they had done for Hobbins:; 
which muſt be allow'd to be a piece of unaccountable Generofity in, Palmer, if, 
as he ſays in his pretended Dying-Speech, He had never ſeen Hobbins Lefore he 
he came to Gaol. Wn fel Fen om | | 2 
While theſe Attornies were thus employ d in Oxfordſhire, Palmer's Agents 
were not idle in Worceſterſhire. W. H. one of his Attornies, endeavour'd to cor- 
rupt Hunt, offering him a large Sum of Money to retract his Evidence; for 


ſenger was ſent about three Weeks before the Tryal, on a Horſe of Palmer's, 
with a Letter to the High-Sheriff; in which Palmer deſir'd of the Sheriff, that 
two of his Friends might be return'd on the jury that was to paſs upon him; 
for which Favours he offer'd to gratifie the Sheriff to his own Demands: 
The Meſſenger added, That Mrs. Palmer, the Wife of the ſaid Palmer, ſhould 
meet the Sheriff where-ever he would appoint, and bring the Money he deman- 
ded with her. The Sheriff being angry at the Propoſal, tore the Letter in pieces; 
and told the Meſſenger, he would not be brib'd to abuſe his Country. Notwithſtand- 
ing that Anſwer, this ſame Meſſenger came again from Palmer to the Sheriff, the 
{orning before Palmer's Tryal came on, and offer'd the Sheriff Five Guineas, - 
aud promis'd to make them an Hundred in three Hours time, if the Sheriff 
would uſe his Intereſt with the Jury for Palmer; but the Sheriff, to his Honour, 
"refuſed this Offer, as he did the former, with Indignation. Applications had 755 
been made, on the Saturday before the Tryal, to Getley, one of the Bailiffs of bs 
the Hundred, by Palmer himſelf, who offer d him Five Guineas, and promis'd b 
whatever more he deſir d, to ſpeak to the Jury for him: And on the Day of the 
Tryal, Getley being the Bailiff that attended . Palmer's Servant brought 
- ſome Guineas, as the Jury were going out, offering them to him if he would 
but ſpeak to one or two of them to ſtand off for Palmer. W's 
Whether theſe Proceedings, which have been related of the Priſoners and 
2 Agents, argue Innocence or Guilt in the Priſoners, the Reader is left to 
judge. | As 
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At the Aſſizes holden at Worceſter, for the County of W orceſter, 
on the 31ſt Day of Mar. An. Dom. 1708. before Sir John 
Powel Kt. One of Her Majeſties Juſtices of the Court of Queen's 
Bench, at Seven of the Clock in the Morning. After Proclama- 
tion made, FER N HE 
Thomas Symonds, Thomas Dunn, alias William Hobbins, 
and John Allen, were ordered to the Bar, and Arraigned, by 
their ſeveral Names, upon Four ſeveral Indictments, viz. 


I. FP breaking the Houſe of Ann Cirmel, late of Bradſorton, in the County 
I of Worceſter, on the 4th Day of February, 1706. | 
II. For ſtealing the Goods of the ſaid Ann C:rmel, at the ſame Time. 

III. For murdering the ſaid Ann Cormel, at the ſame Time. And, 

IV. For ſetting her Houſe on Fire, at the ſame Time. 

Jo each of which Indictments they ſeverally pleaded, Not Guilty, and put 
themſelves upon their Tryals. | Ti 
Then the Freeholders upon the Pannel for the Jury were call'd; and Intima- 
tion given to the Priſoners at the Bar of their Privilege to challenge, &c. 

Of the firſt that was called, and appeared, Symends ask'd, Does not he belong 
to the Biſhop.of Oxford? The Court reply'd, There was no occaſion to ask 
ſuch Queſtions ; for that every Priſoner had the Privilege to challenge Twenty, 
without ſhewing any Reaſon for it. Thea he challeng'd him, and Eleven or 
Twelve more ſucceſſively. | 
Hereupon, the Judge ſaid, He found he muſt alter the Method, and try 


..- them one by one; and, accordiugly, order'd Hebbins to be ſet to the Bar alone. 


Which was done, and he arraigned again upon the Four Indictments above. 
To each of which he pleaded, as before, Not Guilty. And being ask'd con- 
cenring the Juryman firſt called, If he challeng'd him? He anſwer'd, No; I 
challenge none of em, for I know nothing of the Matter. 
Then the Jury were ſworn; and, after Proclamation made for Evidence, 
charg'd with the Priſoner at the Bar, 
Then Giles Hunt, Evidence for the Queen, was called and ſworn; and, after 
ſome Scruples relating to his Pardon were removed, was directed, by the Court, 
to give an Account, how and when his Acquaintance with Allen Hobbins and Sy- 
monds began; as alſo, of the ſeveral Meetings they had before the Facts com- 
mitted; what paſs'd in their Going to Bradforton, what There, and what in 
their Return from thence; and when and where they parted? Who gave Evi- 
dence to the Effect following, viz. 
That in Summer, 1706, Jom Allen work d at Harveſt-Work together with 
him; for Edward Freeman, of Bradforton; to whom he [Hunt] was then, and 
for ſome: Time. after, an Hired Servant; and that fo his Acquaintance with Al- 
len began. That being, about Michaelmas following, at Cendercope-Wake, be 
met there the ſaid Alen, who ask d him to drink a Mug of Ale with him. To 
vrhich he conſenting, Allen brought bim into the Company and firſt Acquain- 
tance of the Priſoner at the Bar, by the Name of Tom Dun ; but whoſe right Name 
was accidentally afterwards diſcover'd to him to be | 
Hobbins *.. That at his firſt coming into the Room At one of their Meetings 
where this Priſoner at the Bar was, one Dewry, and IT op 
two other young Men, were preſent; but in a little re Rar, Aellins; and erg 
. . 7 » 
Time they went away; and that then the Priſoner viog that he was diſpleaſed 
ask d himban Preſence of Allen, If he was Married, thereat, concluded that to bc 
or it at Service? That he reply'd, He was not Mar- bis right Name. By that 
ried; but at Service. That he ask d him, What Friends WIDE 20 Tas diſcover d, at- 
he had? To which he anſwer'd, That his Friends — 141 Name of . 
were but few, and that he. depended upon his Fingers for the Witneſs did not know 
Ends for*a Livelihood. That then the Priſoner at where he liv'd, | 
F783 I 38.25” | "5 | | the 
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the Bar ſaid, If he'd venture with him, and do as he did, he ſhould live like a 
King, and never want Money 3 and that he'd teach him a better way to get 
Money, than by going to Service. That he repl d, He could not engage with 
them at that Time, becauſe his Year was not quite up with his Maſter-Freemer ; 
but that he would meet him any where a Fortnight after; for then his Year 
would be up. That then they agreed to meet on a certain Day appointed, a- 
bout a Fortnight after, at John Cramp's Houſe at Piddle. _ © 77 
That at. John Crump's Houſe at Pidale, 1 to Agreement, they met; 
whither the Priſoner at the Bar brought with him Mr. Thomas Symonds Jun. 
That the ſaid Symonds ask d him, [Hunt]. If he was in Service? To which he 
anſwer'd, He was not. That then Symonds adviſed him, never to go to Service 
again, but to do as he and Tom Dun did, and then he would never want: And 
farther ſaid, I think it no Harm to take a Purſe from a Gentleman that can ſpare 
it. That thereupon he reſoly'd to take their Advice, and venture with them; 
and that after an Hour or Two's Drinking, they agreed to meet at the ſame 


Place, about a Fortnight after, and parted. | | 4 7 
That the Day of Meeting come, he went to the ſaid Cyump's Houſe at Piddle ; 


. whither, about half an Hour after his Arrival, came Symonds. That: Symonds 


ask'd Crump (who was hedging in a Rick of Hay, in a Cloſe oppokte to his 
Door) to come in and drink; but that Crump not coming in, Symonds propos d 
to take a Walk into the Fields. That they went into the Fields, and there met 
a Shepherd's Boy; whom Symonds, having whiſper'd, ſent away. That about 
an Hour after, one Richard Ballard came to them; who, after ſome Diſcourſe 


had with Symonds in private, ask'd him, LHunt] If he underſtood felling of Hor- 


ſes? That he reply'd, He did; for that he had ſold ſeveral for Maſters he had 
liv'd with. That then Ballard ſaid, He had a Horſe, lately taken from Tack, 
at Sir Robert Thrackmortor's, that did not take his Work kindly ; and defir'd him 
to ſell him, or ſwop him away for him, at Baſeley-Fair, below Glouceſter ; valu- 
ing him at about Nine Pounds. That he undertook to diſpoſe of the Horſe, 


as deſir' d; and for that End, agreed to receive him from Ballard two Nights 


after, at a Place near the aforefafd crump's Houſe, at Pidale.. That then they 


parted, Symonds and Ballard going away together. wo lr 
That two Nights after, according to Agreement, he met Ballard at the Place 


appointed, receiv*d the Horſe of him, (a black Horſe, with a ſurfeited Dun Coat) 


and Forty Shillings to bear his Charges. That he took the Horſe to Baſeley- 


Fair; but not ſelling him there, retarn'd to Glouceſter , and at the Maidenhead 
there, where he ſet up, was upon a ſwop with a Carrier. But being queſtionꝰd 
how he came by the Horſe, and a Voucher _— ; he, pretending to fetch a 

ſe behind him. | 147 
That two Days after, he came back to Crump's Houſe, at Piddle ; and asking 
for Symonds, Crump ſent his youngeſt Daughter, to inform Symonds and Ballard 
of his [Hunt's] Arrival. That in a little Time they both came, and Symonds 
ask'd him, What Luck? To which he reply'd, Very bad; for he had loſt the 
Horſe ; and related after what Manner. That then they both reproach'd him 


with cheating them, and gave him ill Language. That he juſtify'd himſelf, and 


ſaid, The Horſe was but at Glouceſter, and there they might have him, if they 
would fetch him: But, being much incens'd at their Behaviour towards him, 
added, That he beliey'd the Horſe was a ſtolen Horſe, and threaten'd to make 
Diſcovery. That thereupon they endeavour'd to appeaſe him, and at length 
gave him Three Pounds to hold his Tongue, and de true to their Deſigns. That 
then they ſet in to Drinking; and, after ſome time, agreed to meet at the ſame 
Place, on a Day appointed, about a Week before St. Andrem- Tide, in order to 
Rob the Houſe of one Bamford, a Pig-driver at Piddle : With which Reſolution 
this Meeting ended. a3 2h | 
That at the Time appointed, he went to Crump's Houſe, as had been agreed, 
and there found Alen, Symonds, and the Priſoner at the Bar. That after ſome 
Diſcourſe, they refoly'd. to rob Bamford that Night; and attempred:it.: But, 
being diſturbed by the Dogs of the Town, went off ſeveral Ways. i715 
That about three Weeks after, at the aforeſaid C:ump's Houſe at Piddle, he 
caſually met Symonds ; who then gave him Directions to meet him, about a 
Week or nine Days after, at the Green- Dragon in Worceſter. That he went thi- 
ther at the Time, and found Ballard and Symonds. - That there they talk'd of 
Robbing Mr. Pountney, Dr. Walls, and Others; and agreed to meet at G Re 
Houſe again, on the Candlemas- Eve following. | That 


[15] | 

That at the Day, he went to the ſaid cyumps Houſe, and there met Symonds, 
Allen, and the Priſoner at the Bar; but that Ballard came not to that Meeting. 
That they then reſolved to rob Mr. Poumneys Houſe, on the Night but one af- 
ter; and for that end, to meet, all Four, at Piddle- Bridge; and that, in the 
mean time, Ballard ſhould be directed to wait for their coming, the ſaid Night, 
in a Hollow-Way, in Fladbury-Field. | 

That accordingly | 
Evening, he [rhe Witneſs] S monde, Allen, and the Priſoner at the Bar, met at 
Piddle- Bridge aforeſaid; and thence went directly to the Hollow-Way in Flad- 
bury-Field, where Ballard had been directed to wait for their coming: But that 
Ballard not being there, nor coming at all, the Deſign upon Mr. Pounthey's 
Houſe (which Ballard was beſt acquainted with) was laid aſide, for that time; 
and Allen propos d to go to Bradforton, and rob Ann Cormel ;, aſſuring them ſhe 
had Money. That he [the Witneſs] ſaid, She was but poor, ſhe could not have 
much Money. But Allen perſiſting in his Confidence, that ſhe had Money, - 
monds ſaid, Damme, If it be but Five Pounds, it is worth the fetching : And 
that thereupon they reſolved, and went. 5 

That when they came to the ſaid Amn Corme!'s Houſe, Allen, and the Priſo- 
ner at the Bar, went into Edward Freeman's Barn, which joined thereto, and 
broke through the Wall, into the ſaid Houſe ; Symonds and himſelf watching, 
in the Street, the while, to prevent any Surprize. That while they were 
there, a Man coming along the Street, they retired behind ſome Withy Trees, 
that were over-againſt the Barn. That when Allen, and the Priſoner at the Bar, 
had been about half an Hour in the Houſe, they came out by the ſame Way 

they had gone in; and, at their coming out, ſaid, They had done her Buſineſs 

for her, and brought out all the Money they could find. That they brought 
. out alſo a little Silver Box, having Two Gold Rings, and a Pair of Silver Claſps 
in it; likewiſe a Bundle of Cloaths, which were then given to Allen. That 
the Priſoner at the Bar brought out alſo Two Papers, and gave them to Symonds; 
who holding them up to the Moon-light, ſaid, This is a brave Bout for Tom Bird, 
for here is a Note, under his Hand, for Eight Pounds, lent him by Ann Cormel. 
5 — having ſaid this, he tore the Papers in pieces, and ſtamp'ò them under his 


Here the Judge called for an Almanack of the Year 1707 ; and having con- 
ſulted it, ask d the Witneſs, About what Time of the Night it then was? To 


which he reply'd, Betwixt One and Two. Then the Judge ſaid, The Moon did 


then ſhine, for it was near the Full; and ask'd the Witneſs, If He read the 
Note, as well as Symonds? The Witneſs anſwer'd, That he could neither write, 
nor read. Then he proceeded in his Eyidence, and ſaid, 
© That Symonds having torn the Papers, they all went off, keeping together till 
they came to the Town's End. That there Symonds turning about, and ſeeing 
Ann Cormel's Houſe on fire, ſaid, What! have you fir'd the Houſe? And that 
the Priſoner at the Bar reply'd, They had. That then they went on all toge- 
ther, till they came near the Houſe of one Taylor, who ſells Ale; and that 
there, having agreed to meet all at Cump's Houſe, on the Saturday following, 
to ſhare the Money, Allen parted from them, and went for Badſey : But himſelf, 
and the other Two; went to Cramp's Houle, at Piddle; where they arriv'd about 
Five of the Clock in the Morning. SE 


| © That towards the Evening of the ſame Day, (Feb. 5.) he and Symonds took a 


Walk into the Fields, and met there Ballard, booted and ſpur'd. That Symonds 
ask'd Ballard, Why he fail'd 'em laſt Night? And Ballard anſwer'd, That he 
was in Company that he could not leave; but another Night might do as well, 
when Mr. Pountney and his Wife might be from Home. That then they all Three 
went to Crump's Houſe ; and a little after, he left them, and went to Wolver- 
ton, a Place about two Miles off. 

hat on the Saturday following, Symonds, Allen, the Priſonet at the Bar, and 
himſelf, met, according to Agreement, and divided the Money taken out of 
Ann Cormel's Houſe ; being Two and Twenty Pounds. | 

Ihe Judge then ask'd the Witneſs, What Share he had of the Money and 
Things? Who anfwer'd, Seven Pounds, the Silver Box, the Two Gold Rings, 
and Claſps. He was then ask'd, How he came to have ſo great Share? They 
gave it him for his Encouragement, he faid, being but a Beginner; and in re- 
Bard they expected to have their Proportions made good, out of the Booty they 


promis'd 


on the 4th of Feb. 1706. about Seven of the Clock in the 
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promis d to themſelves that Night, at Andreas Hyron's, at Wolverton, who, S- 


| monds ſwore, had a Buſhel of Money, and that it ruſted for want of turn- 


ing: That they went that Night to the ſaid Ayron's Houſe, with a Reſolution 
to rob him; but were diſcourag'd by the Barking of a Dog. | 

Then the Priſoner at the Bar, being ask d, If he would have any Queſtions 
put to the Witneſs ? ſaid to this Purpoſe: — Hurt, you ſay, The firſt Time 
I was in your Company, was at Condercope-Wake : You are a notorious Lying 
Rogue; I never ſaw you there in my Lite. My Lord, I know nothing of the 
Matter, nor of this Hunt; for I never ſaw him, before I ſaw him here in the 
Gaol. | * X 
Then Thomas Bird, of Bradforton, was called, and ſworn, and directed to tell 
the Jury, What he knew of a Note for Money he had borrow'd of Ann Cormel ? 
and, What, of her Body being found in the Ruins of her Houſe ? The Sum of 
whoſe Evidence was, 

That having occaſion for ſome Money to lay out at Fair, he went to 
his Neighbour, Ann Cormel, and ask'd her to lend him Eight Pounds: That 
ſhe readily lent him the Money; and that he took it with him to the ſaid Fair. 
But not meeting with an Opportunity to lay it out there to his mind; he went, 
ſoon after, to return the ſaid Money to her: Who thereupon ſaid, That if 
he had any occaſion for it, he might keep it; for that ſhe did not want it. That, 
accepting her Kindneſs, he offer d to give her Bond for it; but ſhe refus'd to 
take it. That then, he ſaid, ſhe ſhould take a Note under his Hand, becauſe of 
Mortality: And tearing a Leaf out of his Pocket-Book, wrote her one ; where- 
in he acknowledg'd his having borrow'd the Sum of Eight Pounds of her. And 
that, he believ'd, the ſaid Note was in her Cuſtody when ſhe was murder d; for 
that he had never taken it up, or paid the Money. 9 

That he liv'd the next door ta her Houſe : That he ſaw her the very Night 
her Houſe was burn'd : - That no body liv'd in the Houſe with her: That he 
got up to the Fire, being betwixt Two and Three of the Clock: That the 
Moon did then ſhine very bright; That he help'd to dig out her dead Body, 
being Two Spittle-deep in the Embers, and found in the back part of her Skull, 
a Hole one might turn his Fiſt in: That, however, he had not then any Suſpi- 
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cion of her having been murder'd, but ſuppos'd the Hole might be made by 


ſome End of a Timber falling down upon her. 

Then Richard Martin, of Bradforton, being ſworn, ſaid, That he was up when 
Ann Cormel's Houſe was on Fire: That the Moon did then ſhine as bright as 
Day: That he was preſent when her Body was dug out, and obſerv'd a great 
Hole in her Skull. | | 

Then Jeſeph Wall, of Bradforton, being ſworn, gave Evidence to this purpoſe : 

That about Four or Five Years ago, having occaſion to borrow T wenty Shil- 
lings, he ſeat his Wife, with a little Box, (having a Flouriſh on the Top of it, 
and the Letters E. V. engraven on the Bottom) Two Gold-Rings, (one ha- 
ving in it this Poeſy, — God for Me appointed Thee ---) and a Pair of Silver 
Claſps, made in the Form of a Heart, to pawn to Ann Cormel for the ſaid Sum. 
That his Wife did bring him Twenty Shillings, and told him, She had the Mo- 
ney from Ann Cormel, 2 the ſaid Box, Rings and Claſps: And that the ſaid 
Ann Cormel did often, after, mention to him, her having taken to Pawa the ſaid 
Box, Rings and Claſps, of his Wife. | | 

That on the Night betwixt the 4th and 5th of Feb. 1706. the Dwelliag-Houſe 
of the ſaid Ann Cormel being burnt, and ſhe, and what ſhe had about her, in it; 
he concluded, that his Box, Rings and Claſps, were utterly loſt. But that ha- 
ving receiv'd Information, not long after the Commitment of Giles Hunt, that 
the ſaid Hunt had ſhew'd to one Damaris Barton, a Silver Box, Two Gold Rings, 


and a Pair of Silver Claſps 3 he went, upon the 4th Day of Decemb. laſt, to the 


ſaid Damaris Barton, then Servant to Mr. Harris of Broughton, and enquir'd of 
her about it: And the ſaid Barton then affirming, That the ſaid Giles Hunt did, 
ſome time betwixt Chriſtmas laſt and Lady-day was Twelvemonth, at Wolver- 
ton, ſhew her a Silver-Box, Two Gold-Rings, and a Pair of Silver Claſps; he 
went the next Day, and got a Warrant; and, with the Conſtable of St. Johr's 
in Bedwardine, ſearch'd the Houſe of one Widow Leyes at Hennicks- Hill, in the 


aid Pariſh, (which Houſe Giles Hum much frequented, and from whence he had 


marry'd his Wife) and found there his ſaid Silver-Box : That he went a ſecond 
time, ſome Hours after, the ſame Day, to the ſaid Houſe ; and then, and ne; 
| | | oun 
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found One Gold-Ring, having the foremention'd Poeſy in it: That he was ſure; 
the Silver Box was his Box; and verily believ'd, the Ring was his Ring; the 
ſame that had been pawn'd by his Wife, to Ann Cormel. 

Then the Priſoner, at the Bar, being ask'd, What he had to ſay for himſelf ? 
Anſwer'd, ---- My Lord, I know nothing of the Fact, or of the Evidence; 1 
never ſaw him in my Liſe, till I came to IVorceſter, I can call many Witneſſes to 
prove l was at Home, at the Time of the Murder, at Upton, by Burford, in Ox- 
ordſhire: That I was employ'd there, by a Neighbour, in Threſhing all that 
Winter, and did not loſe a Day's Work. | 

Then, being bid, he calld his Witneſſes ; and, firſt, the Man's Wife, with 
whom he had work'd, who being ſworn, ſaid, That the Priſoner, at the Bar, 
work'd for her Husband, from about AMichaelmar, 1706. to Lady-day following, 
at Threſhing, and was not out of his Work one Day in that Time, but a Day 
or Two about Twelfth-tide, when he went, to ſee his Friends: That he was a 
laborious, diligent Man, and did his Work well. 

Then he call'd a Young Woman, related to his Wife, who being ſworn, ſaid, 
That ſhe liv'd in the Houſe with the Priſoner, at the Bar, and that he was not 
from Home in the whole Winter was Twelvemonth one Night, but a Night or 
Two in the Chriſtmas, when he went to ſee ſome Relations: That he threſh'd 
conſtantly for a Neighbour, and was never out of his Work. 

Then he call'd a Lad, who was ſworn, and faid, That the Priſoner, at the Bar, 
was not from Home one Night, in the Winter laſt, but one, but at Chriſtmas ; 
that he liv'd in the Houſe with him, and ſaw him go to Bed every Night; and that 
the Room, he lay in, was a Thorough-fare to the Place where the Priſoner lay. 

Then he calPd one that was Shepherd to the Man he had threſh'd for, who 
was ſworn, and ſaid, That the Priſoner, at the Bar, threſn'd for his Maſter 
all the Winter was Twelvemonth, and was not out of his Work one Day in all 
that Time, but in the Chriſtmas. | 

Thea the Judge ſaid, That he being the Shepherd, was oblig'd to be much 
with his Sheep, in the Fields; how then could he be ſure, that the Priſoner was 
always at work at Home, when himſelf was ſo much Abroad ? To which the 
Witneſs anſwer'd, That he drove his Sheep Home every Night by the Barn, 
where the Priſoner threſh'd, and always heard him threſhing. | 

Then ſeveral were.calFd to the Priſoner's Reputation: And, firſt, the Man 
for whom he had threſh'd; who being ſworn, ſaid, That he was a very dili- 
gent Man whilſt he work'd for him, and that he never ſaw any II by him. 
Another ſaid, He had Known the Priſoner, at the Par, Five or Six Years, al- 
ways took him to be a civil laborious Fellow, and never heard that he was 
giren to ramble. | 

Two or Three more ſaid, They believ'd him to be an honeſt Man, and never 
knew any Harm by him. | 

Then being ask'd, If he had any thing more to ſay, or any more Witneſſes to 
call? He deſir'd to ask one of his Witneſſes, before produc'd, If ever he was 
cal'd Dun? To which the Witneſs reply'd, --- Your Name is Hobbins ; I ne- 
ver heard you calFd any thing elfe. 

Then the Priſoner ſaid, My Lord, I was never call'd Dun in all my Life, till 
this Rogue here call'd me ſo. And you, Hunt, Do you ſay you never ſaw me, 
till you ſaw me at Condercope-Wake ? Thou wicked lying Rogue, thou Raſcal , How 
dareſt thou ſay ſo, when thou kn:weſt we liv'd ſeveral Tears together in the ſame 
Neighbourbood ? | | 
I his made the Court ſmile; the Priſoner having twice before declar'd, He never 
ſaw Hunt till after his being brought to Worceſter. Then Hobbins being ſer 
down, | 


John Allen was order'd to the Bar, and arraign'd for the ſame Facts, upon 
Four ſeveral Indictments: To each of which, he pleaded, Not Guilty; and 
put himſelf upon his Tryal. The ſame Jury (he having excepted againſt none 
of them) were ſworn, and charg'd. | | 
Witneſſes for the Queen, call'd and ſworn, were, Firſt, Giles Hunt, Thomas 

Bird, Richard Martin, and Joſeph Wall; who all gave the ſame Evidence which 
they had given before, in the Tryal of Hobbins, And, Thomas Bird was farther 
direded to inform the Jury, what happen'd at the Apprehenſion of the Priſo- 
ner at the Bar: Who ſaid, | NE 

| E That 
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That baviog.a Warrant. againſt the Priſoner at the .Bar, be [the Witneſs). 


with Richard Baldwin of Aſhton Underhill, Joſeph Wall, and Richard Martin of 


- 


Rradfurton, came, upon the 7th Day of December laſt, about One or Two of the 
Clock in the Morning, to his Maſter's Houſe, at Aſbton-Underbill; where they 
knock'd at the Door, and ask*d for the Maſter of the Houſe : And that a little 

after, the Priſoner at the Bar, haying only his Waſtcoat, Breeches, and Shooes 
on, open'd the Back-Door, and offer d to come out. That he [the Witneſs 

being, with Richard Baldwin, at that Door, ſtop'd him, and askd him, Whi- 
ther he was going? To which he anſwer'd, That he had great Occaſion. to 
make Water. That then he [the Witneſs} told him, He ſhould not ſtir, till 


they had ſpoke with his Maſter. Whereat the Priſaner ſeeming much concern'd, 
faid, That he muſt needs go out; and attempted to force his way. That then, 
he [the Witneſs] threatning to cut him with his Hanger, if he would not keep 
within the Houſe, the Priſoner turn'd about, ran thro? the Houſe, and unbolted 
the other Door; but was there laid hold of, by him, [the Witneſs] and told, 
That they had a Warrant againſt him. That thereupon he appear'd much ſar- 
riz'd, and ſaid, He could not tell why they ſhould have a Warrant againſt 
im, wnleſs ſome Rogue had ſwore falſly againſt him, for the Bradforton Buſmeſs.  . 
Then Richard Baldwin being ſworn, confirm'd the Priſoner's endeavouring to 
eſcape, and ſaid, That he heard him, at the ſame Time, ſay the ſame Words. 
Foſeph Wall, being ſworn, ſaid the ſame. FEES 
Then the Priſoner being ask'd, What he had to ſay for himſelf ? Reply'd, My 


Lord, I faid, I did not know why they ſhould have a Warrant againſt me, unleſs 


ſome Rogue had ſwore any thing falſly againſt me. My Lord, I never did any 
Body any Harm in my Life. I know nothing at all of it, I did not mention 
Bradforton Buſineſs, I am as innocent of that Fact, as any one here; and have 
Witneſſes, to prove I was at home, at my Maſter Court's of Somerfields Aſhton, 
all that Day, and all that Night the Murder was committed; and called his ſaid 
Maſter to witneſs it; who being ſworn, ſaid, - | 1 8 
That the Priſoner at the Bar was his Servant, when the Murder was com- 
mitted at Bradforton, and was at home all the Day before Feb. 4. 1706. That 
he remember'd well the Day, as having been the Day after Eveſham- Fair; and 
chat the Priſoner was to have gone out that Day with the Cart, but was hin- 


der'd by much Rain. 


* 4 - 


Then he called his Miſtreſs, who, being ſworn, ſaid, That the Priſoner at 
the Bar was an hired Servant to her Husband, at the time the Bradforton Murder 
was: That ſhe uſed to lock the Doors herſelf every Night, and ſo could eaſily 
tell if any of the Family were miſſing ; but that-ſhe never miſled the Priſoner at 
the Bar; either on that Night, or any other. | „ 

Then one was called, that had been Maid-Servant, at the ſame time, to his 
Maſter; who was ſworn, and ſaid, That ſhe never knew him lie out of the 
Houſe a Night, whilſt they liv'd together thereeGG. 

The next he called, was a Servant-Boy ; who, being ſworn, ſaid, That the 
Priſoner at the Bar was at home all that Day before the Murder at Bradforton, 
being Feb. 4.  *T was obſervable, that the Boy could hardly tell what Month, in 
the Order of the Calendar, February is. 2 

Another Boy was called, and ſworn; who ſaid, That he lay with the Priſo- 
ner at the Bar, in his Maſter's Houſe, that Night the Murder was at Brad fortoꝝ. 
That he went to Bed with him that Night about Ten of the Clock, and aroſe 

again with him, the next Morning, between Three and Four. . 
Then he called Four or Fiye to his Reputation: One of which ſaid, That he 
always took him to be a very honeſt Man, and that he little expected to hear 
-fach a Thing of him. Another ſaid, That he had known him ſome Years,and that 
he was always a diligent and civil Fellow. The reſt ſaid to the ſame Purpoſe. 
Ihen the Priſoner at the Bar, being ask d, If he had any thing more to ſay; 
fell a railing at Hunt, calling him wicked Villain, ſorſworn Rogue, &. 
Then Hoblins being ſet to the Bar with him, the judge ſumm'd up the Evi- 
dence againſt, and for, them both; and ſhew'd the Significancy of the ſeveral 
Circumſtances,. confirming the poſitiye Evidence of Hunt, and betraying the 
Guilt of the Priſoners. + NE I I S bf 
_ That of the Note, he ſaid, was an Extraordinary One. That ſuch a Note 
had been given, had been ſworn by the Man that gave it ; which would be 
Eight Pounds out of his Pocket, and therefore could not be doubted: That . 


[ 19] 


might be read, that Night the Murder was committed, by Moon-light; 
for that the Moon was then near the Full; and it appear'd, by Hunt's and 
Martin's Evidence, to have ſhone very bright at the time of the Fire, within an 
Hour after the time that Hunt had ſaid the Note was read. That it proved, 
Hunt could not be alone in the Fact, but muſt have had ſome Accomplice in it 
that could read, for that He could not. And that Hunt ſhould accuſe innocent 
On, and conceal the Guilty, was highly improbable, becauſe dangerous to 
himſelf. EP | 

That Hobbins had twice, before the Court, denied that ever he knew Hunt, 
till after his, being brought to Worceſter ; and yet, at laſt, in his Paſſion, had 
told him, That he had lived ſeveral Years in the ſame Neighbourhood with 
him. And if Hobbins was innocent, there could be no reaſon for his denying 
his Knowledge of Hunt. | 

That Allens endeavouring to make his Eſcape, almoſt naked, before any body 
told him the Buſineſs of them that came to apprehend him; and his Jealouſy, 
upon the Warrant's being ſerv'd upon him, that ſome Rogue had accuſed him 
of the Bradforten Buſineſs, as he called it, before it was known in the Country, 
or ſo much as ſuſpected, that Anz Cormel had been murder'd; and her Houſe 
feloniouſly ſet on fire, muſt proceed from the Guilt of his own Conſcience, 
and was, otherwiſe, utterly unaccountable, 

That, on the other hand, the Priſoners at the Bar had called ſeveral Witneſſes 
to prove them at home, at the Time the Facts were committed; as alſo, ſeve- 
ral to their Reputation. | 

That Hobbins's Miſtreſs had ſaid, He threſh'd for her Husband half a Year 
together; and was not out of his Work a Day, from about Michaelmas, 1.706. 
to Lady-day following, but in the Chriſtmas. That the Shepherd had alſo faid, 
That. he heard him threſhing in the Barn, as he drove home his Sheep every 
Night, except in the Chriſtma;. That his Kinſwoman, and the Boy, had both 
Tworn to his lying at home, every Night in that half Year, except a Night or 
Two in the Chriſtmas. 

That Allen's Maſter; aid ane of the Boys, had proved him to have been at 
home the Day before the Murder, Feb. 4. and his Miſtreſs, and the Maid, that 
they never miſſed him a Night out of the Houſe. That the other Boy had 
ſworn to his going to Bed with him, at Ten of the Clock, that very Night the 
Murder was; and his riſing, again with him, between Three and Four the next 
Morning. | 

| That” upon the whole, Hunt's was a very clear and conſiſtent Account, cor- 
roborated with very conſiderable Circumſtances z and that it was next to im- 
poſſible, that an illiterate Man ſhould invent ſuch a Scheme of that Variety of 
Matter, which ſhould fo exactly hold together, and be ſo remarkably confirm'd, 
in ſo many Particulars. | 

That, as to the Defence the Priſoners had made, it did not, to him, appear 
credible, That ſo many People, and ſome of them very young, could, all of 
them, be ſo particular, to Days, and Hours, ſo long ſince paſt, in Confirma- 
tion of ſuch Matters, as, at the Time, they had no reaſon to take notice of. 
That, therefore, he committed it to the Jury, either to convict them, or 
acquit them; as, upon ſerious and impartial Conſideration, the Queen's Evi- 
dence, or their Defence, ſhould weigh moſt with them. 1133 
Then the Jury went out, and, after an Hour and half's Conſideration, brought 
them in both Guilty. 


Mar. 31. At Three of the Clock in the Afternoon, Thomas Symonds was 
brought to the Bar, and arraign'd for the ſame Facts, upon Four ſeveral In- 
ditments. To each of which he pleaded, Not Guilty; and put himſelf upon 
his Tryal. N | | | 
Then the Freeholders, upon the Pannel for the Jury, were called, and Intima- 
tion given ta the Priſoner at the Bar, of his Privilege to challenge, &r. 
He challeng'd Twenty; and then the Court told him, that, if he challeng'd 
any more, he muſt ſhew ſuch a Reaſon as the Court ſhould approve of. He af- 
| Terwards made Objectioas againſt Others, as being Tenants to the Biſhops of 
Worceſter and Oxford, but the Court did not allow them. | 
Then the Jury was ſworn; and, after Proclamation made for Evidence, 
ebarg'd with the Priſoner at the Bar: | He 
has & AP 
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He deſir'd to be brought nearer the Court, for the better Convenience of 
bearing the Witneſs, and being heard by the Court. He pray'd that Pen, Ink 
and Paper might be allow'd him alfo ; which was granted. But it was obſerv'd;- 
that he never made uſe of them. [. | 


Witneſſes for the Queen, called and ſworn, were, firſt, Giles Hunt, Thom 
Bird, Richard Martin, and Joſeph Wall , who all gave the ſame Evidence they 


had given before, at the Tryals of Hobbins and Alen; except what, of Thomas 


Bird's, related to the Apprehenſion of Alen. | (6 
The Priſonerat the Bar, during the time of Hunt's giving his Evidence, be- 
haved himſelf very rudely; interrupting him often very impertinently ; and 
asked a great many captious Queſtions, To which the Witneſs gave ready An- 
ſwers; and, commonly, ſuch as made againſt the Priſoner. "© 1 
When the Witneſſes for the Queen had gone thro? their Evidence, to which 
he gave all the Interruption he could, he was ask'd, What he had to ſay to it? 
To which he anſwer'd, That he never ſaw Hobbins, or Allen, in his Lite, that 
he knew of, before he was, upon Hunt's Accuſation, brought a Priſoner to 
Worceſter. And for Hunt, altho' he had ſeen him before, yet he never had any 
Acquaintance with him, nor was ever in his Company, at John Crump's, at Fid- 
ale, or elſewhere; and that he had Witneſſes to prove his being at another Place, 
at the Time when Ann Cormel was murder'd. To which purpoſe, he call'd his 
Mother, who, being ſworn, ſaid, 2 Et 
That the Priſoner at the Bar, her Son, lived with her, at Upton-Snodsbury, 
ſome Months before and after the Murder of Anz Cormel : That, during that 
Time, he was very ſeldom from home, after Six or Seven of the Clock in the 
Evening; and that, poſitively, he was not one Night out of the Houſe, in all 
that Time. 5 | 
His Mother's Maid he alſo called; who was ſworn, and ſaid, That Mr. Sy- 
monds lived with her Miſtreſs, at Upton-Snodsbury, in the Month of February,1706. 
and a great part of the Winter before and after; and that, in all that Time, he 
kept very good Hours, and never lay out a Night. i ent I 
Fohn Crump alſo of Piddle appear'd for him; and, being ſworn, ſaid, That 
he never ſaw the Priſoner at the Bar and Giles Hunt together, at his Houſe, in 


his Life, 


The Priſonet was ſo confident of his having never been ſeen at Crump's Houſe, 
at Piddle, or any where elſe, with Hunt, that he faid, If any Man could prove 
it, he would be conteat to loſe his Life, | 5105 
- Then William Sommers, of the City of Worceſter, Butcher, was called, and 
ſworn ; who ſaid, That about Michaelmas laſt, upon a Sunday, he ſaw, at John 
Crump's Houſe, at the Red-Lion in Pidale, the Priſoner at the Bar, and Giles 
Hunt, the Queen's Evidence, drinking Ale together. That the Priſoner at the 
Bar asked him to drink; and that obſerving him to go out of the Houle, gf 
whom he had heard but an ill Character, and Hunt a little after him, he ſuſpe- 


cted they might have a deſign to rob him; and that, having a Sum of Money 
about him, which he had brought out of Buckinghamſhire, he preſently took 


Horſe, and made the beſt of his way home. | | x II 
The Priſoner called a great many to his Reputation, and ſome of them of 


good Account; but none of them ſaid much in his Commendation); and one of 


them, a Relation, declared, He had nothing to fay far him. | 
His Defence thus concluded, the judge ſum'd up the Evidence, much to the 

ſame purpoſe as before, and ſent out the jury; who, about two Hours after, 

brought him in, Guilty of the Murder and Two Felonies, but acquitted him of 


Burglary. 


Then the Court adjourned to Six of the Clock the next Morning. 


April the 1ſt, At Seven of the Clock in the Morning, John Palmer, Gent. 


- was ſet to the Bar, and arraign'd upon Four ſeveral Indictments, viz. 


Qu. 1. For Robbing the Houſe of Mrs. Alice Palmer, late of Upron-Snodsbury, 
in the County of Werceſter, on the 7th of November, laſt paſt. FLOW 
2. For the Murder of the ſaid Mrs. Alice Palmer, at the ſame Time | 
3. For the Murder of Heſter Loæley, her Maid-Servant, at the ſame Time. 
4. For Burning the Houſe of the ſaid Mrs. Alice Palmer, at the ſame Time. 


Io each of which Indictments he pleaded, Not Guilty; and put himſelf upon 
| Thea 
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Then the Freeholders, upon the Pannel for the Jury, were called, and Intimation given 
of his Privilege to challenge, &c. | 

He challenged Twenty; and then the Court told him, that if he challeng'd any more 
he muſt give a Reaſon for ſo doing. He afterwards excepted all Tenants to the Ear 
of Coventry, the Biſhop of the Dioceſe, and the Dean and Chapter of Worceſter, But 
the Reaſon was not admitted. | | 

After the Jury were ſworn, Proclamation was made for Evidence, and the Jury charg'd 
with the Priſoner at the Bar. ; | | 

Then the Priſoner deſir'd leave to come nearer to the Court, for that he had but a 
low Voice, Which being granted, he was brought to the Table, Pen, Ink, and Pa- 
per, were, at his Requeſt, allow'd him alſo : And the Judge aſſur'd him, he ſhould have 
a fair Tryal, and not be ſurpriz'd in any thing, | 

Then the Queen's Council open'd the Caſe ; enlarg'd upon the Heinouſneſs and Un- 
naturalneſs of the Crimes charged upon the Priſoner at the Bar; particularly that of 
Murdering his own Mother; urged the Deliberateneſs of the Act, the ſmall Tempta- 
tion, and No- provocation to it, as great Aggravations of it; and called the Witneſſes 
to prove him guilty of the whole. And, Firſt, Giles Hunt, who was ſworn, and di- 
rected to tell the Judge and jury what he knew of the Murders of Mrs. Alice Palmer, 
and her Maid-Servant, Heſter: Loxley, and what, of ſtealing the Goods of the former, 
and afterwards ſetting her Houſe on fire. 

Then the Priſoner objected againſt Hunts Evidence; and his Council argued, That a 
Man that is perſuaded to become an Evidence by the Promiſe of a Pardon, cannot be 
a good Evidence; and produced the Authority of the Lord-Chiet-Jaſtice Hale. Which 
the Judge read, and is this; He that has a Promiſe of Pardon to be an Evidence, cannot be 
a legal Evidence; but he that has a Promiſe of Pardon to diſcloſe the Fatt, may be an Evidence. 

Hereupon, the Judge ſaid, the Diſtinction was very nice; but that ſuch Witneſſes 
were frequently admitted at the Old-Baily. That the Practice was countenanc'd by the 
late Ad, for the better Diſcovery of Burglaries, &c. and that unleſs Accomplites were 
admitted for Evidence, and promiſed Pardon, none of theſe ſecret Murders and Vil- 
lanies could be found out; for that they only, who are concern'd in them, could diſco- 
ver them; which none of them would do, without Promiſe of Life. 

Then Hunt was bid to give his Evidence; which he did, to this effect: That at laſt 
Perſbore-Fair, he met, in the great Church-yard there, Tom Dun; who ask'd him, If 
he would venture, with him, in a bold Attempt upon a Houſe at Upton Snodsbury 
Town-End? To which he anſwer'd, He would. And ask'd Dun, Who was to be 
concera'd therein beſides? Who anſwer'd, That there were only two Women in the 
Houſe; and there would two Gentlemen give them the Meeting, at Church-hill-Oak, 
and alliſt them in it. That, before they parted, Din appointed him to meet him on 
the To1rſday-Night following, at the Yew-Tree, in the Road, near Spechley; but if he 
happen'd not to come, that then he ſhould meet him, a Week after, at a Houſe near 
Delſard- Bridge. That he went to the Yew-Tree, on the Thurſday-Night appointed; but 
Dum did not come. That a Week after, therefore, he went, as directed, towards De f 
ſord- Bridge; but in the Way thither, at Perſhore Town-End, he met Dun : Where ask- 
ing him, When the Upton Buſineſs was to be done? He anſwer'd, On the Friday-Night 
following. And orderd him to meet him, on the ſaid Friday-Night, at the Yew-Tree 
foremention'd. | | | 

That, accordingly, on the Friday-Night, Nov. 7. he went to the ſaid Yew-Tree, and 

Raid there a great while before Dun appear'd ; till, at laſt, thinking he would not 
come, he was going away: But that then Dux called to him, from behind a Hedge, and 
ſtop'd him; it being then, as he believ'd, about Eight or Nine of the Clock. uh 
That from thence Dun led him directly to Church-hill-Oak 3 being about a Mile from 
Spechley, in the Road to Upton-Snodsbury, That, when they were come thither, there 
came to them, Symonds, and another ſlender Perſon, whom Symonds called Palmer, and 
who afterward, by Candle-light, ia Mrs. Palmer's Houſe, prov'd to be the ſame that is 
now the Priſoner at the Bar. . | 
That this Palmer, the Priſoner at the Bar, ask'd Dun, Whom he had brought with 
bim? That Dun anſwer'd, One that might be truſted ; for he was as true as Steel. 
That thea the Priſoner at the Bar enquir'd of his Name, Place of Abode, and Occupa- 
tion: And was anſwer'd. That then he ask'd him, Whether he would ſwear to be 
true to what they were going about? To which he auſwer'd, He would. That he 
ask'd him, What he would ſwear? And he anſwer'd, What he would. That then he 
propos'd, that he ſhould kneel down, and wiſh, That if ever he diſcaver'd the Matter 
they were going upon, the Devil might tear him Linb ſrom Limb; and that the next Bit he 
ſhould after eat, might be his Damnation. That he agrecd to the Propoſal, and did ſd. 

That then they all went towards Mrs. Palmer's Houſe, at Upton Snodsbrry ; and that 
he [the Witneſs] by the way, ask'd the Priſoner at the Bar, Why that Buſineſs had not 
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been done before? To which the Priſoner anſwer'd, That there had been a Gentle= 

woman in the way, whom he was loth to diſturb, That when they came pretty near 

the Houſe, the Priſoner at the Bar ſtop'd, and ſaid, Twas no matter for him to go any 
farther, for that they were enow, without him, To which Symonds reply'd, with a 

great Oath, That if he would not go, nobody would: That it was his Buſineſs, and 
not theirs : That he had put the Matter off twice before; and that if it was not done 
then, it ſhould never be done. That then, after a ſhort Pauſe, the Priſoner at the Bar 
ſaid, Let's go on. Dam her, I never loy'd her. And, again, a little after, Dam her, ſhe 
burns more Coal than e er a Juſtice of Peace in the County, / 

That when'they came to the Houſe, the Priſoner at the Bar ſet himſelf at the Street- 
Door, and he [the Witneſs) went over the Hedge to the Back- Door, where he obſervd 
a braſs Kettle. That Symonds and Dun came over after him; and-that as Dun came 
over, the Hedge cracking under him, he ask'd Symonds, If there was not a Dog? To 
which Symonds reply'd, No, there had been a Bitch, but ſhe was ſafe enough in Bow-' 
Wood. That he [the Witneſs] look'd thro' the Window, and ſaw Mrs. Palmer litting 
by the Fire; and the Maid warming the Bed. 

That ſoon after their coming into the Yard, Mrs. Palmer open'd the Back. Door: 
That how ſhe came to do ſo, he knew not; but ſuppos'd it might be to take in the Kettle. 
That, at the Opening of the Door, Dun and Symonds ruſhd in upon her; and Dan 
knock'd her down with the Butt-end of a Skrew-barrel'd Piſtol, and gave her ſeveral 


- Blows with it, upon the Head, as ſhe lay upon the Ground; by which he broke the 
Butt of the Piſtol. That, at the firſt Blow, Mrs. Palmer gave a great Shriek; upon 


which, the Maid running towards the Door, Symonds, with his Fiſt, knock'd her down 
over her Miſtreſs; and that there Dun, with a ſhort Tuck or Dagger, which he had, 
diſpatch'd them both. That this was, as he beliey'd, betwixt Twelve and One of the 
Clock, 

That as ſoon as they were dead, Dun went to the Street Door, and let in the Priſo- 
ner at the Bar; who went directly to his Mother's Body; and endeayouring to get his 
Hand into her Pocket, which, by the twiſting of her Cloaths, lay under her, bloodied 
his Shirt - Sleeve, and the Skirt of his Coat. © That out of her Pocket he pull'd a Bunch 
of Keys, and a Letter; that he,open'd the Letter, and read it; and that the Beginning 
of it was, (to the beſt of his Remembrance) Dear Aunt, I deſire to know, whether you 
have receiv'd the Sweet- Oil, and Gally-Pots, with Anchovies and Pickles, which I ſent you. 

That having read the Letter, he went to a great Trunk at the Bed's-Feet, and, un- 
locking it, took out of it a little Box, and out of that two Parchment Writings, having, 
each of them, two hanging Seals. That Symonds, at the ſame time, took out of the 
ſame Trunk, a Bag of Money, being, as he [the Witneſs) judg'd, about Forty Pounds. 
That he gave Din, out of the Bag, an handful of Money, and himſelf a Guinea wrapt 
up ina bit of Paper; and that having ſo done, he emptied the Money into his Waſt- 
coat Pocket, and gave him [Uthe Witneſs] the Bag. | 
Then the Judge ask'd, By what Light the Letter was read, and theſe other Matters 
done? To which the Witneſs reply'd, That they had lighted a picce of Candle ; that 


they had look'd about the Houſe for Candles, and could find only Inches of Candle, one. 


of which they lighted. 

Then he went on with his Evidence, and ſaid, That, after the Rifling of the Trunk, 
Palmer went up Stairs, with a Candle in his Hand; but what he did there, he knew not. 
That, after he was come down again, he and Symonds order'd Dim and himſelf to take 
up the dead Bodies, and lay them upon the Bed. That they did as directed; and that 
ſo he came by that Blood upon his Cloaths, which was, afterwards, the Occaſion of his 


being diſcover'd. 


That then the Priſoner at the Bar bid him [the Witneſs] and Dun, to take what they 


would. That he took three Pair of Sheets, ten Napkins, a dozen and half of Plates, 


and fix Pewter Spoons ; and that the Priſoner at the Bar gave him a Bag or Sack, which 
was there, to put the ſaid Things in. | | 

That then Dun took an Inch of Candle, and put it between the Wrinkles of the Blan- 
ket, and threw the Sheet over it, and ſome Skains of Linnen-Yarn, which they found 


there; and that Symonds took out of the great Trunk, ſome Cloaths, and wearing Lin- 


nen, and threw them upon the Bed; but that the Things did not take Fire. | 
That then Symonds took a picce of Candle, and went into the Room where Mrs. Pal- 


mer kept her Drink, and came out again preſently, without the Candle, having (as he 


ſuppos d) thruſt it into the Thatch. | | 

That then S3mods, He and Din, agreed to meet at Bewdley-Fair following; and 
that, juſt at his coming away, the Priſoner at the Bar ſaid, Thar if he would be true to 
them, and keep their Counſel, he ſhould never want a Penny at time of Need, 


That 
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That then he came away with what he had gotten, and left them all there: That how 

ong they ſtaid there after, he could not tell, nor whither they went; but that, when 
he was got from thence a good diſtance, he look'd back, and ſaw the Houſe on Fire; 
That he came to Worceſter about Six of the Clock in the Morning. 

Then the Queen's Council bad him relate how he came to be apprehended : Which 
he did, according to the Account before given. 

Then the Priſoner, at the Bar, deſired leave to ask the Witneſs ſome Queſtions ; 
which being granted, he ſaid to him, Whither do you ſay I went, when (as you ſay) 1 
parted from you ?. The Witneſs reply'd, I cant tell whither yon went. Then the 
Priſoner ſaid, How came I to read the Letter, when, you ſay, there were no Candles 
in the Houſe? The Witneſs anſwer'd, I never ſaid any ſuch thing; I aid only, That 
we could find no whole Candles; and, you know, there were only Inches. The Priſo- 
ner reply'd, I know ! U know nothing of it. | 

Then Edward Lamb, of Grafton-Flyfor4, Blackſmith, was ſworn, and ſaid, That up- 
on Wedneſday the 19th of Novemb. laſt, John Bluck, then Servant to the Priſoner at the 
Bar, brought a Pair of Skrew-barreld Piſtols, of his Maſter's, to his Shop, to be un- 
skrew'd and clean d: That one of the Piſtols was ſo ruſty, that he could not unskrew + 
it, without laying it in Oil before the Fire all Night; and, that the ſaid Piſtol had a 
Crack in the Butt of it. _ | 

The Priſoner, at the Bar, askd the Witneſs, If he thought that Piſtol might have 
been us'd within a Fortnight? To which the Witneſs anſwer'd, He could not tell 
whether it might or no. The Queen's Council then interpos'd : _—— We do not ſay 
the Piſtol was fir'd, but made uſe of for knocking the murder'd Perfon down; and a 
ruſty Piſtol might ſerve as well for that purpoſe, as a clean one: Tho), it may be, the 
Uſing the Piſtol in that Manner, might be the Occaſion of its being ſo ruſty. 

The Priſoner then ask'd the Witneſs, If he thought Blood would ruſt a Piſtol? To 
which he reply'd, He could not tell; he had never try'd. 

He ask d alſo, If the Crack the Witneſs had taken notice of in the Stock of that pi- 
ſtol, was a new one, or an old one? He anſwer'd, He did not obſerve it ſo ſtrictly, 
that he could tell. | 

Then the Smith's Man was call'd, and ſworn, and ſaid, That ſuch a Pair of Piſtols 
had been brought to his Maſter's Shop, as had been ſaid, and, that one of them was ve- 
ry ruſty ; but, that he did not obſerve any Crack in the Stock of ir. 

Mary Barnes being ſworn, ſaid, That ſhe was Servant to Mrs. Palmer, when her Son, 
the Priſoner at the Bar, and ſhe, parted Houſhold, Three or Four Years ago; that he then 
dealt very cruelly with her, and would not let her have ſo much as a Bed to lie on, nor 
ſo much Linnen, of the many Sheets and much Table-Linnen ſhe had ſpun, as would 
wrap round her Finger: That there was a Bed, the Feathers of which were his, 
and the Tick hers; and he took the whole from her: That he ow'd her too J. and 
would never pay her any Intereſt ; but when ſhe ask d for it, would be in a Rage, and 
go away from her; and, That ſhe had heard her Miſtreſs, ſeveral times of late, com- 
plain of his Unkindnefs to her. . 

Another, that had been Mrs. Palmer's Servant, after Mary Barnes, depoſed, That her 
Miſtreſs often complain'd bitterly, with Tears, of her Son's Undutifulneſs and Unkind- 
nefs to her; and, that tho ſhe lov'd him dearly, yet he would hardly ever come near 
Her, or take any notice of her: That ſhe has heard her ask him for Intereſt of roo !. 
te ory 2 but never ſaw him pay her any; and that he would be very angry when 
ſhe ask d him. 

* Rebecca Rogers, of Upton Snedsbury, being ſworn, ſaid, That on the Sunday in the After- 
noon, before the Murder of Mrs. Alice Palmer, going by the ſaid Mrs. Palmer's Houſe; 
ſhe ask d her to come in: That ſhe went in; and, whilſt there, heard her complain, 
That her Son had taken away her Bitch, that was her only Guard, and us'd to bark 
when any body came near the Houſe : That ſhe ſeem'd much concern'd for the Lofs of 
her; and ſhew'd her how the Bolt of her Door had lately been put back: That ſhe 
aid, ſhe was afraid to ſtay in the Houſe, and would leave it at Laady-aay. ; 
Francis George, of Libery, Weaver, depos'd, That, on the 6th of Nov. laſt, he went to 
Mrs. A. Palmer's Houſe, to make up an Account with her, about ſome Flax he had bought 
for her the laſt Alceſter-Fair: That ſhe told him, She was then ſpinning up the laſt 
Pound of that which he had bought for her the Year before. That ſhe complain'd much 
of her Son's Unkindnefs to her, and ſaid, That he would not ſo much as write a Let- 
ter for her. That he would ride out of his Way, rather than come near her Houſe ; 
and, that he ow'd her a great deal of Money, but would pay her none, That then he 
ask d her, Why ſhe did not make him pay her? To which ſhe reply'd, Would you have 
tne trouble him? No, I will beg my Bread upon my Knees firſt. That ſhe told him, at the 
lame time, The Bolt of her Door had been thruſt back, not long before; and, Thar her 
| Wy Son 
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Son had taken away her * Dog, that was a very good Night- Watch, and thre only Defen 
ſhe had; ſo that now ſhe durſt not go to Bed till Twelve or One of the Clock, and was 
glad therefore of a Man in the Houſe ; and, upon that Account, kept him with her, at 
Cards, till it was One or Two in the Morning. 

Ihen the Queen's Council call'd John Wickfall, of Upton Snodsbury, who was ſworn, and 
directed to give the Judge and Jury an Account of his writing a Letter for Mrs. Alice 
Palmer. Which he did, to this purpoſe : 7 | | 

That on the 7th of Nov. laſt, he went, at the Requeſt of Mrs. Alice Palmer, ſignify'd 
to him by her Maid-Servant, the Day before, to the faid Mrs. Palmer's Houſe, to write 
a Letter for her; being us'd to write Letters for her when ſhe had occaſion : That it 
was about Five of the Clock in the Evening, when be came to her Houſe, and that he 
ſtay'd there till Ten or Eleven. That the Reaſon of his ſtaying there ſo long, was, Thar 

Mrs. Palmer told him, ſhe was apprehenſive of ſome Deſign againſt her; for that the 
Bolt of her Door had been lately thruſt back, and ſhe had Joſt her Dog: But ſhe ſaid, 

Indeed, ſhe had got a New Bolt. | 

Then the Priſoner ſaid, That his Mother had loſt her Key ſome time ago, and ſo had 
occaſion to have a Bolt made; but orherwiſe, believ'd, ſhe had no reaſon to be afraid. 
He call'd one, who depoſed, That Mrs. Palmer had, ſome conſiderable time before her 
being murder'd, loſt her Key ; and upon that Account, had a Bolt made to her Door. 

Then the Witneſs; Wickfal, being directed to go on with his Evidence about the Let- 
ter, ſaid, That whilſt he was at Mrs. Palmer's Houſe, ſhe gave him a Letter out of her 
Pocket, to write an Anſwer to: That he read the Letter, being from Mrs. Mary Ba- 
ker of London, her Niece, to know of her Aunt, whether ſhe had receiv'd ſome Sweer 
Oil, Anchovies, and Galy-pots, which ſhe had ſent ker. That he wrote an Anſwer to 
this Letter, as deſir'd, ſignifying the Receipt of the Things foremention'd, and put 
it into his Pocket, in order to deliver it into the Poſt-Houſe, at Worceſter, the next day; 
but Mrs. Palmer being, in the mean time, murder'd, he did not. 

Then being askd, If he had the Anſwer which he had written to Mrs. Baker's Let- 
ter about him? Heproduc'd it in Court, and the Judge open'd, and read it, and faid, 
He found the Contents of it to be ſuch as the Witneſs had ſaid, and that it was dated 
Nov. 7. 17C9. X. 

The Witneſs then being ask'd, What Mrs. Palmer did with the Letter he had written 
that Anſwer to? ſaid, 1 ſaw her put it into her Pocket. Being ask'd, At what time ? 
he ſaid, Juſt before he came away, about Ten or Eleven of Clock. Then the Judge faid, 
She put the Letter into her Pocket at Ten or Eleven o Clock, and at Twelve ſhe was 
Murder'd. A ſhrewd Evidence! | 

Emanuel Rogers, of Upton Snodsbury, being ſworn, and directed to give an Account of 
his finding Mrs. Palmer's Body, ſaid, That on the Night between the 7th and Sth of 
Novemb. laſt, hearing the Cry of Mrs. Palmer's Houſe being on Fire, he ran to help 
thereat, and take care of Mrs. Palmer: That when he came to the Houſe, not finding 
her without Doors, he willing to ſave her, ruſh'd into the Houſe, and went into the 
Room where he knew ſhe us'd to lie; and there finding Two Bodies lie acroſs the Feet 
of the Bed, cover'd over with a Linnen Cloth, he took up one of them in his Arms, 
(not knowing which) and endeavourd to carry it out; but when he came into the mid- 
dle of the Houſe, let it fall: That then it was taken up by Ralph Unton, and carry'd 
out. And farther, That he could not go back to fetch the other Body, for the Vehe- 
mence of the Fire; for that the Houſe was then all in Flames, and, preſeatly after, 
fell in. That he ſay not any Wounds, when he took up the Body, but perceiv'd it to be 
all bloody; and that, after he came out of the Houſe, he ſaw ſeveral Wounds about 
her Head and Face. R 
Ralph Unton, alſo of Upton, depoſed, That he took up Mrs. Palmer's Body from the 
Floor, where Emanuel Rogers had let it fall, and carried it out of the Houſe ; but ſaw 
not the Wounds, till the Body had been laid out: That then he ſaw ſeveral. mortal 
Wounds about her Face and Neck. | 
Ihen the Priſoner ask'd, Where the mortal Wounds were, which, he ſaid, he ſaw ? 
To whom the Judge reply'd, Mr. Palmer, you need not ask ſuch Queſtions; there js 
no doubt but your Mother was wilfully murder'd. 


Mr. Thomas Aſbfeild, Coroner, was ſworn, and deſir'd to give an Account of the 


Wounds found in Mrs. Palmer's, and her Maid Heſter Loxley's, Bodies, upon the Inqueſt : 
Who ſaid, That Mrs. Palmer had a Bruiſe on her Forehead, a great Slaſh on the ſide of 


her Face, and ſeyeral deep Wounds on her Neck and Breaſt, which he took to be mor- 
| | tal 
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* Ralph Unton, the Elder, of Upton-Suodsbury, was alſo bound to give Evidence of what he knew concerning 
Mrs, P«/mer's Dog, or rather Bitch: However, by Negligence of the Proſecutor, he was not called to that Mar- 
ter; but has ſince given under his Hand, and offers to iwear, That he knew Mrs. Palmer's Bitch very weſl; and 
A5. not long before her being murder d, he found the ſaid Bitch dead in Bow-wood ; and that, a few days after, 
Mrs. Fal mer yay to him, that her Son had taken away her Bitch; he told her. that her Bitch lay dead in 
Bon- wo. At which the was very much troubled, and ſaid, I wonder what they mean? 
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that he could not diſcern whether there were any Wounds on it, or no; but that he 
thought ſhe had a Bruiſe on her Skull. r e 


tal Ones, but eſpecially One, that was very deep: That the Maid's Body was ſo burnt, 


Bodies. 


Then the Judge ask'd the Priſoner, at the Bar, What he had to offer in his Defence ? 
To which he anſwer'd, ; | | 


That he thought it very hard, a Gentleman's Life ſhould be taken away upon the Evi- 
dence of ſuch a wicked and barbarous Rogue, as Hunt had even confeſs'd himſelf to be. 
The Judge reply'd, That it was certain, he was a very bad Man; but yet there was 


a Neceſſity, in ſome Caſes, of takin ſuch Mens Evidence: Otherwiſe, ſuch ſecret Vil- 


lanies, as theſe, could never be diſcover'd, or puniſh'd. That if his Evidence had been 
alone, it might well have been objected againſt ; but, that it was ſupported by other ve- 
ry material Proof, and render'd credible by the Concurrence ot divers remarkable Cir- 
cumſtances ; particularly, his moſt undutiful and unnatural Behaviour towards his Mo- 
ther, his taking away her Dog, that was ſo good a Houſe-Watch, ſo near the Time of 
her being murder'd, and the reading of the Letter. | 


The Priſoner pleaded, That as to the * Letter, he might ſafely grant, there was ſuch 


a One read at the time of the Murder; but that it might be read by any Accomplice of 


Hunt's, that could read; and, that it did not prove, that he was in the Fact. 

The Judge reply d, It proy d that Hunt had an Accomplice with him that could read; 
and, it being the ſafeſt way for him, to charge it upon the right Perſon; why ſhould he 
charge it upon a wrong ? And why, above all, upon the Son of the Perſon murder'd ? 


That he could not expect, Men would eaſily believe a thing ſo barbarous and unnatural, 
where there was neither Provocation nor Temptation ſufficient to ground ſuch a Fact 


upon; and that therefore, if he had invented a falſe Account of theſe Murders, the 


Son of one of the Perſons murder'd, and hea Gentleman of a competent Fortune, muſt 


fare have been the laſt Man in the World to be thought of, for an Accomplice in them. 
Then the Priſoner ſaid, The Witneſs accus d him, that there might be no body left 


to proſecute him afterwards. 


The Judge anſwer'd : -- Hehad no reaſon to fear that, after a full Confeſſion of his 
own Guilt, and free Diſcovery of the Accomplices concern'd with him. 

Then the Priſoner ſaid, He could prove his Mother's Bitch to be then alive; and, 
himſelf to have been ill, and at home, all that Night his Mother was murder'd. He 


deſird Mr. Sheldon, a Juſtice of Peace, might be ſworn : Which being done, he ask'd 
Mr. Sheldoz, If he did not receive a couple of Spaniels from him the other Day? Mr. Skel- 


don reply d, He did; and, that he ſent them to my Lord Conway's, but could not ſay, 
that either of them was his Mother's Bitch. Then the Priſoner ſaid, He would prove 
that his Mother's Bitch was one of them: For which purpoſe, he calbd his Servant, 
Humphrey Hayden, who being ſworn, and examin'd to that Matter, ſaid, That his Ma- 
ſter, not long before his Mother's Murder, ſent him to Mr. Sheldon's with a couple of 
Spaniels ; and that one of them, which he knew very well, was Mrs. Alice Palmer's Bitch. 

Then the Priſoner ſaid, He would prove himſelf to have been ill, and to have taken 
Phyſick the Day before his Mother was murder'd ; and, that he went to Bed early, and 
was not out of his Houſe all that Night: To which he produc'd many Witneſſes. 
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; * There is good ground for a violent Preſumption, that Mr. Palmer, after he had reachthis Let- 


ter, put it into his Pocket; and, that if the Frock-coat which Hunt, at his Examination in the Gaol 


before Mr. Chancellor Lloyd, faid, Palmer had on at the time of the Murders, [vid. Mr. Oliver's Evi- 
dence in his own W aua. 29.] had been ſearch d, either at the time when he was apprehended, or 
at any time after, before his Tryal, the whole, or at leaſt, good part of it might have been produc'd 
againſt him. For, tho' John Wickfalldepos'd, That he faw Mrs. Palmer put the Letter into her Poc- 
ket, but Two Hours before ſhe was murder d; yer it appears by the Information of A Barnes, 
who attended her Body all the next Day, and ſearch d her Pocket, and the Information of Eliz. Hel- 
ton, who was preſent when her Pocket was ſearch d, both taken upon Oath, that no ſuch Letter was 
found therein; tho ſome Papers, other little things, and particularly, a little Box with fome Six- 
-Pences in it, and ſome Farthings, were: And, tho Mr. Palmer never came near his Mother's Bes 
dy, after the was murder'd, yer did William Toll:y, of Libery, on the 19th Day of Auguſt, 1708. make 
Affidavit, That upon Eafter-Tueſday before, [being betwixt the Conviction and Execution of thig 
unhappy Gentleman] ſearching the Pockets of a brown Frock, that belong d to Mr. Job» Palmer, oft. 
Libery, lately executed, he found in One of the Pockets of the ſaid Frock, a Piece of a Letter, which 


had been torn [downwards] thro' the middle; and in that Piece read the following Words: Au- 
chovies --- Pickled Oijters — Sweet Oil --- Niece --- Baker, That he laid the faid Piece of a Letter up- 
on a Plate-Shelf in the Kitchin; and the Houſe being made clean that Day, he ſuppos d the Maid 
might ſweep it away, for that he could not find it again, tho he had look d for it, 
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An Megoot, his Maid-Setvantz ſwore, That the Day before the Murder of Mrs. PI. 
mer; het Maſtet, the Prifoner ac che Bar, was out of order, and took Phyſick ; that fhe 
made him Grud, and tetided bn him all the Morning; but in the Afternoon, went to 
fetch her Cloaths from her former Maſter, Richard Wootttrard's, of Throtkmorton, and 
came not home tilf Eleven of the Clock at Night. That ſhe aw her Maſter next Mor- 
- ning, when call'd up.to the Fire. - $340 PPV NF 8 4" TIO 
Another Servant [John Bluck, or John Parry] being ſworn, faid, That he took notice 
his Maſter was not well the Day before his Mother was murder'd ; and that he went to 
bed at Seyen or Eight of the Clock that Night. | «ts Ste Sr nb 
Another Servant L John Parry, or John Bluck] depos'd, That when he came in from 
ſome Place where he had been, his Maſter was juſt going to bed; and that he took no- 
tice, the Clock ſtruck Eight after he was gone up Stairs. _ ie Ms 
Mrs. Symonds, being ſworn, ſaid, That the Priſoner was ill, and took Phyſick, and 
was not out of his Houſe the whole Day before Mrs. Palmer's Murder; that ſhe ſaw 
him go up to bed, betwixt Seven and Eight of the Clock-that Night; that ſhe ſat up 
till Eleven of the Clock, with her Daughter, the Priſoner's Wife, ironing Cloaths ;/ 
and that her Son Palmer did not come down again, out of his Chamber, whilſt ſhe was 
up. That ſhe heard him the. next Morning, about Two of the Clock; when he was 
call'd up about the Fire. That ſhe was ſure he was innocent, and hoped the Jury would 
Take it into Conſideration, and have a care what they did. l 
John Amphlet, his Servant, ſwore, That he ſaw his Maſter, the Priſoner at the Bar, 
go to bed the Night Mrs. Palmer was murder'd, about Seven or Eight of the Clock. 
That he ſaw the Maid take up Coals in the Warming-Pan, for warming her Maſter's 
Bed; and that he ſaw him go up Stairs, a little after her. That he [the Witneſs] 
fat up till Ten or Eleven of the Clock, and did not ſee his Maſter come down again, 
in that time. That he roſe at Two of the Clock in the Morning, at the Noiſe of the 
Fire; and, at his coming down Stairs, ſaw his Maſter in the Kitchin, dreſſing himſelf. 
Humphrey Ha den, his Servant-Boy, being ſworn, ſaid, That he ſaw his Maſter at 
home, at about Eight of the Clock that Night the Murder was committed, and (as 
he remember'd) not well; that his Maſter, about that Time, order'd ſome Coals to be 
taken up for warming his Bed ; that the Maid being gone up before, he lighted his Ma- 
ſter up to the top of the Stairs, and ſaw him go into his Chamber; and that he did 
nat ſee him again, till his Maſter calld him up, in the Morning, to go to the Fire, 
Mary Figget, Maid-Servant to the Priſoner, depos'd, That her Maſter took Phyſick 
the Day before his Mother's Murder, and went not out any where all that Day. That 
ſhe warm'd her Maſter's Bed that Night, about Eight of the Clock; and ſaw him go 
to bed. That, about two or three Hours after, her Miſtreſs went to bed ; that ſhe 
went up with her, and warm'd the Truckle-Bed for her; for that her Maſter being ill, 
had ſa id, before he went to bed, That he would lie alone: But that, as her Miſtreſs 
was golag to bed, her Maſter wak'd, and cauſed her to come to bed to him. That 
The tuck'd up her Miſtreſs to her Maſter, and ſaw them both in bed together. And 
3 Maſter roſe at Two of the Clock in the Morning, when they all got up to 
the Fire. | 
22 Wickfall, of Upton-Snodsbury, depos d, That on the Night between the 7th and 
8th of November laſt, betwixt One and Two of the Clock, underſtanding that Mrs. 
Palmer was murder'd, and her Houſe on fire, he ran to the Houſe of the Prifoner at 
the Bar, and there rapping hard at the Windows, Mr. Palmer came to his Chamber- 
Window in his Shirt, and ask'd, What was the Matter ? To which he anſwer'd, 
Matter enough, for that his Mother was murder'd, and her Houſe all on fire. And 
that thereupon he ſaid, God forbid ! and came down Stairs. 
Fob She!ten, alſo produc'd on the part of the Priſoner, being ſworn, ſaid, That upon 
the Noiſe of the Fire, he went to acquaint Mr. Palmer of it; but when he came to the 
Houſe, found John Wickfall telling him what had happen'd ; and that he ſaw him at his 
Chamber-Window, in his Shirt. 
The Judge ſaid, There is no doubt, but Mr. Palmer was then in bed. | 
Awarey Hepkins, who had been Servant to Mrs. A. Palmer, being ſworn, and ask'd by 
the Priſoner, Whether his Mother uſed to keep much Money by her, when ſhe liv'd 
with her? Anſwer'd, She kept ſo little, that ſhe never kept it under Lock and Key. 
Then the Priſoner call'd ſeveral to kis Reputation, 
One, who, upon Oath, ſaid, That he was well acquainted with Mrs, A. Palmer; and 
that, lately, having Diſcourſe with her, about her Son, ſhe ſaid, He was as dutiful a 
Child, as any was in the World. | 
Juſtice Sheldon, who ſaid, He was his near Neighbour, and never heard that he be- 
hav'd himſelf otherwiſe than well. Being ask'd, by the Priſoner, If he thought him 
guilty of theſe Murders ? He reply'd, He could not anſwer to that. LR Rep 
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Mr. Thomas Gibſon, Clerk, who, being fworn, ſajd, That the Priſoner boarded witli 
him, and was inſtructed by him, in Letters, three or four Years; that whilſt he was 
with him, he behav'd himſelf civilly, and did not ſeem addicted to any Vice; that ſince, | 
he had had- no Correſpondence with him, nor heard otherwiſe than well of him, till 
of late. 5 
Mr. Thomas White, and Mr. Grove, Clergymen. One of them ſaid, That he had 
known Mr. Palmer ſome Years, and that he never ſaw any uncivil Action by him, or 
heard any Ill of him, till the Report of this Matter. The other, That he had always 
had a good Opinion of Mr. Palmer, and never knew or heard any thing of him unbeco- 
ming a Gentleman, till after he was apprehended. | 
The Judge hereupon ask'd, If any 0 thoſe Clergymen, that appear'd for him, were 
the Miniſter of the Pariſh where he liv'd? Which they anſwer'd in the Negative. His 
Lordſhip ſaid, That he, certainly, was the propereſt Man, of that Function, to give a 
Character of him. RIP Ep ; 
He called many more, of the Laity, who faid, He was a ſober Gentleman, a civil 
Neighbour, and well belov'd. | | 
Then Mr. R. S. brought into Court a Rental of the Priſoner's Eſtate, which, he ſaid, 
was near 200 J. per Annum, and an Account of Money due to him upon Bonds, &. at 
the time of his being apprehended, which amounted to 740/. And being ask'd, For 
what purpoſe he produc'd theſe Matters? He anſwer'd, To ſhew how little Reaſon 
the Gentleman at the Bar had to murder his Mother, for the ſake of her Jointure, (being 
but 35 J. per Annum) as had been reported. 
The Judge then ask'd, If he was the Perſon that took the Affidavits of ſo many 
(7, 8, or 9) of the Priſoner's Witneſſes, and got them ſworn to, by the ſaid Witneſſes, 
OP before a Maſter in Chancery? He acknowledg d, That he was. And Mr. Jahn Aſteley, 
4 Maſter in Chancery, being preſent in Court, and, upon Oath, declaring, That the ſaid 
4 K. S. had prevail'd with him to ſwear the ſaid Witneſſes to their ſeveral Afida- 
vits, by affirming, That they pertained to a Cauſe depending on the High-Court of 
Chancery; his Lordſhip reprimanded him for it ſeverely, as he had before ſeveral other 
Attorneys, who had ſhew'd themſelves very buſie on the behalf of the Priſoner, during 
His Tryal. The Attorney excus'd himſelf, as having done it only for Security, in caſe 
of the Death of any of the Witneſſes. The judge reply'd, He could not but know, 
That in that caſe, it would ſignifie nothing: But that, without doubt, he did it to keep 
the Witneſſes to what they had been prevail'd with to ſwear; that, true or falſe, they 
might be oblig'd to ſtand to it, or incur the Penalty of Perjury. | | 
Then the Queen's Council, .being ask'd, If they had any thing to reply to the Priſo- 
ner's Defence? deſired, That ſome of the Juſtices of the Peace, who took the priſo- 
.ner's Examination, when firſt apprehended, might be ſworn, and-inform the Court, 
What Account he then gave of himſelf. Whereupon, the Lord Biſhop of Oæon, being 
upon the Bench, depos'd, That the Priſoner at the Bar, did, upon his Examination before 
him, and ſeveral other Juſtices of the Peace, that Day he was committed to Priſon, de- 
clare, That, being out of order, he took Phylick the Day before his Mother was mur- 
der'd, and was not out of his Houſe all that Day: That he went to bed at Five of the 
Ons in the Evening : That he did not lie with his Wife that Night; but, being ill, 
y alone. 


Thomas Wylde Eſq; Juſtice of the Peace, at that Time Foreman of the Grand-Jury, 
being deſir'd to come into Court, depos'd the ſame. 

Edward Lambe, of Grafton-Flyford, being ſworn, ſaid, That the Priſoner at the Bar 
was at his Shop the Day before Mrs. Palmer was murder'd, near, if not quite two Hours, 
about Noon; and that he there ſmote at the Anvil, with the Sledge-Hammer; and 
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help'd him to turn a Sett of Shooes for a Grey Mare he had brought with him. 1 
To this the Priſoner anſwer'd, That he might be ill, and rake Phylick that Day, and 
yet be at the Smith's Shop, for that it was not far from his own Houſe. g 
Then John Boſwell, of Perſhore, Collar-Maker, was ſworn, and ſaid, T hat on Friday 
the 7th of November laſt, he was ſent, by his Maſter, Tonathan Barnet, to Mr. Pal rs 
Houſe, at Libery, for a Horſe's Hide: That he came thither betwixt Four and Five of the 
Clock in the Evening, and ask'd a Man-Servant of Mr. Palmer's, for his Maſter.? Who 
told him, That his Maſter was gone from home. That then he went direRly back to 
Perſbore, where he arrived about Six of the Clock. ©... 
Richard Woodward, of Throckmorton, was ſworn, and ſaid, That about a Week after 
the Murder of Mrs. Palmer, (on the Tueſday after, as he thought) and before Mr. Pa- 
mer's Commitment, he met Ann Meggot (who had left bis Service but the A chae l ma- 
before, and was then Mr. Palmer's Servant) in the Field near Throckmorton ; and that, 
diſcourſing there with her, about the aforeſaid Murder, ſhe told him, That ſhe had 
waſh'd her Maſter Palmer's bloody Coat. That asking het thereupon, How that came 
about? She ſaid, Her Maſter had told ber, his Noſe had bled in the Night. And far- 
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tler, That ſhe ſaid, the was afraid to ſtay in her Maſter's Service, and would leave it 
the next Days n 3 . 

Then Am Megpot being confronted with him, deny'd it all, both Time and Thing. 
And the Priſoner ſaid, He would prove that A. Meggot was not at Throtkmorton that 
Pay. | ; k , A | 3 , TY 
| 4 he judge anſwer'd, That if ſhe ſaid the Words, and before her Maſter's Commit- 
ment, as had been poſitively ſworn, it was no matter what Day it was: ' 

Then iam Tomlins, of Hill, in the Pariſh of Fladbury, Shepherd, being called and 
ſworn, ſaid, That on the Sunday before Mr. Palmer was apprehended, John Amphlet, 
then Servant to the ſaid Palmer, told him, as walking together out of Pidale-Field; 
where he had accidentally met him, towards John Crump's Houſe at Piddle, That he 
thought it was betwixt One and Two of the Clock, that notice came to his Maſter of 

his Mother's being murder'd, and her Houſe ſer on fire; for that they were all up till 
Twelve of the Clock, that Night, on account of his Maſter's being forth; and that his Maſter 
had been but a little while in bed, when the News was brought. f 

Jane Figget of Fladbury, Widow, depos'd, That on Saturday, the Day after Mrs. Pal- 
mers Murder, John Amphlet, Setvant to Mt. John Palmer of Libery, came, about Four 
of the Clock in the Afternoon, to her Houſe at Libery; and being ask'd, If his Maſtet 
and Miſtreſs were not mightily concern'd at the Murder of their Mother, ſaid, That 
his Miſtreſs was ſo much concern'd, that they could hardly keep Life in her: And ad- 
ded theſe Words; To ſee how things will fall out; my Maſter was but alittle before the Burning 
that way, and all was well, | 

Then Fehr Amphlet, being call'd, deny'd every thing that the Three laſt Witneſſes 
had ſworn. Whereupon, the Reverend Mr. Chancellor Zloyd, Juſtice of the Peace, be- 
ing on the Bench, depos'd, That on the 22d of November laſt, being the Day after the 
Commitment of the Priſoner at the Bar, 7 ohn Ampblet, with ſeveral others of his Ser- 
vants, coming before him, and four Juſtices of the Peace more, and, deſiring to be exa- 
min'd, offer'd to ſwear, That his Maſter Palmer went to bed, on the 7th of November, 
at Eight of the Clock, and never wore brown Cloaths. That there having not, before 
that Time, been any mention made of what Cloaths Mr. Palmer had on at his Mother's 
Murder, they ſuſpected, that he came inſtructed what to ſay, and therefore examin'd 
him the more cloſely. That they askd him, How he knew it was the 7th of November 
that he ſaw his Maſter go to bed at Eight of the Clock? And he anſwer'd, Sure he 
knew that well enough, and would ſwear it. That having ask'd him, What Month 
was before November, he could not tell; what Month follow'd it, he could not tell; 

how many Days there were in November, he could not tell; how many Weeks there 
were in November, he could not tell; how many Months there were in a Year, he could 
not tell. That then, arguing to him, and asking him, If he could tell none of theſe 
eaſy things, how he could tell, that it was on the 7th of November that he ſaw his Ma- 
ſter go to bed at Eight of the Clock? He anſwer'd, That he fear'd God, and would 
ſwear it. That having ask'd him, How long he had been with his Maſter ? He anſwer'd, 
' Three Weeks. What Day then of the Month of October (which they told him) he came 
to his Maſter? He could not tell. That they ask'd him, Whether he knew his Mafter 
before he became his Servant? To which he anſwer'd, No. That then they ſaid to 
him, If he had been with his Maſter. but three Weeks, and did not know him before, ke 
could not ſay, of his own Knowledge, that his Maſter never wore brown Cloaths4,And - 
that, inſiſting thereon, he, at laſt, confeſs'd, That Old Madam [which he afterwards 
explain'd to be Mrs. Symonds] had told him ſo, as he rode before her to Town that Mornin 2 
and that ſie bad beg d of him, for God's ſake, and for Chriſt's ſake, to ſay, That he ſaw 55 
Maſter ga to bed at Eight of the Clock on the 7th of November, and 1 he never wore 
brown beds. | | 1 TY 
Then the Priſoner deſir'd, that the Depoſitions of the Witneſſes, againſt him, at 
firſt taken before the Juſtices of the Peace, might be produc'd and compar'd with what 
they had then ſaid in Court. Whereupon, the Judge calFd for them, and examin'd 
them, and ſaid, They agreed exactly with the preſent Evidence. The Priſoner alſo, be- 
ing permitted, perus'd them; but made no Objection, 

Then, being ask'd if he had any more Witneſſes, he call'd of the County 
Priſon, who, being ſworn, ſaid, That when Giles Hunt was firſt committed to Gaol, 
upon Suſpicion of his having murder'd Mrs. Palmer, &c. the then Gaoler, Edward Story, 
took the ſaid Hunt into a Room, by himſelf, to try what he could get out of him; and 
that then he, [the 33 and another of the Priſon, being placed very near to hear- 

ken, the ſaid Hum did accuſe only Dur. 

Edward Story, being ſworn, ſaid, That when Giles Hunt was firſt committed to hi 
Cuſtody, upon Suſpicion of Mrs. Palmer's Murder, &c. He took the ſaid Hunt into a 
Room, by himlelt, (having ſet two Perſons to hearken) to try if he would confeſs any 

thing 3 and that then telling him what had been found at his Brother's Houſe, in the 
FT” | College 
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College Church-yard, he confeſsd the Facts, and ſaid, That one Dun, and he; oh, 
was concern'd with him. 9 | | 

This being different from the Account the ſaid Story had firſt given of Hint's Confeſ- 
ſton to the Juſtices, the Court examin'd him ſtrictly; and, at laſt, brought him to own, 
That altho' Hunt nam'd only Dun, yet that he acknowledg'd there were alſo two more, 
whom, he ſaid, he would never name, 1 | 
Then Richard Wyntle was ſworn, and ſaid, That he being placed within hearing, 
when Story examin'd Hunt, heard the ſaid Hunt accuſe only Dun. That at another time 
he heard Hunt ſay, That Palmer and Symonds were innocent, and that he had accus'd 
him only to ſave his own Life: That there were One or Two more in the Room, be- 
ſides himſelf, when theſe laſt Words were ſpoken, but that He did not know who they were, 
nor whether they heard the Words ſpoken, or no. That he committed the ſame.to Writing, 
and diſpers'd ſeveral Copies thereof; and that there liv'd a Writing-Maſter near the 
Court, who had written ſeveral Copies for him: That : was, indeed, ſome Days before 
he diſpers'd any Copies , but it was as ſoon as he could. | 4 
The Queen's Council ſaid, That it was above a Week after the Day, on which the 
Witneſs Myntle's Papers make the Words to have been ſpoke, before any of thoſe Pa- 
pers appear'd. "AF | 6 20000 
Wyntle depos'd farther, That upon the 21ſt of November laſt, about One or Two of 
the Clock ia the Afternoon, when Hunt expected to be ſent for, and confronted, firſt 
with Mr. Palmer, before the Juſtices, he ſaid, He did not know how he ſhould do to 
know Mr. Palmer; and that one ſtanding by, having an Apron on, whom he [the Wit- 
I neſs] did not know, but took to be ſome Tradeſman of the City, ſaid to Hunt, That 
he might know him well enough, for that he was a thin palefac'd Man; wore a naturat 
Wig, and had on black Cloaths. | 
Then the Judge ſaid, What is this Man who ſwears this? The Witneſs anſwer'd, I 
am a Surgeon. The Council, He is a Jayl-Bird, , 
Thea Mr. Thomas Oliver, Regiſter of the Dioceſe, depoſed, That between Ten and 
Eleven of the Clock in the Morning, of the Morrow after Giles Hunt was committed 
to Worceſter-Gaol, Li. e. November 21.7 he, at the Deſire of the Lord Biſhop of Oxford, 
and other Juſtices of the Peace, went with the Reverend Dr. Lloyd, Chancellor of the 
Dioceſe, and Mr. William Galloway, Subdean of the Cathedral-Church.of Worceſter, to 
the ſaid Gaol, in order to take in Writing the farther Evidence and Information of 
the ſaid Hunt, (if he had any thing more to diſcover, relating to the Murder of Mrs. 
Palmer, &c.) and in the Preſence of the ſaid Dr. Lloyd and Mr. Galloway, he then writ i 
down what the ſaid Hunt ſpoke, as his farther Information, in Hunt's own Words, or 7 
to the very ſame Effect: And, among other things, he ſaid, That Palmer (to the beſt 1 
of his Remembrance, for that he never {aw him, as he knew, before he met him under 1 
. Church-hill-Oak, the Night the ſaid Murder was committed) was a thin palefac'd Man, . 
had long brown Hair, (if his own) or a Periwig of that Form and Colour, and had a 1 
Frock-Coat on, and was about his own Height, fo near as he could ſee and obſerve, by 1 
the Light of the Candles that were burning in the Houſe, whilſt they were robbing it. 1 
Then Hunt was call'd up, and the judge ſaid to him, Vou, Hunt, here's one ſwears, | 
That when you came firſt to the Caſtle, you ſaid, That Palmer and Symonds were inno- 8 
cent; and that you had only accus'd them, to ſave your own Life. | ik 
Hunt anſwer'd, My Lord, I never ſaid ſuch a Word in my Life; and askd Myntle, | 
Where he heard him ſay this? Whrtle reply'd, In the Caſtle. Then ſaid Hunt, Can 


you bring any one elſe to prove it? I challenge you. I'm ſure never told you, or any 
body elſe, any ſuch thing. | | 

Then the Judge, enquiring what Reputation Wyntle had, the Council ſet up George 
Turner, a Priſoner of the Caſtle z who, being ſworn, ſaid, That Mr. Hyntle promis'd 
him, he ſhould have Forty Pounds, if he would forſwear himſelf, to ſave a Man's Life. 

Hereupon, the Judge ſaid, There is no doubt, but that Man that will hire another 
to take a falſe Oath, will take a falſe Oath himſelf, upon Occaſion, Mr. Palmer, Would 
you call any more Witneſſes? Or, Have you any more to ſay ? 

The Priſoner anſwer'd, My Lord, I have ſaid enough. | | ks 

Thea the Judge ſumm'd up the Evideace, and ſeat out the Jury ; who, in a little more 
than an Hour, brought him in Guilty. | 


The Court thank'd them for their Service, and adjourn'd to the Afternoon, Three 
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| At Three of the Clock in the Afternoon, the Court met, and Thomas Symonds and 
+ _ Thomas Dun, alias William Hobbins, were ſet to the Bar, and arraigned each for the 
; Tame Facts Palmer had been, upon Four ſeveral Indictments. | 
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Then the Jury being charg'd, Hobbint was ſet down: The Witneſſes for the Queen 
were call'd, being the ſame as at Palmey's Tryal, except thoſe that peculiarly related 
to him. And, having given their Evidence, the Priſoner at the Bar [Symonds] was ask d, 
What he had to ſay for himſelf? Who anſwer d, That he would prove himſelf to have 
been at home all that Day, and all that Night Mrs. Palmer was murder'd; and called 
his Witneſſes to that end; who were, Sheldon Stephens of Wyre-Piddle, with whom he 
lodg'd ; the Wife of the ſaid Stephens; Mr. Green, her Brother, wholiv'd in the Houſe ; 
the Man, and two Maids of the Houſe ; one Hammond, a Shopkeeper in Piddle , and 
the Miller of Pidale, and one Perſon more. : | 

The Maid, being ſworn, ſaid, That the Priſoner at the Bar was at home all the Day 
and Night of Mrs. Palmer's Murder, being very ill of a great Cold. That ſhe liv'd in 
the Houſe, and was ſure of it. ah 

Mr. Green, and the Man-Servant, ſwore to the ſame Purpoſe *. _ - 

Another depos'd, That, as he was going to Worceſter, in the Evening of that Day 
on which Mrs. Palmer was murder'd, he ſaw the Priſoner at the Bar. at home, with a 
white Cap on; and ask'd him, How he did? To which the Priſoner reply'd, He was 
not well, he had got a great Cold. That, coming back from Worceſter the next Morn- 
ing, he ſaw him again, with his Cap on, and ask'd him, How he did now ? To which 
he anſwer'd, He had taken ſome Phyſick over Night, and bop'd he ſhould be better. 
The other Maid, being ſworn, ſaid, That the Priſoner at the Bar, being ill of a great 


Cold, ſent her, that Evening Mrs. Palmer was murder'd, to Hammond, the Shopkeeper 


of Piddle, for pennyworth of Brandy, and pennyworth of Treacle, and bid 
her order Hammond to ſet it down. That ſhe did ſo, and brought the ſaid Brandy and 
SI to the Priſoner at the Bar : That he took it, and went to bed at Nine of the 

ock. | | 
Hammond. the Shopkeeper, being ſworn, ſaid, That about Seven of the Clock that 
Night Mrs. Palmer was murder'd, a Maid-Servant of Mr. Stephens's came to his Shop, 
and ask d for penny worth of Brandy, and penny worth of Treacle, for the 
Priſoner at the Bar, and bid him put it down in his Book. That he deliver'd fo much 
Brandy and Treacle to the ſaid Maid-Servant, and put it down, as deſir d. 

He produc'd his Day-Book, being only a Sheet or Two of Paper, wherein was found 
written bennyworth of Brandy, and pennyworth of Treacle, deliyer'd to 
ſuch a One, Nor. 7. 1707. for the Uſe of Mr. Symonds. 8 . | 

The Judge ask'd him, If the Meſſenger paid for the Brandy and Treacle? To which 
the Witneſs anſwerd in the Affirmative. Then his Lordſhip ſaid, How came it to 
aſs, that you put it down ? Do you uſe to book Things down that are paid for ? The 

itneſs reply'd, That ſometimes he did. 

Mr Sheldon Stephens depos'd, That the Priſoner at the Bar and He lay together that 


Night Mrs. Palmer was murder'd. That the Priſoner went to bed at Nine of the 
Clock; and that as ſoon as he was laid down, he went to bed to him: And that they 


roſe together at Five of the Clock the next Morning. | 

Mrs. Stephens depos'd, That her Husbaud and the Priſoner at the Bar lay together 
that Night Mrs. Palmer was murder'd : That ſhe ſaw them in bed together at Ten of 
the Clock the ſame Night, having had Occaſion to go into the Room they lay in, for 
ſomething that ſhe wanted; and that ſhe heard the Priſoner cough in the Night, after 
ſhe was in bed, 

The Miller, being ſworn, ſaid, That about Seven of the Clock, that Night Mrs. 
Palmer was murder d, he was at Mr. Stephens's at Piddle, gelding a Dog; and there ſaw, 
at the ſame Time, the Priſoner at the Bar. © | 

The Priſoner, having produc'd all his Witneſſes, the Queen's Council deſir'd, that 
Charles Cocks Eſq; a Juſtice of the Peace, might be ſworn, and give an Account, what 
Sheldon Stephens, one of the Priſoner's Witneſſes, ſaid before him, at his Examina- 
tion, hel | 

Mr. Cocks, being ſworn, ſaid, That on the Friday Sevennight, after Mrs. Palmer's 
Murder, and before the Priſoner at the Bar was apprehended, he and ſeveral other Ju- 
ſtices of the Peace, examin'd Sheldon Stephens, upon Oath ; and that he then ſaid, That 
part of his Houſe being repairing, and thereupon his Family ſtreightned in room, he 
lay with the Priſoner at the Bar, moſt commonly, but ſometimes with his Wife. That. 
being ask d. If the Priſoner lay with him that Night Mrs. Palmer was murder d? He 
anſwer'd, That he could not ſay it. That being ask'd, If he could ſay he did: not lie 
with him? He anſwer'd, No. That he ſaid, He roſe early the next Morning, about 
Four of the Clock, to go to Worceſter-Market ; and, in his way thither, was told of 
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* Note, That Mr. Symonds, in his Examination before the Juſtices, decelar'd, That he had been 
out the greateſt part of that Day, (only coming home to Dinner, and going out afterwards again 


- Thooting about the Banks of the River Avon. 


[3] 
the Murders; and being thereupon deſir'd to recolle& himſelf, and tell them, whether 
kedid not leave the Priſoner at the Bar in bed behind him that Mornin 
That he neither could nor would ſwear it, for all the World. 

The judge obſery'd, That Stephens's Memory was very much improv'd, that he could 
he very politive and particular in a Matter that happen'd Five Months ago; of which, at 
but a Fortnight after it was done, he knew nothing at all. | 

Then Thomas Skinner was ſworn ; who gave an accouht of his taking of Symonds, and 
of the Inſtructions, which he heard Mr. Stephens give her Servant, in caſe he ſhould be 
examin'd by the Juſtices ; as is related above, p. 9. and 10, * | 
Then Hobbins was ſet to the Bar, and the ſame Evidence given againſt him, as againſt: 
Symonds. And being ask d, What he had to fay for himſelt? He faid, My Lord, I can 
prove myſelf almoſt. 40 Miles off, when the Facts were committed. And call'd his Ma- 
ſter; who, being ſworn, ſaid, That the Priſoner at the Bar work'd for him, at a 
Quarry at. in Ovfordſhire ;, and that on Friday the th of November laſt, at 
Night, he paid him for a Week's Work, when he paid the reſt of his Workmen. That 
he uſed to pay them on a Friday, for their Convenience of having Money to lay out on 
Saturday, at the Market. That the Priſoner bad then work'd for him four or five Weeks, 
was a careful laborious Fellow, and ſtuck cloſe to his Work. 

Another, being call'd, and ſworn, ſaid, That on Friday the 7th of November laſt, he 
was at the Priſoner's Houſe at Upton, by Burford, in Oxfordſhire, after it was Night, 
treating with him about ſome Sheep. 

Another depos'd, That he work'd with the Priſoner at the Bar, at the Quarry, all 
Friday, the 7th of November laſt. That he ſaw his Maſter pay him, for a Week's Work; 
that Evening; and, That his Maſter uſed to pay thoſe of his Workmen that deſir'd it 
on the Friday, becauſe the next Day was Market-Day. - 
Another, being ſworn, faid, That he work'd by the Priſoner at the Bar, in the Quar- 


ry, on Friday the 7th of November, all Day; and that he work'd with him alſo there, 
all the next Day. | 


Hobbins having produc'd all his Witneſſes, Symonds was fer to the Bar; and the judge 


ſumm'd up the Evidence againſt him, and for him : And proceeding to do the ſame with 
reſpe& to Hobbins, the ſaid Hobbins ſaid, 


My Lord, How could I be guilty of theſe Facts, when I have prov'd myſelf near 40 
Miles off, at the ſame Time? I won't loſe my Life ſo. | 


Then the Queen's Council calld William Hemming, of the City of Worceſter, Gent. 


who, being ſworn, ſaid, That being in Company, at the Talbot in Sidbury, with thoſe 
Men that appear'd for the Priſoner, Hobbins, he ask'd them, If they could clear Hobbins 
of the Murder at Upton-Snodsbury? And they anſwer'd, They could. That he then 


ſaid, And, I warrant, you'll clear him of that at Bradforton too? To which they reply'd, 


So they would. That then he faid, And, I don't doubt, but of any other Thing that 
ſhall come againſt him? And that thereupon, Fhey ſwore they would. | 
Then the judge ſumm'd up the Evidence on both ſides, and ſent out the Jury; who, 
in an Hour's time, brought them both in Guilty. 
Then John Palmer, Thomas Symonds, William Hobbins, John Allen, and Richard Bal- 
lard, (convicted of ſtealing the Horſe, which Hunt went to ſell for him at Beſeley-Fair, 
in Glouceſtcrſhire) being ſet to the Bar, receiv'd Sentence of Death. 


g? He replyd, 


2 


An Account of the Occaſion of the Biſhop of Oxford's going 
to the Priſoners after their Condemnation, and of bis Lord- 
ſhip's whole Tranſaction with them. 1 


F April 2. 1708. Being inform'd, that Mr. Villiam Herbert, one of Mr. Palmers 
Attorneys, had declared, at the Coffee-Houſe, That Symonds had threatned the 
Biſhop of Worceſter and Myſelf, That if we ſhould come to viſit the Priſon, he would 
do our buſineſs for us; I ſent, that Evening, to the Gaoler, to acquaint him what In- 
formation I had receiv'd ; and that I hoped he would ſecure his Priſoners, by Links, or 
otherwiſe, that they might not break out, to do farther Miſchief. 
I heard no more of this Matter (only, that Mr. Palmer and Symonds had no Chains, 
10 but a Lock on one of their Legs) till Wedneſday Morning, Apr. J. when Mr. George Maſon, 
| a Divine, with whom I had but ſmall Acquaintance, and Mr. Themas Symonds, an Attor- 
N ney at Law, to whom I was an utter Stranger, came from the Priſoners to me, and 
we | complain'd, That notwithſtanding Mr. Palmer had paid the Gaoler a Sum of Money to 
It keep off their Chains, he had loaded them with the heavieſt Irons in the Priſon, and 
"Yi ſaid, he had my Orders for it. | 
I aſſur'd them I gave no ſuch Orders; but only had ſent the Meſſage mention'd be- 
fore, which I repeated to them. They went from me to the Caſtle, and return'd to me 
after Prayers; when, the Gaoler coming in likewiſe, I calbd my Servant, whom I had 
ſent to the Gaoler, on the 2d, and demanded of both of them, What Meſſage had then 
been deliver d? They both agreed in that which 1 have related. Whereupon, I ask'd 
the Gaoler, How he could call that Meſſage, which imported my hopes, in general, 


9 that he would ſecure them, an Order from me, to load them with his heavieſt Irons? 
wy. þ Or, if he could miſtake it for an Order, How it came to paſs, that he took no notice 
i 'of it, from Friday till the Tueſday Night following ? | 
"pt He then ask'd me, Whether I would order the Links to be kept off, or put on? I re- 
40 ply'd, It was not my Buſineſs to order one or the other; that they were his Priſoners, 


N under the Sheriff; and that, as he was accountable for them, it was his Concern to take 
J's care of them, 
I | Some Hours after this, Mr. Maſon and Mr. Symonds came again from the Priſoners, 
ij 8 who, as they told me, return'd nie many Thanks for what I had done, diſown'd the 
14 threatning Words they were reported to have given out againſt me, and declared, they 
| ſhould be obliged by a Viſit from me. I reply'd, That it I received any Paper, under 
their Hands, importing their Deſire of my Company, I ſhould willingly go to them, and 
do them the beſt Service I could. _ 
The next Day, Thurſday, April 8. I received Letters from Mr. Palmer and Mr. Symonds, 
by their Relations, Mr. Maſon, and Mr. Symonds the Attorney; in which they both aſ- 
ferted their Innocency, as to the Facts for which they had been condemn'd, defired my 
Company that Evening, or when I ſhould be at Leiſure; and declared their Readineſs 
to receive my Advice, and follow my Inſtructions. | 
I comply'd, and went immediately to them, taking with me the two Perſons that 
brought their Letters. g 
When I came to them, I told them, That it was not Want of tender Compaſſion for 
them, or of Inclination to ſerve them, that had hinder'd my Viſiting them ſooner; 
but that I had heard they were poſleſs'd with ſuch Prejudices againſt me, as muſt obſtruct 
the good Effects of any Applications I could make to them; and which, if I could not 
remove, I muſt yet deſpair of being ſerviceable to them. I then mention'd what I had 
done, in concert with the other Juſtices of the Peace, as to the taking Examinations, 
Depoſitions, &c. in relation to the Murders and Byrnings, of which they had been 
found Guilty. I ſaid, it could not be imagin'd, that I had been influenc'd by any parti- 
cular Pique or Prejudice againſt them, or any of their Accomplices, they being all ſuch 
perfect Strangers to me, that I had not, to my Knowledge, ſeen the Face of any one 
of them, before they were apprehended ; that I ſhould gain nothing by any of their 
Deaths, nor loſe nothing if they all eſcaped : That I had been moved by nothing, but 
a Senſe of my Duty, and the Truſt repoſed in me, as I was in the Commiſſion tor the 
Peace, which, certainly, obliged me to uſe my beſt Endeavours, to diſcover thoſe that 
could be guilty of ſuch barbarous Murders, and bring them to Puniſhment ; to the end, 
that others might be deterr'd from committing ſuch execrable Villanies ; and that the 
Land might be cleanſed from the Blood with which it had been defiled ; which it could 
not be, but by the Blood of thoſe that ſhed ir. 
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That 


That havin 8. in that Capacity, honeſtly diſcharged my Duty to the Pablick, 1 ſhould, 
In another, which was my more proper Employment, as faithfully diſcharge it to them: 


I! then enter'd upon a Diſcourſe, on the Nature, Guilt, and Puniſhment of Sin in ge- 


meral; 1 repreſented to them the Heinouſneſs of thoſe Sins, in particular, of which 
they had been convicted; and the Dreadfulneſs of the Puniſhments which God had 
threatea'd againſt them. | 5 

Having inſiſted ſome Time on thoſe Heads, and endeavour'd to awaken them with 
the Terrors of the Lord, I open'd to them the Mercies of the Goſpel; where Pardon 
was offer'd, thro' the Merits of Chriſt, to the greateſt Sinners, upon their Repentance: 
I explain'd to them the Nature of Repentance; and, in Concluſion, exhorted them to 
a free and ingenuous Confeſſion of their Guilt, as the firſt Step towards Repentance. 

They ſeem'd attentive to what I ſaid, and I obſerv'd Tears fell from their Eyes, but 
I could not then prevail with them to acknowledge their Guilt, but they perſiſted in 
denying the Crimes charged upon them, and aſſerting their Innocence. I then told 
them, That if they were reſoly'd to go on in an obſtinate Denial of thoſe heinous Facts, 
which had been ſo clearly proved againſt them, I was not capable of doing them any 
Service; that I could not ſo much as pray with them, tho I would not fail to pray Day 
and Night for them; that God would awaken their Conſciences, and bring them to a 
better Mind. So, after about an Hour's Converſation, (which was the Time I uſually 
ſpent in my Viſits to them) I took my Leave. 

Saturday, April 10. I receiv'd one Letter, ſubſcrib'd by both of them; in which 
they deſir'd my Company again, That they might receive my Inſtructions, and partake 
of my Prayers. That Afternoon, I went again to them, and aſſur'd them, That as to 
that part of their Letter, wherein they defir'd to partake of my Prayers, they had had, 
and ſhould have, their Shares in them. I told them, That by the Expreſſion I had uſed 
on Thurſday, viz. That I could not pray with them; I meant only, That I could not 
Join with them in Prayer; not that I could not pray, in the ſame Room where they were, 
for them, which 1 was then very ready to do, if they deſir'd it: And they deſiring me 
ſo to do, I pray'd ia the following Form; which I made uſe of in every Viſit after, till 
their Confeſſion. | 


© 'FN God, the Son, Redeemer of the World, have Mercy upon theſe miſerable Sin- 
6 ners; and by thy Croſs and Paſſion, by thy precious Death and Burial, by thy 
< glorious Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, from the Crafts and Aſſaults of the Devil, from 
© Hardneſs of Heart, and Contempt of thy Word, from thy Wrath, and from ever- 
< laſting Damnation, Good Lord, deliver them. Shut not up thy Loving. kindneſs in 
Diſpleaſure, withdraw not thy Grace utterly from them, give them not up to final 
Impenitence; but, O, mercifully enlighten their Minds, ſoften their Hearts, ſubdue 
their Wills, and awaken their Conſciences. Thou, O God, haſt aſſured us, That he 
that hideth his Sin, ſhall not proſper; ſuffer not any vain Hopes, or Fears, any 
worldly Conſiderations, to hinder them from giving Glory to Thee, by a free and 
open Acknowledgment of their Guilt ; but make them willing to take Shame to 
themſelves here, that they may avoid eternal Confuſion hereafter. O thou Lover of 
Souls, who died'ſt to ſave Sinners, who ſaved'ſt the Penitent Thief on the Croſs, 
Pity theſe poor Souls, who have but a little Time to ſtay here; diſpoſe, and enable 
them ſo to employ that Time, in confeſſing their deep-died Sins, in ſorrowing for them 
after a godly ſort, in deteſting them, and themſelves, for having committed them; 
in ſubmitting to thy righteous Providence, in acknowledging thy Juſtice, in conſtant 
and fervent Applications to thy Mercy, for Pardon and Renovation, that thou may'ſt 
hear, and have Mercy, and work that bleſſed Change in them, which will qualify 
them for the Application of that Blood, that cleanſes from all Sins. O give them 
ſuch a Repentance, as thou wilt accept of; that though they are appointed to ſuffer a 
ſhameful, temporal Death, they may not be deliver'd into the bitter Pains of eternal 
Death; that though their Sins be as Scarlet and Crimſon, they may be as White as 
Snow and Wool; and their Souls being waſhed in that Fountain, which thou haſt 
opened for Sin and Uncleanneſs, may be received into thy Mercy, through thy Me- 
rits, O Bleſſed Jeſu, who liveſt and reigneſt, with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
ever one God, World without End. Amen. 
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After this, I began another Diſcourſe, upon ſuch Heads, as to me ſeem'd proper in 
their Caſes: I renew'd my Exhortation to them, to confeſs. I conſider'd, what Mo- 
tives might probably occur to themſelves, or be ſuggeſted by others, to make them deny 
their Gailt, and endeavour'd to convince them of the Weakneſs of ſuch Motives. I 
could not but obſerve this Difference between their Behaviour, in my former Viſit, and 
in this; That in my former, after I had finiſhed my Diſcourſe, they both declared their 
Innocence; but, after I had concluded this, neither of them reply'd one Word. I then 


5 took 


_ TE 
took my leave of them, deſiring them to conſider what I had offer'd to them, with that 
- Seriouſneſs; which Matters of ſo great Importance required. . | | 
The next day, being Sunday, Apr. 11- I preached to them, upon ſuch awakening Sub- 
jects, as I thought proper: And after Service was over, I deliverd to Mr. Palmer a 
ook of Devotions, with ſome particular Prayers turn d down, which I adviſed him and, 
Mr. Symonds to uſe. | a r 

Monday, Apr. 12. I receiv'd Letters from both of them; in which they thank d me 
for my Viſits and Sermon, and earneſtly begg'd of me, to get them repriev d, that they 
might haye ſome longer time to 3 for Death. I went that Evening to them, and 
told them, I was very ſenſible, how ſhort a time they had to do a very great Work in, 
to repent, not only of thoſe horrid Facts, for which they had been condemn'd, but of 
habitual Courſes of Lewdneſs and Debauchery, by which they had provok'd God, to 
withdraw his Grace from them, and ſuffer them to fall into thoſe dreadful Sins: That 
I ſhould gladly endeayour to get them more time, if I could hope it would be employ'd 
to the great Purpoſes of Repentance, and making their Peace with God : That I could 
not flatter my ſelf with any ſuch Hopes, while they were ſo far from Repenting, that 
they would not acknowledge their Guilt; but, if they would make a free and ingenu- 
ous Confeſſion of all they knew, in Relation to the bloody Murders, of which they had 
been convicted, I would take a Journey my ſelf, to the Judge, to get them a Reprieve; 
and would aſſiſt them afterwards, to the beſt of my Power, in their Preparations for 
Death. After ſome Diſcourſe, they ſaid, They would confeſs all that they knew. 1 
thencharg'd them, as they would anſwer it at the dreadful Bar of God, that they ſhould . 
not, for the getting of a Reprieve, or any other Motive, accuſe themſelves, or any 
others, falſly; and ſo I parted from them. | I. 

Tueſday, 13. I receiv'd One Paper of Confeſſions, ſigned by Mr. Palmer; and Three, 
ſign'd by Mr. S monds; ſeal'd up in a Caſe, directed to me: In which, they pretended 
to diſcover a Gang of ill Men, who, as they ſaid, had own'd to them, that they had 
been guilty of ſeveral Felonies. Mr. Palmer confeſs'd, That while he was Courting his 
firſt Wife, who was Niece to Mrs. Harris, Wife to the Reverend Mr. Harris of Graf- 
ton-Flyford, and, on that occaſion, was uſed to ſit up late at Mr. Harris's Houſe ; he was 
11 importun d to let ſome Perſons into the Houſe, in order to rob it: That an Offer was 

1 afterwards made to him, by one of them, to diſpatch Mr. Harris; for then Mrs. Harris 
3' | would give all ſhe had to his Wife. Mr. Symonds confeſs'd, among other things, That a 
my; Propoſal had been made to him, to rob his own Father's Houſe, at Aſton; in which, 
1 } there was Plate, and 30 l. in a Cup-board, in the Kitchin; that he comply'd with the 
19 Propoſal, and went with the Perſon, that made it, to his Father's Houſe, with an intent 

b if to rob him; but they were prevented by the Barking of the Dogs, that were about the 

; 1 Houſe. | 
1 I ſhall leave the Reader to make his own Remarks on theſe Confeſſions; which, not 
I: coming up to what I expected, I ſent for Mr. Symonds, the Attorney, who brought them, 
1 and told him, That though Mr. Palmer and Mr. Symonds had own'd enough, in thoſe Pa- 

1 pers, to convince the World, that they were very ill Men, yet they having not con- 
feſs'd any thing of the Facts, for which they had been condema'd, I ſhould not under- 
| take a Journey, to the Judge, for them. | 
H That Night, Mr. Symonds came again to me, with one Mrs. Prat, Siſter to the Gaoler's 
lo Wife, wha preſs'd me very earneſtly, to uſe my Endeavours, with the Judge, to get 
. them repriev'd; and declared her Belief, that they were not guilty of thoſe Crimes, of 
which they had, ſhe thought, been wrongfully accuſed by Hunt. I told her, That if 1 
were as much ſatisfied, as ſhe ſeem'd to be, of their Innocence, and as I was of their 
\ Guilt, I would not only go to Glouceſter, to the Judge, to get them a Reprieve, but 

would go to London, and throw my ſelf at Her Majeſty's Feet, to beg their Pardon. But, 


T ti: as I was ſo entirely ſatisfied of their Guilt, that I had not the leaſt Doubt of that re- 
| | maining with me, till they did confeſs it, I would not ask for, nor would the Judge, I 
. believe, if I did ask, grant a Reprieve. 
g | Wedneſday the 14th, in the Morning, Mr. Symends, the Attorney, brought me Two Let. 


} ters from them, ſeal'd up, written and ſuperſcribed by their own Hands; of which 1 

ſhall here give exa& Copies, that the Reader may ſee how faithfully thoſe Confeſſions are 
repreſented in the Caſe of Mr. Palmer, and in his pretended Dying Speech, (both which 
were probably wrote by the ſame Perſon.) In the former, it is ſaid, That upon Maſon's 
and Mr. Symonds's Promiſes, as from me, they did write ſomething in the Nature of a Confeſ- 
fien: And in the latter, Something upon Mr. Maſon's and Symonds's Promiſes---was ſaid. _. 

Now, let the Reader judge, whether there could have been more direct and plain 
Confeſſions of their Guilt made, than theſe which follow, and are tranſcribed, verbatim, 
from the Originals. 
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A True Copy of Mr. Palmer's Letter, dated Apr. 14. 1708. 


My moſt wort hy Lord, 


”_ 4 Hlive been a long time ſince often deluded, by ſeveral People, in hopes of a Re- 


« prieve, to conceal, and not make any Confeſſion to the Fact 1 am convicted for. 
My Lord, It was my Misfortune to be deluded in this horrid Fact, which I own. But, 
© my Lord, I do aſſure you, this is the firſt Fact as ever I was in in my whole Life; 
and, I don't queſtion, but in a ſhort time, I ſhall find out ſeveral more things, beſides 
* whatl have diſcover'd already, which will be of uſe both to the Queen and Country, 


«who am Tour moſt dutiful and obedient Servant, john Palmer. 


SS F A True Copy of Mr. $ymonds's Letter, dated Apt. 14. 1708. | 
My Lora, | 
& [ Own my ſelf guilty of the Two Facts, for which I am now convicted and ſentenced 
© to Death, meaning the Bradforton and Uptor-Snodsbury Buſineſs. I ſhall, hereaf- 
© ter make ſuch true Diſcovery to your Lordſhip, as will be ſerviceable to the Queen 
© and Country. Tour Lordſhip's moſt obedient Servant, Tho. Symonds. 


I was ſo well ſatisfied with theſe Confeſſions, that I ordered my Servants and Horſes 
to be got ready immediately, to go to the judge; and deſired Mr. Maſon, and Mr. Sy- 
monds, the Attorney, to accompany me, that they might be Witneſſes, in caſe I could 
not prevail, that I was not wanting in my Endeavours to obtain a Reprieve for them. 
We ſet out, with ſome more Company, from Worceſter, about Twelve of the Clock; and 
though the Ways and Weather were bad, and the Waters out, got to Glouceſter abour 
Four in the Afternoon. As ſoon as I had chang'd my wet Cloaths, I took thoſe Two 
Gentlemen with me to Mr. Juſtice Powe/, who was pleas'd, upon my reading their Con- 
feſſions, which I carried with me, and at my earneſt Requeſt to him on their behalf, to 
grant them a Three Weeks Reprieve. 

The next day, Thurſday the 15th, I return'd to Worceſter, and ſent immediately to ac- 
quaint them with the Succeſs of my Journey; with which, being ſomething rir'd, I de- 
nred to be excuſed that Evening, and promiſed to viſit them the next day. Some time 
that Evening, I receiv'd a Meſſage from the Gaol, That Hobbins and Allen deſired to be 
admitted to Mr. Palmer and Mr. Symonds, and that I would give Order for it. I ſaid, 1 
would give no Order; but I thought it would be very well, if Mr. Palmer and Mr. Sy- 
monds would ſpeak with Hobbins and Allen, provided the Gaoler took effeQual care, 
that Hobbins and Allen did them no miſchief? | | 

Friday, the 16th, Mr. Pountney and Mr. Maſon came into my Chamber, before I was up, 
and deſired me to go to the Gaol, to perſuade Mr. Palmer and Mr. Symonds to ſpcak to 
the other Two Criminals, before they went to Execution. I immediately aroſe; and, 
as ſoon as I was dreſs'd, went to the Priſon. When I came there, I told Mr. Palmer 
what Meſſage I had receiv'd the Night before, and what Anſwer I had return'd. He 
ſaid, That Hobbins and Allen had deſired to come to them, but he had refuſed them, be- 
cauſe he was apprehenſive they had ſome ill Deſigns. I ſaid, There were no grounds for 
ſuch Apprehenſions at this time, the Wretches being pinion'd, and under the Guard of 
the Sheriffs Men; that, I thought, it might be of Service to the Publick, if he would 
ſpeak to them, before they went to Execution. He reply'd, He could ſpeak only to 
One of them, [meaning Hobbins} for that he knew nothing of the Bradſorton Buſineſs. 
I anſwer'd, I knew he was charg'd only with the Upron-Snodsbury Murder; and deſired 
him to ſpeak only to Hobbins, which he promiſed. 1 went from him to Mr. Symmends, 
and deſired him to ſpeak to them; and he readily comply'd. Upon this, an Officer 
was ordered to bring Hobbins and Allen to the Halt-pace of the Stairs, and Mr, Palmer 
and Mr. Symcnds ſtood with me, and ſeveral others, on the Stairs-head. Mr. Palmer 
ſpoke firſt, to this Effect: Hobbirs, I have own'd my ſelf guilty, and I adviſe you to do 
the ſame. Mr. Symonds ſaid, I have confeſs'd my ſelf to be guilty, and would have you 
to confeſs, and conteſs of every one you know, But theſe Words made no Impreſſions 
on thoſe hardned Wretches, who were hang'd ſoon after. 

That Evening, I went again to Mr. Palmer and Mr. Symonds, and told them, They 
would have little reaſon to thank me for the Three Weeks Reprieve l had got for them, 
unleſs they made a good uſe of it ; for, that their abuſe of that Mercy, would make 
their Conditions much worſe. I aſſur'd them, I ſhould bg always ready to give them the 
beſt Help I could, and would endeavour to get them the Aſſiſtance of ſome other Dia 
vines. I then went to Prayers with them, uſing ſuch Portions of the Liturgy, as ſeem'd 
to me molt ſuitable to their Conditions; adding the following Prayer. 


PP 


„ them. 
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*O Bleſſed Saviour, who waſt taken from Priſon, and from Judgment, let the ſots 


© rowful Sighing of theſe Priſoners come before thee; and, according to the 
© preatneſs of thy Power, preſerve thou them that are appoiated to die; and, by thy 
© Paſſion and Death, by thy Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, in all Time of their Tribu- 
© lation, at the Hour of Death, and in the Day of Judgment, Good Lord, deliver 


< Deliver them from all their Sins, from that of Blood-guiltineſs eſpecially, that their 


© Tongues may ſing of thy Righteouſneſs. To which end, give them ſuch a Senſe of 


© their dreadful Guilt, ſuch deep Sorrow and Contrition for it, as may make them ab- 
© hor themſelves in Duſt and Aſhes before thee. Enlighten their Minds, ſoften their. 
Hearts, and awaken their Conſciences, that being weary and heavy-laden with the 


' © Burden of their Sins, and applying themſelves to thee with Fear and Trembling, Hu- 


© mility and Sorrow, Faith and unfeign'd Repentance, they may, in thy due time, find 
© Reſt to their Souls, Mp | | LIE 1; ia 
Their Sins are of a deep Dye; that Wrath and fiery Vengeance of thine, which are 
© juſtly due to them for them, are inexpreſſible and intolerable ; for who can dwell with 
c everlaſting Burnings, in outer Darkneſs, where the Worm dies not, and the Fire is 
© not quenched ? | 3 3 
But, gracious God, thou haſt open'd a Fountain for Sin and for Uncleanneſs, in 
© which whoſoever are waſh'd, though their Sins were as Scarlet and Crimſon, they 
© ſhall be as White as Snow and Wool. 
© The Blood of Chriſt cleanſes from all Sins, and that Blood was ſhed for all true Pe- 
© nitents; O, qualify theſe Sinners for the Application of it, by beſtowing upon them 
© a Repentance unto Life, never to be repentetl of: Mortity their Affections to all things 
© here below; Take off their Thoughts from this periſhing World, and fix them entire- 
* ly on that which is to come, and will have no end: Diſpoſe them to beſtow the Time 
* which thou mercifully affordeſt them here, in impartially examining their paſt Lives, in 
© freely and fully confeſſing their Sins, in ſorrowing for them after a godly ſort, in work- 
ing in themſelves the greateſt Deteſtation of them, in conſtant and unwearied Appli- 
« cations to the Throne of Grace, for Mercy and Forgiveneſs, and Grace to help in 
time of Need; that id thou mayſt come into them with thy gracious and powerful 
© Aſſiſtance, and work in them that bleſſed Change of their inner Man, that Converſion 
and Renovation of their Minds, to which thou haſt promiſed Remiſſion of Sins. 
.* SanQtify, O God, their temporal Chaſtiſements to the eternal Good of their Souls; 
© Make them fo to humble themſelves under thy mighty Hand, meekly accepting their 


* 1. taking Shame to themſelves, giving Glory to thee, and complying with 


the Ends of thy Corrections, that thy Bringing them to Shame and Puniſhment for 
© their Sins here, may prove a gracious Method of thy Providence, to ſave their Souls 
< fromeverlaſting — and Damnation hereafter, and theſe light Afflictions, which 
are but for a moment, may work for them a far more exceeding and eternal Weight of 
© Glory. All which we humbly beg, for his ſake, who has redeem'd and waſh'd us in 
© his Blood, who was dead and is alive, and lives for evermore, and has the Keys of 
© Death and of Hell, Jeſus Chriſt, in whoſe Name, &c. a 


When this was over, I told them, after ſome other Diſcourſe, that as they could not 
ſpend their whole Time in Acts of Devotion, I thought they could not employ ſome In- 
tervals better, than in perfecting the Confeſſions which they had promis'd, which was a 
Satisfaction they ow'd to their Country; and I deſired them particularly, to give a cir- 


cumſtantial Account of the Murders for which they had been condemn'd, which they 


promiſing to do, I took my leave of them. 
Saturday, April 17. in the Afternoon, Mr. Maſen came to me, from the Priſoners, 


 whodeſir'd, that I would ſtay for their Confeſſions till the beginning of the Week, for 


that they had been ſo tull of Company all that Day, that they had not had any Time to 
themſelves. 

I faid, I was ſorry that ſo many Perſons were ſuffer'd to come to them, and wiſh'd 
they might be kept more Private; that they might take their own Time for their larger 
Confeſſions ; but one thing I deſir d of them that Evening, which would take up but 
little Time, andgyiat was, To write down, as briefly.as they pleas'd, what ſhare Hob- 
bins and Allen had in the Murders, for which they had been executed; and which they 
deny'd, at their Deaths, the Day before. 

That Night, Mr. Maſon brought the following Letters from them. 


My Lord, 


Gy UN, alias Hobbins, and Hunt, as I believe, were the Men that did the Murder, 


8 at Vpton- Snodabury, both of my Mother and Maid; and fired the Houſe. I am, 
| Your Loradſhip's moſt dutiful Servant, John Palmer. 


My 
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{ Obbins and Allen did acknowledge they murder'd the Woman at Bradforton, and 
14 *fird the Houſe; and Dan and Hume the ſame, at Upron-Snodsbury. | 
w_ | a Tu aejetigd bumble Servam, Tho. Symonds. 


It may not be amiſs here to remark, upon theſe Letters, That whereas Palmer ſpeaks 
of his Belief only, as to Hun, he could not be more poſitive, becauſe he watch'd at the 
Fore-Door of the Houſe, while the Murders were committed at the Back-Door. And 
whereas Symonds ſays, That Hobbins and Alkn acknowledg'd, &c. he could not charge 
them farther, becauſe, as Hunt ſwears, Symonds and He were under ſome Willow-Trees, 
while the other Two went into the Houſe ; who, after they came out, told them, 
They had done the Woman's buſineſs, and fir'd the Houſe. | | 
Sunday, _—_ 13. I'viſited them; and, taking notice of the Company that had been 
with e Day before, I advisd them to ſequeſter themſelves wholly from this 

World; to look upon themſelves as dead, to all the Enjoyments of it, and all their 

neareſt Relations and Friends in it, except ſuch only, as might be aſſiſting to them in 

their Preparations for another World. Fe: 

I told Mr. Palmer, That as for his Children, who would be left in poor Circum- 

Nances, by his Eſtate being forfeited, I would make Applications to thoſe, to whom it 

was forfeited, on their behalf. And as for his Son, particularly, If I liv'd till he was 
capable of it, I would make him a Queen's-Scholar, have bim bred up at the College- 

School, would have an Eye to his Education, and contribute, if it were wanting, out 

of my own Pocket, towards his Maintenance. 5 | 

1 I muſt not omit relating, on this Occaſion, That ſome of the Lords of the Mannors, 

to whom the greateſt Part of Mr. Palmer's Eſtate was forteited, have, to their Honour 

be it ſpoken, charitably given back the Forfeitures to the Children; and it is not to be 
doubted, but the reſt, upon proper Applications, will follow ſuch generous Examples: 

After I had made that Promiſe to Mr. Palmer, 1 endeavour'd to reconcile him and his Bro- 

ther 2 to their Sentence; by repreſenting to them, how miſerable their Condition 

muſt have been, if God ſhould have taken them off in any of their Debaucheries, in a 

* Quarrel, by a Fall from their Horſes, a raging' Fever, or any ſudden Death; that it 

was to be fear'd, that nothing leſs than ſuch a terrible Stroke of God's Juſtice, as that 

they now lay under, would ever have rowz'd them out of their ſpiritual . or 
put them upon any Thoughts of another Life; that if they made the beſt uſe of this 
awakening Providence, and the Time God had mercifully allow'd them to repent in, 

they would have cauſe to bleſs his Name, for this, ſeemingly, ſevere Diſpenſation; 

and to acknowledge, that it was good for them, that they had been ſo afflicted. I diſ- 

cours'd upon the Shortneſs and Uncertainty of this preſent Life, the Vanity and Unſatiſ- 

factorineſs of all the Comforts of it, and of how ſmall Value they were, in compariſon 

of the Fulneſs of Joy, the unmix'd Pleaſures, and everlaſting Glories of the Life to 

come. Then, having pray'd with them, and made an Offer of any thing in my Houſe 

= * Neceſlity or Convenience, which they might want where they were, I parted 
rom them. | i | 

Monday, April 19. The Archdeacon of Oxford, and one of the Prebendaries of Wor- 

ceſter, at my Deſire, made them a charitable Viſit, offering them the Aſſiſtance of their 

Prayers and Advice: But they were ſo ill received, as they complain'd, at their Return, 
That they had ſmall Encouragement to go any more to them. 

Tueſday, April 20, Mr. Dean, the Ordinary, inform'd me, That he was jealous, they 
would retract their Confeſſions ; that they were ſtubborn, and came ſeldom to Prayers, 
and that Symonds had given out Words, as if Hobbins and Allen had died wrongfully. 

I went that Afternoon to them, taking the Ordinary with me. After ſome little Diſ- 
courſe, I told them I had compoſed a Prayer for them, to uſe by themſelves, which I 
deliver'd to Mr. Palmer, and was as follows. 3 


6 Reat and glorious God, look down in Pity and Compaſſion upon the vileſt of Sin- 
ners, who have provoked thee, by a long Courſe of Wickedgeſs and Impeni- 
© tence, to ſuffer us to fall into thoſe heinous Sins, for which we are juſtly ſeatenced to 
temporal Death, and deſerve to ſuffer that which is eternal. | 
We acknowledge the Righteouſneſs and Equity of thy Threats, That whoſo ſheddeth 
Man's Blood, by Man. ſhall his Blood be ſhed : That the Wicked aud Bloodthirſty ſhall not 
. © © live out half their Days : That Murderers ſhall have their Portions in the Lake that burns 
* with Fire and Brimſtone, for ever. | | 
We acknowledge the Jultice of thy Providence, in diſcovering thoſe unnathral and 
© barbarous Crimes, which we committed ſecretly, in the Night, and in bringing us to 
* opea Shame and Puniſhment for them here. | 
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t We acknowledge and adore thy Goodneſs and Tenderneſs, in allowing us ſonie 
Time to repeat of them, and apply ourſelves to thee for Pardon, that we may not be 
5 PR 1 8 N 


eternally damn'd for them bereafter. EN EB LEE . 
VO, help us to employ this Time to the beſt Purpoſes > that we may not, by our A- 
© buſe of it, aggravate our Guilt and Condem nation. 
What ſhall we ſay unto thee, O thou Preſerver of Man? Shame covereth apr Fa- 
© ces, we bluſh to lift up our Eyes towards Heaven, where the Cry of our Sins is come 
Lup before thee, even the Voice of innocent Blood cries. for thy Vengeance upon us: 
<. But, gracious Lord, hear not the Cry of our Sins, but hear the Cry of the lood of 
© thy Son Jeſus, which ſpeaks better things than that of Abel's: Nothing but that 
< Blond can expiate or cleanſe us from our Iniquities; O, waſh our polluted Souls in 
© that Fountain which thou haſt opened for Sin and for Uncleanneſs; give us a deep 
© Humiliation and Contrition, that godly Sorrow for our Sins, which may work Re- 
< pentance unto Life, never to be repentedof. , + 1 hn or Yb 
© Thou only know'ſt the Hearts of Men, and thou alone canſt change them; O change 
© theſe ſtony Hearts of ours, and give us Hearts of Fleſh ; ſuch broken Hearts as thou 
.< wilt not deſpiſe. Let thy Terrors awaken us, before the Flames of Hell ſhall too late 
do it; humble us fo under thy mighty Hand, that thou mayeſt, in thy due time, lift 
us up. We have nothing to plead before thee, but thine own tender Mercies, and the 
< infinite Merits of our Saviour, who died to fave Sinners. We, O Lord, are the chief- 
< eſt of Sinners; but he is a mighty Saviour, able to ſave to the uttermoſt; O, let the 
< Benefits-of his Death be extended to us. Spare us, O Ggd, moſt Holy; O Lord, 
< moſt Mighty; and though thou art pleaſed to give us up d temporal Death, never 
deliver us into the bitter Pains of eternal Death; but work in us, by thy Grace and 
* Spirit, that bleſſed Change of Mind, that Renovation of our whole inner Man, that 
© our Sins may be done away by thy Mercy, and our Pardon ſeaPd in Heaven, before 
ve go hence, and are no more ſeen. = 1 e 2 
© Hear us, O merciful Father; pardon and anſwer us, and do abundantly more for 
dus than we are able to ask or think, for the ſake of that Son of thy Love, the Bleſſed 
Feſus; in whoſe Nane and Words, &e. > = DT ET 
l obſerv'd Mr. Palmer read it over very carefylly, without making any Objection to 
it; nor did either of them reply to. my Diſcourſe, at that Time, which proceeded » 
wholly upon a Suppoſition of their Guilt, and of their Ackpowledgmeat of it, not- 
withſtanding I ask'd them, Whether they had any Objections to any thing 1 had ſaid, 
that I might anſwer it: Whether they dogbted: of any thing, that I might clear it; 
or, Whether I had omitted any thing, which they would have me ſpeak to? - 
Ihe Ordinary then propos'd to them, That, if they deſir'd to ſay any thing, in pri- 
vate, to me, he, and another that was in the Room, would withdraw. But they ac- 
cepted not of that Propoſal. I told them, if there were any thing which they would 
rather write than ſpeak, they might take their Time to do it, and ſend it to me by the 
Ordinary. Then, after praying with them, I took my leave of them. | 
Wedneſday, April 21. 1 received a Letter from Mr. Palmer ; in which be deſit'd, That 
I would order him and Mr. Symonds to be kept aſunder; and earneſtly begg d me to 
fave his Life. I ſent him word, That it was not in my power, nor, as I believ'd, in 
the power of any Man, to ſave his Life: But, as for his other Requeſt, I would take 
care about it. And that Evening they were parted, by order of the Under-Sheriff. 
4 The ſame Day, the Ordinary telling me, That they had now retracted their Confeſſions, 
ls | I I wrote the following Letter, and gave it to the Ordinary, to carry to them; deliring 


„ 


him, That whatever Reply they ſhould make to it, he would ſee them ſubſcribe ir. 
entlemen, | . . . | | | | 
Our Souls are dear and precious to me; and my hearty Delire and daily Prayer to 
a © God for you, is, That you may be ſaved, To promote which great End, when 
© you thought I might be capable of aſſiſting you, I did, at your Requeſt, very willingly 
. © wait upon you: And how happy ſhould I have thought myſelf, it, as God made me. 
* inſtrumental in getting you ſome Time to repent of your heinous Sins, I might have 
been, in any meaſure, uſeful to you, in perſuading and directing you to employ that 
_ © Time to the beſt Purpoſes. But, alas! (if what I hear be true) ſome others have been 
n more ſucceſsful in their Endeavours, to worſe Purpoſes, and prevail'd with you, to 
turn back from the right Way, which I hoped you were going into, and to retract 
© what you had own'd, of your own Guilt, and the Guilt of thoſe miſerable Wretches, 
* whodied on Friday. . | | = 
Good God! What Motives could perſuade you to do this? What earthly Conſide- 
ration could come in competition with eternal Salvation? Ir is an eaſie thing to 
* impoſe upon Man, but the Great God will not be mockd, from whom nothing can be 
hid, and to whom the Secrets of all Hearts are open. | cx 1 
= to 


II told you, when I came firſt to you, That there were no hopes of Salvation for you; 
upon the Terms of the Goſpel, without Repentance; and that the firſt neceſſary 

< Step towards Repentance, was, a free and full Confeſſion of your Guilt. I did then 
charge you, not to accuſe others or yourſelves wrongfully, for any Conſideration 
c 1 and I repeated the ſame in Meſſages to you, by Mr. Maſen and Mr: 
r M 5 . 
7 T his had that good effect upon yon, That in Letters, which I receiv'd from you the 
* 14th of this Month, you both acknowledg'd yourſelves guilty of the Crimes for which 
you were ſentenc'd to Death : You both own'd the ſame, on the 16th, to Hobbins and 
Alien; and on the 17th, in Letters under your Hands, you both charged thoſe Crimi- 
© nals with the Murders, for which they ſuffer d. #3; BY 

is it now poſlible, after all this, That you ſhould declare, that thoſe Men died 
« wrongfully; and that you yourſelyes are innocent? 
I Would fain hope, that there is ſome Miſtake in the Information which I have re- 
© ceiv'd) if there be, for God's ſake make haſte to undeceive and relieve me, for my 
Soul is truly grieved for you. | | ; *: | 
II could have no other Views, in what I have endeavour'd to do for you, than the 
promoting your greateſt Intereſt, I acknowledge myſelf unworthy to be the happy 
© Inſtrument, in converting any Sinner; and ſhall rejoice, if God will be pleaſed to 
© employ any other to ſerve you more ſucceſsfully than I have done, tho?, I bleſs his 
Name, I have endeavour d it very ſincerely. | \ | 
. © If I do not receive from you a Denial of the RetraQation, which, it is ſaid, you 
ha ve made; a ConfirnMtion of your former Confeſſion of your Guilt, with a Profeſſion 
© of your Contrition for it, I muſt, with great Sorrow, take my leave of you; there 
© being nothing, beſides mourning and weeping for you, and recommending you to the 
© uncoyenanted Mercies of God, to be farther done, by 
þ | Tour faithful and afflifted Servant, W. O. 


| They promis'd the Ordinary, ſeveral times, to ſend me an Anſwer ; but I received 
none from them, till 3fonday, May 3. when I received the Letter which follows. 


My Good Lord, — — 
7 WE acknowledge Your Lordſhip's Condeſcenſion, in viſiting us aſflited Priſoners, 
© and Your Lordſhip well knows, our Innocency ſtood Proof againſt many Aſ- 
*< faults, as well made by Your Lordſhip, as others of the Clergy. Under our Hands we 
© deny'd that barbarous, moſt inhumane. and villanous Act, of which we were by Hunt 
© accuſed unjuſtly, and for which we were.condemn'd. Upon Promiſe of Your Lord- 
< ſhip's Favour, by the Reverend Mr. Maſon and Mr. Symonds, firſt as to a Reprieve, and 
© then a Pardon enſuing, our Thoughts (Death, that horrid and ignominions Death, 
© a Gallows and Irons cur Sentence!) were diſtracted ; and Your Lordſhip's Embaſla- 
« dors having the Advantage of Time, with Promiſes of ſaving our Lives, corrupted 
< our Integrity, debauch'd our Innocency, and extracted Bad out of Good: Your Lord- 
< ſhip's Abſence, and what we were prevail'd upon to give under our Hands, have cre- 
* ated us more Uneaſineſs, than even our Condemnation itſelf, Theſe Expreſſions can- 
not be repugnant to Your Lordſhip's Charity, ſince from dying Men ( paſt Hopes) 
© they are offer'd.- | 
' © Giles Hunt's Evidence we both declare to be falſe, malicious, and unjuſt, and be- 
© ſeech the Almighty to remit his Trepaſs againſt us. We beg your Lordfhip's Prayers, 
© and Care of Palmer's Children by his firſt Wife, altho' we are ſo unjuſtly, ſhamefully, 
and moſt barbarouſly uſed ; and when our Innocency appears, they may inherit our 
* Eſtates, perſonal and real. We are, My Lord, with the deepeſt Humility, 
vn” WM Tour Lordſhip's moſt obedient, moſt afflifted, 
and diſtreſſed Servants, John Palmer, Tho. Syrtionds. 


My Lord, © Mr. Samuel Apſvly, Paſtor of 'White-I.adies- Aſton, ow'd me, laſt Lady-day; 
Four Pounds, for half a Year's Rent; which I beg your Lordſhip that my Brothet 
© Palmer's Children may have. Tho. Symonds. 


Upon my Reading of this Letter, I was well ſatisfy'd the Priſoners did not indite it 
themſelves; and ſince have een their pretended Dying-Speeches, cannot but conclude, 
they were all made by the ſame Perſon. | | | 

However, I ſent for Mrs. Prat, whom I mention'd before, and deſir'd her to recol- 
le& what J had faid to her, and Mr. Symonds the Attorney, on the 13th of April; and 
ſhe well remembring, that it was to the ſame Purpoſe, as I have before related, I wrote 
the following Letter, in her Preſence, and ſent it by her and the Ordinary, to the Pri- 


ſoners. | 
| Gentlemen, 


— 


from me. 


with God, that Co b 
and which, I am ſure, was not extorted from you, by me, any otherwiſe, than by 
telling you, how impoſſible it was for you to obtain Pardon from God, without Re- 

db pentance; and how neceſſary a part 1 Confeſſion was, in your Caſes. 
r 


. 


- 


t Y Concern far your Souls ha n ſo great, that I can hardly deſire yours 
| M © ſhould; have been greater; and I would to God the Confideration of your - 
4 miſerable Condition had produced as many Sighs and Prayers from you, as it has 


* 


© lam eriey'd at your Letter, which I receiv d this Evening, ſince it confirms what 1 
© had heard, and, indeed, had too much reaſon to believg of you, That you have re- 
«© traſted the firſt happy wa Þ go had made towards Repentance, and Reconciliation 

n of your Guilt, which you gave under your own Hands, 


\ ©] did promiſe, upon your making that Step, to endeavour to get you a Re- 


prieve, that you might have Time to perform that great Work, and aſſured you of 


my poor Aſliſtance in it; and I have been as good as my Word. . 

But as to my giving you any hopes of a Pardon, I call Heaven and Earth to witneſs, ' 
I never flatter d you with any ſuch thing, . 8 

I hope Mrs. Prat has given you a true Account of the Words which I ſpoke to her 

© and Mr. Symonds, which, as I am inform'd, have been peryerted to your Prejudice 

© and mine. She was declaring her Belief of your Innocence: To which 1 reply'd, 


© That if I were as much ſatisfy'd of your Innocence, as ſhe ſeem'd to be, and as I was 


of your Guilt, 1 would go to London, and throw myſelf at Her Majeſty's Feet, and 
© beg your Pardon. Theſe, or to this effect, were my Words; and whoever tepre- 


. © ſented them otherwiſe, abuſed both you and me. 


By thoſe whom you call my Ambaſladors, I ſuppofe, you mean Mr. Maſon and Mr. 
© Symonds (the latter of which was not known to me, till he brought me a Meſlage from 
you.) They are both your Relations and Friends, and were firſt ſent from you to 


© me. They had, as I hear, at your Deſire, been aſſiſting to you before, and, I believ'd, 


« ſerv'd you faithfully. They will both, I dare ſay, do me the Juſtice to own, That 


© whenever J ſent them to you, to preſs you to a Confeſſion, I always directed them to 


charge it on your Conſciences, as I had done myſelf before, not to accuſe any, or 
© yourſelves, wrongfully, forany Conſideration. | | NT Hes 0 
Who they are, that have prevail'd with you to retract your Confeſſion, you beſt 
© know; but, take my Word, next to thoſe that engag'd you in the horrid Crimes for 
* which you have been convicted, thoſe will prove your worſt Enemies, that have per- 
© ſuaded you to deny your Confeſſions of it, ; | 5 
Both your Requeſts, with relation to Mr. Palmer's Children, ſhall be faithfully per- 
form d, to the utmoſt of my Power. | ; 
All that I can do farther for you, is, To beg you, for the ſake of your immortal 
© Souls, to employ the little Time, which is yet before you, to better Purpoſes than 
© you have done that, which, 1 fear, you have done worſe than trifle away. Make a 
© full and open Confeſſion of your Guilt, take Shame to yourſelyes, give Glory to God, 
© throw yourſelves down before him, in the humbleſt Acknowledgment of your Vile- 
< neſs, with the moſt earneſt 3 for his Pardon; give him no Reſt, nor your- 
c ſelves any, Day or Night; but Tpend thoſe few that are remaining, in Tears and 
© Prayers, and abhorring yourſelves in Duſt and Aſhes, if happily the Wickedneſs of 
© your Hearts may be forgiven you, and God may ſhew Mercy upon you. To his Grace 
and Mercy you are committed, by 2 | 
| - 2 | Tour truly afflicted Servant, W. O. 


The next Morning, I took my Journey for London : What their Behaviour was from 


| Wedneſday, April 21. when [I left off Viſiting them, to their Deaths, the Ordinary is 


beſt able to relate, 


* 


Some 


[4] 


Some ACCOUNT of the condemid Criminal; Bebavi- 
our in the Priſon, and at the Place of Execution, by the 
Ordinary. 1 2 2 7 


; H E Reader is deſir d to accept of a very brief and general Account of each Criminal's Be- 
| haviour apart, before I proceed to Particulars, as they happen d. 
Palmer was a Perſon of a very fair and gentlemanlike Carriage. I never ſaw him in 

| Drink; but I was told, he ſat up many Nights late, and drank much; and I ſeldom fail d 

to find the Marks of a Debauch upon the Floor and Table of his or Symond:'s Room, (which were 
very much in common betwixt them) as oft as I came in the Morning, before the Room was waſh'd ; 
and this was continued, till within a Day or Two of their Execution. He was ever worſt when his 
Wife was with him ; for then, nothing but curious Eating and Drinking, and Uxorious Follies, 
were obſervable. | | 

| Hmonds was a Man of a ſurly Spirit; his Words few, but foul ; and his Temper obſtinate and 
untractable. He drank hard all the Time he was in Gaol, both before and after his Condemnation ; 
being ſeveral times Drunk, even in the laſt Fortnight of his Life, when, at Five or Six of the Clock 
in the Evening, I went to viſit them. 1 | 

However, both He and Palmer were very full of the Commendations of the Lord Biſhop of Oxon, 
from the firſt Viſit his Lordſhip made them, till five or ſix days after their Reprieve, that they re- 
tracted their Confeſſions ; and one of em did him Juſtice at the Place of Execution. 

Hobbins was a wretched Fellow ; that had fo little Senſe of Religion, or another Life, that after, 
as well as before, his Condemnation, he generally loitered away his Time in the Caſtle-Vard, jeſt- 
ing, after his Ruſtick manner, with every body that came ; but eſpecially with Women ; to whom 
he talked very wantonly and lewdly, and that even on the Sunday next before his Execution. I have 
been told, That he ſwore and curs d much, and drank. all that he could get. He and his Comrade 
Allen were as inſeparable below Stairs, as Palmer and Symonds were above. 

Allen was a Man that affected a Form of Godlineſs : He was very preciſe in his Words, and de- 
mure in his Demeanour ; except when he was preſs'd about the Murder, with Arguments of his 
Guilt, which he could not anfwer : For then he would be very Abuſive and Scurrilous, would rave 
till he foam'd, with the moſt horrid Imprecations upon himſelf and others, and ſometimes would 
hardly refrain from Blaſphemy. He pretended to _ Knowledge in Divine Things, altho' he was 
utterly ignorant of the common Principles of Chriſtianity. He was much addicted to cenſure others, 
and often prais d the Lord for the Power of his Grace upon himſelf. He had got a ſorry Knack at 
extempore Prayer; which he always exercis'd aloud, and, moft commonly, in the Prayer-Room, 
with the Door open, where he might be ſeen, as well as heard, by all that went in or out of the 
Houſe. They all deny d any Knowledge of the Facts, till April 14. that Palmer and Symonds ſent 
their Confeſſions to the Biſhop of Oxon. | 

On the Day after their Condemnation, April 2. I preſsd Allen pretty much with the Words he 
_ dropp'd at the Time he was apprehended, That he could not imagine what they ſhould take him up for, 
unleſs ſomebody hadi acc us d him of the Fire and Murder at Bradforton, [for ſo J had heard the Words 
were. ] He deny'd that thoſe were his Words; but faid, His Words were, He could not tell what they 
ſhould take him up ſor, unleſs that Rogue Hunt had accus d him of any thing. I then ask'd him, Why 
he faid fo? He reply'd, Becauſe Bradforton- Men were after me. Why, becauſe Brad forton- Men 
were after you? faid I: Had you heard then of Hunt's having confeſsd the Murder of Ann Grmel, 
and the Firing of her Houſe ? No, ſaid he, Was it ever ſuſpected in the Country, as you know 
of, ſaid I, that Ann Curmel was murder d, and her Houſe feloniouſly ſet on Fire? No, faid he, 
again, How came it to paſs then, ſaid I, that you was jealous of Hunt's having impeach'd you, be- 
cauſe Bradforton-Men were after you? He was much puzzled for a Reply to this: Bur I inſiſting 
upon it, he, at laſt, ſaid, I cannot tell how it happen d, not I. Can't you? faid I, then I'll cell 
you: You was conſcious to yourſelf, that you had been concern'd with Hunt in the Brad forton- Mur- 
der, and therefore ſuſpected Hunt had impeach'd you, becauſe Bradforton-Men were after you. Sir, 
I ſcorn your Words, ſa id he, I never hurt Man, Woman, or Child, in all my Life: I am as clear 
of her Blood, as you are. This Matter was often urg d after, and the Man was always in a Paſſion 
at the mention of it. . 

On April 3, being Eaſter-Eve, they all Four, and R. Ballard alſo, (who was under Sentence of 
Death, for ſtealing the Horſe which Hunt went to ſell for him at Beſcley-Fair in Glonceſterſbire) de- 
fir d me to give em the Sacrament the next Day. I told 'em, I ſhould not do it, without a Con- 
feſſion of the Crimes of which they had been convicted. Theſe Five having the ſame Day, and 
every one apart, requeſted the ſame thing of me, I concluded it was done by 3 ; and ſeveral 
of em afterwards, Symonds particularly, ownd to me, That the end for which they had defir'd tlie 

Sacrament, was, That proteſting their Innocence upon receiving it, People might be induc'd to be- 
lieve them innocent. And, no queſtion, the ſame Reaſon made the Four of them, that ſuffer d, 
deny their Crimes at the Gallows. | 

On Saturday, Apr. 10. in the Evening, the Lord Biſhop of Oxon, having been above Stairs with Pale 
mer and Symonds, came down into the Prayer- Room, to Hoblins and Allen, with whom I then was, 
and gave em a moſt excellent and pathetical Exhortation to Confeſſion and Repentance ; which ſeem d 
to make ſome Impreſſion on em; but yet they ſtill perſiſted ſtiffly to deny all. They had, at ſeveral times 
before, wilh'd that they could ſee the Bithop oi 2 for they did not doubt, they ſaid, but they could 
| . | make 


f 


_ 


' [L 42] . | 2 
make him ſenſible, chat they were wrong d. But now that they had the Opportunity, they neither 
of em did any ching towards it, but 2 their Guilt ; only Hobbins ſaid, How could he be 
Guilty, when he was 30 or 40 Miles off when the Facts were done? _ | | 

After his Lordſhip one, I ſpoke to them, to this effect: Now you have had what you fo of- 
ten pretended to deſire Vit from the Biſhop of Oxon; but you have not convinced him of your 
Innocence; he rather has made your Guilt more apparent. Therefore, for God's fake, and as ever 
ou hope to eſcape Damnation, confeſs your Sins, and repent of them. You have been exceeding- 
I careleſs of your poor Souls, ever ſince your Condemnation ; and have 2 deal to anſwers, for 
the Loſs of fo much Time. There remains now not Six whole Da ore you muſt leave this 
World, and ga to another ; and how poor a Portion of Time is that, for reconciling yourſelves to 
God, after a very wicked and impenitent Life, in which you have been guilty of the moſt horrid 
and heinous Tranſgreſſions! Murder, eſpecially, is a Sin of the de Dye, and it muſt be abun- 
dance of penitential Tears, which, through God's Mercies in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt waſh it out. 

/ They ſaid, That was, indeed, true; but each, for himſelf, thank d God, he was not guilty of it. 
Hobbins ſaid, He faw now, that there was no hopes for himy and that he was forty he had loft fo 
much Time; and if he muſt die, he would do what he could to prepare himſelf for it. I was glad 

to hear him ſay ſo, hoping, that if he was in earneſt, he might be brought to Confeſſion, and die 
a true Penitent. And having given them fuch Inſtructions as I thought proper for illiterate Men, 
in their Condition, commended them to the Grace of God. . | 

On Wedneſday, April 14. in the Morning, as I was going to the Gaol to read Prayers, and preach, 
I was ſent for to the Lord Biſhop of Oxon; who told me, That Palmer and Symonds had made a 
Canfeſlion ; that it was not proper to divulge the Particulars of it; but I might anſwer, to any one 
who ſhould ask, What their Confeſſion was? That 1 had his Lordſhip's Aflurance, it was ſuch as 
was a ſufficient ground for him ro endeavour to get a Reprieve for em; and that he was gone to 

Glouceſter, where Judge Powel then was, to that end. 


On that Day, the Chancellor of Morceſter, and the Archdeacon of 1 went together to the 
Caſtle, to viſh the Priſoners ; and, after had been with them a little time, they told the ſaid 
Priſoners, They were very glad to hear that they had, by their Confeſſion, done ſomething towards 

making their Peace with Almighty God, and gaining Time for their doing it more effeQually, Cc. 
Whereupon, Mr. Palmer deſir d he might ſpeak with the Chancellor; and, taking him aſide, out of 
Symond:'s Hearing, Mr. Palmer ſaid to him, Sir, I do folemnly aſſure you, that I was drawn into this 
Fact, with the greateſt Difficulty and Unwillingneſs that ever Man was. To which the Chancellor 

"reply'd, Mr. P. We are, all of vs, of opinion, that you would never have been brought to concern 
yourſelf in ſuch an execrable Villany, had not your unhappy Match with Mr. S.'s Siſter occaſion d 
your being very frequently. in his Company, and fo harden'd you, by degrees, till he had made you 

as Wicked as himſelf ; and this, indeed, appear d at your Tryal ; for Hunt then faid, That when 
you were come near to your Mother's Houſe, = would have gone back again, had not & in a man- 
ner driven you on. Upon which, Mr. P. faid, Ah! Sir, Thar is but a ſmall Inftance of it; but I 
will give you Twenty others, that will ſatisfy you, that I was perfectly forc'd into it; and was then 

ing on, to give ſome Account of the Matter; but that the Chancellor ſtopp'd him, by faying, a> 

oud, Mr. P. I am not come now as a Magiſtrate, to take the Particulars of your Confeſſion tis 
likely, I may wait upon bs, Sg of Oxford hither, after his Return, to do that; but now we are 
come as Miniſters, to give You and Mr. Symonds the beſt Aſſiſtance and Advice we can, towards your 
making the beſt uſe of the Time which, I doubt not, will be obtain d for you, in order to your be- 
ing the better prepard for the great Change you are ſhortly to undergo. After this, the Chancellor 
went and fat near the Archdeacon, who had, in the mean time, been diſcourſing Mr. S but he im- 
mediately, applying himſelf to the Chancellor, repeated to him, what, it ſeems, he had been ſay- 
ing to the Archdeacon, to this Purpoſe : Sir, If I may be ſpared, I will make ſuch Diſcoveries, as 

ou ſhall be amaz d at; and will prove ſuch FaAs againſt a great many in this Country, that every 4 

ody ſhall allow, that I have deſerv d a Pardon, &c, To which the Chancellor reply d, Mr. & that 
cannot be your Buſineſs. Your beſt way to make Reparation to the World, far the great Miſchiefs 
you have done jt, will be, to make a clear and full Diſcovery of all the Crimes you , been con- 
cern'd in, or privy to; and to conſider, who had the leaſt Share in them, and are the moſt innocent 
of the Gang; and are, therefore, the moſt proper Perſons to be pardon d, as Hunt was, in this Cafe, 
and to be made uſe of as Evidences. At this, Mr. S. ſeem'd much dejeRed ; and after ſome fat- 
ther Diſcourſe about the Nature and proper Methods of Repentance, to be uſed by them, the Chan- 
cellor and Archdeacon left them together. | 

On Thwſday the 15th of April, being the Day before Hobbins and Allen were to ſuffer, they re- 

2 of me, That I would endeavour to bring them to ſpeak with Palmer and Symonds, ſaying, 
They heard thoſe two Perſons had confeſs d themſelves guilty of the Crimes they had been convicted 

of, and had thereupon obtain dea Reprieve ; and urg d, as the ground of their Requeſt, That they 
having own'd themſelves Guilty, muſt needs know them to be Innocent; and ſaid, They could not, 
to their Faces, charge them with having any hand in the Murders. 

I thought the Requeſt ought not to be deny d, and therefore endeavour'd to N N Firſt, Pal- 
mer, as the Perſon, of the Two, moſt likely to be prevail'd upon, to ſee Hobbint; but could not, 
by any Argument or Intreaty, bring him to admit of it. I then ask d him, If Hobbins was con- 
dern d with him in the Murder of his Mother? It was Jong before he would give me an Anſwer ; 
but, at laſt, he ſaid, EH. was more concern d than I was. How do you mean, pray Sir, ſaid I, That 
Hobbins Kill d her with his own Hand, whilſt you only watch'd without Door> Sir, faid he, with 
a diſdainful Air, 71! anſwcr you ns more Qual ions about it; Ill tell nothing, but to the Biſhop of Oxford. 

I then went ro Symonds, but with no better Succeſs. He not only refus d ro ſee Hebbins, but to 

anſwer any Queſtion about either of them. But when Lask d him, Whether Hobbins and Alkn 

were reſpectively Guilty, according to Hunt's Evidence? He ſaid, Hunt is a damm d Rogue ; and as 
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| for them, Til ſay nothing of . Ent as for Ballard, I declare, and would do, if it nas the lat 1 


4 peat, that I never ſan him, in my Life, till I ſaw him here in Gaol. A few Hours after, Bal + 
lard's Reprieve came. 

In the Evening, I waited on my Lord of Oxon, who was then returned to Worceſter with a Re- 
prieve for Mr. Palmer and Mr. Symonds, to requeſt his Lordſhip's Authority, for bringing the Four 
convicted of Murder, Face to Face, if his Lordſhip ſhould think it proper. But before I had an 
Opportunity to move my Suit, came Mr. White, the Gaoler, upon the ſame Errand. Of which his 
Lordfhip has already taken notice. | 

On Friday, April 16. at Seven in the Morning, Hobbins and Allen, in an Hour or Two to ſuffer, 
renew d their Requeſt, That they might be confronted with Palmer and Symonds. I told them, I 
could not command it, and was confident, they would not conſent to it, having deny d it both to 
me and the Gaoler over Night. However, at their very urgent and repeated Intreaty, I went to 
Mr. Palmer, then in his bed; who, at my firſt coming into the Room, ſeem'd much troubled. I 
told him, It was Hobbins's dying Requeſt to him, That he would permit him to ſpeak with him. 
He, in great Diſorder, faid, Oh! Sir, T cannot ſee him, I fink. Wh faid I, What 


| y, ur 
ate you afraid of? You have confeſ d yourſelf Guilty, and need not be afraid or aſhamed to 


charge another : Care ſhall be taken he ſhall not hurt you : Why can't you fay the Truth to his Face, 
as well as Hunt ſwore it to yours * He anſwer d again, Oh! Sir, I cannot, I ſhall fink; pray go to 
Mr. Symonds. I told him, I doubted Mr. Symonds would prove as obſtinate as he. But, Sir, faid I, 
If you will not ſee this Man, tell me plainly, Did Hobbin kill your Mother? 05 Sir, he ſaid, 
turning his Face towards his Pillow, with all the Signs of Shame and Anguiſh, Tis all too true, tic 
all too true, Pray then, Sir, be particular, ſaid I, tel me, and name the Man, that Hobbins Kill'd 
your Mother, and how. Oh ! Sir, ſaid he, continuing in the utmoſt Diſtreſs, I cannot, but tis too 
true, tis all too true. At this inſtant came in the Turn-Key, and, with him, Mr. Maſon; and one of 
them ſaid, Come, Mr. Palmer, get on your Cloaths quickly, the Biſhop of O:xon's a- coming. Hear- 
ing this, I defiſted, and went down to the Criminals below, to do my Office with them. 

| Within half an Hour, his Lordſhip came; and, going up Stairs, order d Hobbins and Allen to be 
brought to the half-pace of the Stairs, and Palmer and Smonds to ſtand at the top; whereupon fol- 
low'd that Interview, and Charge of Guilt upon the Criminals, Hobbin; and Allen, which his Lord- 
ſhip has already related. This ended, they were forthwith carted, it being about Eight o'th' Clock, 
and convey to the Place of Execution. | 

When they were come thither, they were earneſtly exhorted, and much urged, to Confeſſion, both 

by me, and others; but to no purpoſe : Only Hobbins ſaid, All that I know of the Matter, is, Thar 


they that are left behind, [meaning Palmer ang Symonds, no doubt] ſent to Burford in Oxfordſhire, 
to know what Defence I could ; and ſubpœna d ſome of my Witneſſes, and paid em. t 13 
all that I know of the Matter. 


- 


When the Ropes had been ſome Time about their Necks, the Cart, in which they ſtood, mov'd 
a little forward; and Hobbins thinking (as may be ſuppos d) that the Cart was going from under 
him, catch'd hold of the Rope, above his Head, with his Hands, (which, it ſeems, was not ſo 
Cloſe pinion d, but he could do) and cry d out, O Lord! for Gad ſake, hold 4 Intle ! The Cart 
Ropp'd, and then I expected ſome Confeſſion. But inſtead thereof, he look'd very ſternly at the 
Sheriff, and ſaid, fiercely, What, won't you let me ſay my Prayers before I die? Then he and Allen re- 
peated the Lord's Prayer and Creed together, and let fall ſome imperfe& Ejaculations ; and then 
the Moment of Execution approaching, I earneſtly exhorted them to Confeſſion; but they obſtinate- 
ly deny'd their Guilt, and were executed. Their dead Bodies were hung on Gibbets the ſame Day; 
Allen's at. Bradforton, Hobbins's near the Ruins of Mrs. Palmer's Houſe, at Upton-Snodsbury. 

On Sunday, April 18. at Night, I heard Symonds had mutter d ſomething, that made it ſuſpected he 
would retract his Confeſſion. . 

On Monday 19. in the Evening, he ſaid, He did not like ſome Things: He would make ſome 
Diſcoveries, if ſome Thing was done to fave his Life. But would not explain himſelf. Palmer was 


very reſerv'd in his Words, and would not ſpeak a tittle to the Confeſſions. 


On Tueſday, the 20th, in the Morning, Symonds faid, He was not Guilty; and that Hobbins and 
Allen, for ought he knew, died wrongfully. I ask'd, if he had not confeſſed his Guilt, under his 
own Hand, to the Biſhop of O:xen ? He anſwer'd, He knew whet he had done well enough. That 
Day, or the next Morning, I told the Bitkop of it. 1 told Palmer alſo, what Smonds laid. He 


anſwer d, He could not help what he ſaid ; he was ſo beſotted with Drink, that he knew not what he ſaid, 


or did. 


On Thwrſday 22. in the Morning, I carried a Letter, from his Lordſhip to them; wherein his 
Lordſhip expoſtulates with them, very affectionately, the Iniquity of the Retractation he heard they 


had made, Cc. vid. Lit. I was preſent when Mr. Palmer read the Letter, and obſerv'd, That tho 


he ſaid nothing to it, he was much diſturb'd at it. He faid, He had not retracted his Confeſhon, 
tho' Mr. Symonds had his. Whereupon I told him, That his Lordſhip then expected a very particu- 
Jar Account of the whole Matter, under his own Hand, with the Mention of ſome Circumſtanc 
not yet diſcover d, which might be convincing Proofs of his Sincerity ; and particularly; That he 
ſhould give an Account of the Writings taken out of the great Trunk, at his Mother's Bed's- Feet. 
He nid. He wonld give a =_ particular Account of all he knew ; bur for the Writings, he knew 
no mòte of them, than I did. I told him, His Lordſhip required, That what he would write, 
ſhou!d be in my Preſence; and ask d, When I ſhould attend upon him, for that end? He faid, To 
ſpatch in the mean time. They were then confind each to his Chamber, by Order of the Sheriff, 
ent the Evening before; which Order was obtain d at the Requeſt of Palmer, (unknown to Symonds ) 


Morrow in the Evening: For, before he could not do it, becauſe of ſome Buſineſs he had to di- 


that he might be free from his troubleſome and diſorderly Converſation. I then went to Symonds 


with the Letter ; and, at his Requeſt, read it to him. He would ſay nothing to it, for ſame time; 
but, at laſt, ask d, What the Bithop of O.ron would have? And ſaid, He thought he had confeſs d 


enough. So you had, faid I, but you retracted it again. I never retracted it, ſaid he. Now can vo 


lay” 
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Try fo? faid 1: Did not you tell me, on Tueſday Morning, That you were innocent; and that Hobs 
Vun and Allen, for ought. you knew, died wrongfully > And, what was that, but to retract yout 
Confeſhon ? Said he, I don't belicve I ſaid ſo. Upon my Word, Sir, 20% did, ſaid I. Then, I be- 
believe, I nas drunk, faid he. Well then, ſaid I, Do you ſtand to the Confeſſion you did make? 1 
won't tell you that neither, ſaid he. Why will you prevaricate ſo, Mr. Symonds, faid I? to what 
purpoſe is it? You will only delude your ſelf into Damnation. You dream of a Pardon : and, can 
there be ſuch 2 thing for you? For yon, whom all Men look upon to be the Ring- leader in all this 
Miſchief? Was ever the Author of three deliberate Murders, and thoſe confeſs d, pardod? Look 
into the Hiſtory of this, or any other Nation, and ſee if ſuch a thing is to be found. Vou may form 
what Projeds you pleaſe in your Head; but you'll as ſurely be hang d as you are now alive. 
He was ſo provok'd at what 1 faid, that he was e en choak d with Paſſion, and could not ſpeak a plain 
Word; and his Looks and Actiors made me apprehenſive his Fury would break out upon me in 
ſome miſchievous Attempt. - I thought beſt therefore to get out, as ſoon as I could; and taking a 
very abrupt leave of him, I went to the Door, (which happen d alſo to be lock d upon us) and thun- 
dering with all the Force I could, the Keeper being near at hand, ſpeedily favour d my Retreat. 

It was not long after this, that he ſecretly provided himſelf of a new Knife, for what end; no 

Man could gueſs, unleſs for the Execution of ſome bloody Deſign. | | 
In the Evening of the ſame Day, I went to Symonds again; who then ask d me very coolly, How 

he came to be fo cloſely confin d? I told him, There might be ſeveral Reaſons for that: The Gao- 
ler might do it for his Security. No, no, faid he, it is by the Sheriff's Order: - belizve it's Pals 
mer doings ; I wiſh he does not prove 4 Rogue to me. What does he ſay to the Biſhop's Letter > Why, 
fays I, * promis d to write a particular Account of the whole Matter in my Preſence; and the 
Biſhop expects the ſame from you. When is he to write his? ſaid he. To morrow Night, ſaid I; 
but you may be before-hand with him, if you will: III aſſiſt you to draw up yours now, if you 
think — No, ſaid he, I won't do't to Night; but to morrow Morning 1 will, come as foon as 
you pleaſe. : 3 . 
On Friday, Apr. 23. 1 went pretty early in the Morning, in hopes of Smonds's Confeſſion, but, 
found his Mind mightily alter d. He did not know now, whether he ſhould ſend the Biſhop any 
Confeſſion at all, or no; but if he did, it would not be this day or two, I did not wonder much 
at this Change; being very ſenſible, that tho' Palmer and Symonds at that time came not together, 
yet ſomebody went often between them, able to ſuggeſt, as well as carry a Meſſage. | © | 
In the Evening of the ſame Day, I went to Palmer, and claim'd his Promiſe, but he put me off 
to the next Day. | e AM | 
Saturday, Apr. 24. in the Morning, I went to him again, but he was not at leiſure ; yet promis d, 
he would write in the Evening. 1-told him, The Bithop infiſted upon his writing in my Preſence ; 
and defir'd therefore to know, at what time 1 ſhould come. He ſaid, He could ſer no time, becauſe 
he was buſy with his Friends, in making ſome Proviſion for his Children ; but would fend me 
word, I told him, That the Biſhop inſiſted alſo upon his giving an Account of the Writings taken 
out of the Trunk, He ſaid, He knew nothing of them; for he was not in the Houſe, at the Houſe 
or near it, when the Facts were done; and fo he would tell the Biſhop of Oxon. I thought, if that 
was his Reſolution, his Confeſſion would not be worth the taking. They were now together, and 
went where they pleas'd within the Caſtle-Walls, notwithſtanding the Sheriff's Order of Separation 
and cloſe Confinement. Smonds alſo. promis d his Paper; but neither of them ſent for me. 

On Tueſday, Atr. 27. they both of em flatly deny'd all that they had confeſs'd. They faid, 
That it was with the greateſt ReluQancy they had confented to write thoſe Confeſſions they firſt ſent 
to the Bithoprof Oxon ; and that they could never have been prevail'd with to accuſe themſelves {0 
mamefully, pad not Tem Symonds, the Attorney, aſſur d them over and over, that, upon their Con- 
feſſion, the Biſhop of Oxon pramis d, beſides getting them a Reprieve, to go and throw himfelF 
at the Queen's Feet, and not leave em till he had obrain'd their Pardon. They then told me, The 
Reaſon why they came not to Prayers on Sunday, was, That they could not bear their being pray d 
for as Murderers, being Innocent. They ſaid, They had ſent ſeveral times for Tom Symonds, that 
they might juſtify to his Face, that he pretended to brirg from the Biſhop of Oxon the above-reci- 
ted Propoſal ; but that now he would not come near them. 

1 his K I had again ſome high Conteſt with S mond; who was now become ſo tender of 
his Reputation, that the very Suppoſition of his Guilt, and Iwo or Three Queſtions upon it, was a 
Quarrel hardly reconctlable. . 1 

From this Day to the Third of May, I attended upon Palmer twice a day, but did little more than 
read ſome Diſcourſes to him, and pray that God would give him the Grace of Repentance. He took 
little notice of what was read, nor ſeem'd to expreſs any Devotion at Prayers. 

Monday, May 3. With much Intreaty, by Meſſage to Symonds, and upon Promiſe that I would not 
argue or ask any Queſtions about the Murders, but barely read Diſcourſe upon Repentance, and 
pray for them, without mentioning the Facts for which they were under Sentence, I obtain d the Fa- 
vour of his Company, which I had not had for five Days before. He having till, at thoſe Times 
when I came, taken Sanctuary in the Kitchin, amoneft the Gaoler's Family and Debtors, or in the 
Houſe of Oftice, or where-ever elſe he could, to thun me. | 
Tucſday, N 4. in the Morning, Mrs. Prat, the Gaoler's Wife's Siſter, witneſs d to them, in my 
Preſence, That at the time ſhe was before the Bithop of Oxon with Tom Symonds, the Attorney, ſhe did 
not hear his Lordſhip promiſe, That, on condition of their Confeſſion, he would go to the Queen, 
and not leave her Feet till he had obtain d their Pardon, as the faid Symonds had told the Criminals + 
his Lordihip did; but, that when the was arguing their Innocence, and declared her Perſuaſion there- 
of, his Lordthip ſaid, That if he could believe em Innocent, as the profeſs d to do, he would go to 
the > car and on his Knees beg their Pardon: But that, for his part, he was fo fully ſatisfy d of 
their Guilt, that he could do no more than, upon their Confeſſion, endeavour to get em a Reprieve 
for ſome longer time, u herein to prepare for another World. * 
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 *" Smmnde ano ledg'd this Mornipg, before the ſaid Mrs. Prat, and Mrs: Elis. Gatei, fince Lig 


berry, That on Thurſday, Apr. 22. he deny d his having retracted his Confeſſion ; and faid, That if 


he did, he believ'd he was drunk. 


On Wedneſday Morning, May 5. I read Prayers, and afterwards was with Palmer in his Chamber; 
but faw not Symonds. | 

On Thurſday Morning, ay 6. I read to them a Diſcourſe upon the La Fudgment, which con- 
cluded with an earneſt Exhortation to Confeſſion, and Repentance. Palmer ſeem'd affected with it; 


and thank d me heartily for it; but S monds took little notice of what was ſaid. Whereupon I re- 


proach d him gently with his Neghgatce and Inſenſibility: To which he reply d, He did as well 
hop'd God would receive his Soul. 
The fame Evening, I receiv'd the following Note by Mr. Palmer's Boy. 
Mr. D.---- May 7. 1708. 
* 1 4 readily accept your Sermon; indeed, deſire the ſame ; and {hall be extremely oblig'd for 
* the Favour. If Mr. Symonds will not be one of the Auditors, yet, I hope, I may not be de- 
priv d of the Advantage. Who am, SIR, Your unfortunate Servant, John Palmer. US 
How he came to ſay, He accepted my Sermon, I cannot tell; for I offer d no ſuch thing that 
y. However, ſoon after the Receipt of this Letter, I went to the Gaol, with an intention to preach; 


if it ſhould appear convenient. When I came, I found the Cafle-Yard and lower Rooms full of Peo- 


ple, and many of em not in a fit condition to be preſent at Divine Service; for which Reaſon 1 
did not preach, but read to the Criminals in Palmer's Chamber, (he approving as well of it) in 
Preſence of many of their Friends and Relations, a Diſcourſe of Hell-Torments ; concluding with an 
Exhortation ſuitable to the Occaſion. After which, we went to Prayers. Palmer behaved himſelf 
vey. devourly thereat ; and kneeling near me, repeated after me, in a low whiſper, the Prayers ! 
us d. But Symonds moſt irreverently lay upon the Bed all the time; and after Prayers, fell a rail- 
ug moſt wickedly againſt the whole Clergy of the Country, and all thoſe vigilant and active Ma- 
giſtrates that labour d in the Diſcovery of the Murders, and took the Information of Witneſles, 
Bloc them all indiſcriminately with a Combination again. his Life, and a Ihirſt after his 


1 refuted theſe frantick Slanders, (as well I might) with a juſt Vintication of the Proceedings a- 
youe him, and by Arguments from the Ungroundedneſs and Unprofitableneſs of ſuch a malicious 
:onfederation as he charg'd the Magiſtrates and Miniſters with. 1 could not forbear to rebuke bim 
ſharply for his Prophaneneſs and Irreverence, his ſpiteful Accuſations and opprobrious Reflections. 
I told him, That he behav'd himſelf the worſt, fure, that ever Man in his Condition did; that I 
doubted his Heart was now judicially harden'd by God, for his _— fo long rejected the Means 
of Mercy; that he was given up, by Him, to a reprobate Mind, and conſign to eternal Venge- 
ance : And added, That if he continued to act fo like a Devil, as he did, he would very thortly 
become an Aſſociate in their Sufferings. He became hereupon a little calm, and on d that he had 
been very guilty of Drunkenneſs and Whoredom, Swearing and Curſing, Prophaning the Lord's 
Day, and Neglect of Religious Duties; but call'd for all the Judgmens of God upon him, Soul and 
Body, if he was guilty of any of the Facts for which he was to die. I told him, That if he had be- 
Hav'd himſelf penitently ſince his Commitment, or, but even ſince his Condemnation, 1 thould have 


ad more Charity for him; but that I ſhould never believe any Man the ſooner for ſuch horrid - 


Imprecations as he us d. Iu fine, 1 counſel'd him to ſpend the remaining Moments of his Life, in 
humbleſt Confeſſion of his Sins to God, and'deepeſt Sorrow for them, and not to forget the Slan- 


ders and Reproaches, the Prophaneneſs and Irreverence he had that Evening been guilty of: I urg d 


the extreme Hazard he was in of eternal Damnation, and conjur'd him to do all he could for the ſa- 

ving of his Soul, for which great and important Work, not yet begun, he had now ſo little time. 
On Friday, May 7. at Five of the Clock in the Morning, came the following Note, from Mr; 

Palmer, to me. 
SIR, | ; | May 8. 1708. 

& O U may think as you pleaſe, but, as T am a dying Man, tis true what I ſay ; fo, Sir, I deſire 

© you will be fo kind to adminiſter the Sacrament to me, before I depart this miſerable Life, 
© Sir, Your Faith may be what it will, but I declare I would not do the thing, and were Guilry; for 
* Ten Thouſand Worlds. Sir, Tour expiring Servant, John Palmer. 


Within half an Hour after the Receipt hereof, I went to him, and gave him ſeveral Reaſons why 
I thought I ought not to give him the Sacrament, unleſs he would confeſs the Crimes of which he 


had been convicted, eſpecially having retracted the Confeſfion he had once made; But told him 
withal, That if he was, as he now profeſs'd, really innocent, my denying him the Sacrament couid 
be no Diſadvantage to him; for that God, in ſuch caſe, would accept the Deſire for the Perfor- 
and that he might Spiritzally feed upon the Body and Blood of Chriſt, and be thereby Par- 
taker of the Benefits of his Sufferings, tho he could not Sacramentally. 
He deſird me to read to him again the Diſcourſe I had read the Morning before, upon the La? 
Judgment; which I did ; and ſtaid with him till about Eight of the Clock. We began and ended 
with Prayers, at which Palmer ſeem'd very devout ; but Shͤ˙nds lay upon the Bed all the while, 
complaining of the Gripes ; and would not be perſuaded to do any thing. Then, having given 
Palmer my Advice, in what manner to employ himſelf, till I ſhould come again, I went home. 
At Ten of the Clock, I went to them again, and found with them two Clerſtymen; one of 
which was exhorting them, very gruvely, to Confeſſion. 1 deſir d him to continue his Diſcourſe ; 
which he did; and then defir'd leave to uſe a Prayer he ſaid he had compos d for the Occaſion. J 


conſented to it, and join'd in the uſe of it. | | 
About Eleven of the Clock came the Crimina!s, out of the Caſtle, attended by the Sheriff, and à 


good Guard, ons | 
When they came to the Place of Execution, I was, in ſpight of all Endeavours, excluded by the 
very great Crowd of Horſe ; nor could get to the Tree in leſs than half an Hour. — 
When I got to them, I firſt made uſe of ſuch Arguments, for the Duty and Neceflity of their 
confeſſing the Facts they were come to die for, as occurr d; and then took out the Exhortation 1 
had read before in the Gaol, and deliver'd it to them, with all the Earneſtneſs and Concern 1 was 


able to expreſs; but without effect. 


Then Palm y pull'd out his Paper, and read it, and gave it to the Sheriff. When he came to 


that Paſſage, That he was induc d to make a Contellion * Aſſe ve ration of Mr. Symonds the At- 
„ In | | SN Ferney, 
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Tho this nat certain 


Food Man, and I have been much oblig'd to him. 


ſcience, they were Strangers to him. 


/ 


* 


torney, that the Biſhop of Oxford promis , that, on Condition of their making a Confeſſion, he 


would go to the 2 = and endeavour to get their Pardon; he look d off the Paper, and ſaid, 
ly rold me by M,. Symonds, 7 do not believe his Lordſhip ever ſaid it: He is a worthy 


Then we went to Prayers. Prayers ended, the Criminals embraced, and took their Leave one of 


another. ['Tis ſaid, they whiſper'd in each other's Ear; but that 1 did not obſerve.] And Hmonds 


went up the Ladder, on the oppoſite fide of the Tree, having his Back towards me. When he was 
ſettled there, and the Rope about his Neck, he began to lay his Blood (as he had threatned he 


would) at the Juſtices Doors. I hearing this, went and faced him, and faid, Mr. monde, What 
are you going to do? Have you not Sins _ to anſwer for, but you muſt calumniate good 


Men for doing their Duty ? It is the Duty of all Men, to make ſtrict Inquiſition for Blood : but 


of Magiſtrates much more. Why then, fays he, turn me off, and 270 me out of my Miſery, Nay, 


be not fo haſty; Mr. Hmonds, faid I, ſay your Prayers firſt, The Horſe from a ſmall Aſcent above 
the Galloivs, prefs'd ſo hard upon me at that time, and I had ſo much to do to eſcape being trod 
n, that 1 could not obſerve whether he pray d, or no. If he did, it was but a very little while. 


<= 
He deny'd any Knowledge of any of the Murders, upon his Salvation ; and calling again to be turn'd 
O | 0 4# 


„it was done. 


Palmer. bekeld the Heavings and Convulſions of the hanging Body, with all the ſigns of Horror 
and Amazement ; inſomuch that I thought he would have fallen down under the Tree. 

A little after, He went up the Ladder; where his Courage fail d him fo, that he ſeem'd ready to 
expire, before he was turn d off. He pray'd there, in a very lowTone, and confuſed Manner, for ſome 
time; and then I apply'd myſelf to him again, and demanded, Whether he were guilty of the Death 
of his Mother, or no? To which he reply'd, He was not Guilty. And foon after was turnd off. 
Their Bodies were both hung in Irons, the ſame Day, by Hobbins's, at Upton-Snoasbury. 


REMARKS on Mr. Symonds's Dy1Nnc-Sretcn. 
Win” this was writ, Or ſeen, by Mr. Symonds, before his Death, is hard to ſay : Tis cer- 


— 


tain, he neither ſpice nor had it at the Gallows with him. His Behaviour there ſhew'd 
no ſuch Concern for Salvation, in the other World, as this pretended Speech would inti- 
mate. All he ſpake, was Reflexion, and in a Paſſion; he * the Hangman put him out of his Mi- 


; leg, and turn him off. 
h 


e Knowledge of this might have been poſitively learn'd by the Publiſher ; but that would have 
done him no Service : Unleſs he had call'd it a Dying-Speech, it was not like to find that good Re- 
ception, nor make that deep. Impreſſion on the Common People, which he hoped for. People 
might think it was patch d up over a Pot of Ale, or prepar'd only to inſtru and move that noble 
Lord's Compaſſion, who was inclin'd to get his Pardon : But, giving it the Title of a Dying-Speech, 


| he believ'd that all he ſaid would be ſwallow'd, without Examination. 


If this was his Dying-Speech, I ſhall have the leſs Opinion of Dying-Speeches, for the ſake of 
this. This Truth, however, is to be gather'd from it, That Mr. Symonds has completed his Cha- 
raQer, and died as he lived, without Conſcience and Religion. | 

To make this appear, we need only run over the ſeveral Parts of what is Narrative in the Speech; 
and if every one of them prove to be falſe, then it is not to be denied, by the Publiſher, but that 


Mr. Symons died with a Lye in his Mouth. 
1. He ſays, He lay with Mr. Sheldon Stevens of Wyer-Piddle, in his Hoſe, the Night of Mrs. 


Palmer Murder. 


Mr. Stevens married his Mother's Siſter, and was examin'd, by the Juftices, upon the Fact. He 
then declared, upon Oath, He could nor would not, for all the World, fay, That Mr. Sound, lay 
that Night with him. : ; | 

But tho his Memory could not then help him out, Five Month after, at the Tryal, he was able 
to ſay, and ſwear, That he lay then with Mr. Smonds. Now, Who is to be believ d, Mr. SHeldon 
Stevens, in the Month of November, when the Murder was newly done, or Mr. Sevens, fo long 


after, in the April following ? _ : BE | 
2. He affirms, That Pallard, Hobbins, and Allen, his Fellow-Criminals, were unknown to him, till he 


met them in Gaol. Were they ſo ? Why then a Man may be more than once in another's Company, 
and yet be a Stranger to him. There are Two Witneſſes, of great Credit, that faw them together: 
We will give their Teſtimony ; and let the Reader judge, if Mr. Symonds could ſay, with any Con- 


Firſt, Francis Walker, of White-Ladies-Aſton, declares, That on n bitſumide was Twelvemonth, (about 


Half a Year before the Murder) he was in company with Symonds, and #obbins, and Others, at Brough- 


ton-Hachet. 
Next, Capt. Zemings, of Worceſter, declares, That in the Beginning of September laſt, (which was a- 


bout Two Months betore the Murder, he ſaw Palmer, Symonds, Hobbins, and Ballard, all together, at the 
Talbot, near the Croſs, in Worceſter. It was a Fair-Day at Worceſter, and he remembers it by that Cir- 
cumſtance. | | | F 

3. He adds, Even Hunt himſelf was never of my Acquaintance, Why there's the thing; a Man may be 
in his Company, and not be of his Acquaintance. That Hunt has been in his Company at Crump' of 


Pidale, can't be deny'd. A Butcher of Worceſter has too much realon to remember it. He lad a ſmall 


Charge of Money with him as he paſſed that way, and the Sight of Hunt and Symonds there together, 
put him in a bodily Fright, which work'd him into a Thorough-Sweat, till he got home. | 

4. For his Confeſſion to the Biſhop of Oxford, which is the only thing be repens of, he does well to call it 
merrily an Occaſional one; for it was to ſerve his Turn then, and get him a Reprieve ; and when that 
Turn was ſerved, he was to renounce it, to ſerve the Occaſions of others, that were te receive Advan- 
tage by his denial of the Guilt, ; 

He aſſerts, That hie Xinjman Mr. Maſon and Mr. Symonds craftily extorted a Conſeſſion from him, in hopes of 
Pardon. Their Teſtimonies evince, that they gave him no hopes of a Pardon; but ſomething mutt be ſaid 
to colour over Mr. SH) es Retrattation of a Crime that is too black, for any Man of Contcience to 


" 
* 


charge hiniſclf wich, unleſs he had been guilty. 


He adds, Bleſſed be God, my Hands were not tind : Ot 
with his own Hands; it is an{wer'd, It is not charged on him; for Hobbins kill'd her. But this is a poor 


Equivocation, for a dying Man to ſay, 1 did not kill her, when he was a Conriver, and an Avettor of the 


Murder, and actually preſent at it. 1 
when his Uncle, Armil 


5. He verily believes bis Breiter Palmer to be unjnſtly accus d. Did he believe ſo, 
laad Ot the 


Green, of the Pariſh of Upioz-Snodsbury, tent a Melſlage do him, in the Priſon, by one Sv, Fa 
SQ WDICS ! 


ur'd with that Blood, If he means, he did not kill her 


i, 
Bd 


Shamhles? More Shame for. him, if he did. The Meſſage was, That he would not have Symonds han 
by the Neck, while the other did by the Pocket. No, ſaid Symonds, by his Maker, I will not; for if 
am hang d, Brother Palmer ſhall too, unleſs he gives me 100 J. to buy a Pardon. If he believ'd Palmer 
innocent, where was then his Honeſty, to hang an innocent Man for Company ? But if he believ'd 
| both guilty, as his Threat plainly implies, where was his Veracity, to acquit Palmer, and himſelf, with 
his dying Breath ? | : 
6. For the Murder at Bradforton, he only denies it in the general. And we are content that it be be- 
liey'd no farther than it is plainly made out in the Tryal, to which the Reader is referr'd. Only one 
thing he is deſir d to remember, which is not inthe Tryal, and that is, the Information of Mr. Hawkſ= 
wood, mention'd before, which ſhews, that a guilty Conſcience is inſtead of all other Accuſers. 
There are ſufficient Inſtances of the Credit that is due to Mr. Symonds's Dying-Speech, which can 
impoſe only on thoſe that knew not the Man and his Behaviour. He liv'd in all kind of Sin. He was 
tried for one Murder, and deſery'd Punjſhment for others, beſides theſe Two that he died for. He 
ur'd Drink down one Man's Throat, till he died. He made his Landlord Crump, by whom he never 
ew any Ill. as he ſays, renounce his Baptiſm, and then ſubmit to a Mock-Baptiſm, with Ale, in the 
Name of the Devil. He was known to be a common Highway-Man, and Houſe-Breaker. He acknow- 
ledges, under his own Hand, in Confeſſions written before his Reprieve, That he went with ſome Per- 
ſons to ſteal Deer from Mr. Berkley's Park at Spechley, three Years ſince: And tho' they own'd they were 
a Gang of Forty or F ifty, that uſed to take Purſes on the High-Way, he continu'd to keep them Com- 
pany : That he attempted, with one of them, to rob his own Father Symonds's Houle. 
ot to ſpeak of his Whoring, Drinking, Swearing, left I ſhould ſwell theſe Sheets too much: He 
that could be guilty of ſo many kinds of Sin, and yet paſs them over with no ſeverer a Cepſure than this, 
As Man born of a Woman, and ſo conſequemly ſubject to the Vanities, and expos'd 10 the Temptations of this Life, 1 
have many Sins to account for, may be ſuppos d to have gentle Thoughts of Lying too: And he that could 
rob his Father without Remorſe, might be induc'd, through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, to murder Stran- 
gers, and afterwards deny it without Horror, 1 
Thus dying, as he laments, in the prime of his Age, 4 Scandalous Death on the Tree 3 his Death hath doubly 
juſtify'd the Truth of God's Word, tho his Life was ever a Reproach to his Laws. God has pronounc'd, 
hat the Blood-thirſty _ PT ſhall not live out half their Days. And again, The Eye that mocketh at his 
Father, and deſpiſeth to obey his Mother, the Ravens of the Valley ſhall pick it out, and the young Ravens ſpall pick it 
out. Birds of Prey do now feed on his Carcaſs, whoſe Life was made up of Rapine and Blood, and Diſ- 
obedience to his Parents: And therefore, for his Soul's ſake, I wiſh he had added one Prayer to his Li- 
tany, which might have been a Caution to others, that will not take Warning by his Example, From H- 
ing Lips, and from deceitful Friends; from Hardneſs f Heart, and Contempt of thy Word and Comman4ment, Good 
Lord, deliver me: | | 
What Notion Mr Pa'mer's Speech-maker had of Original Sin, and what Mr. Palmer himſelf had, "Pp 
read it at the Gallows, tis hard to ſay; but if we may gueſs at their Senſe by the Words in that Speech, 
they make it ſomewhat that muſt patronize all the Sins a Man is capable of committing, even in their 
own Expreſſions, Diſobedience to the Almighty's juſt and holy Commands, Neglect of bis divine Precepts, and v in- 
ning in oppoſition to the Checks of Conſcience, "Theſe they call Frailties, which we are all, moſt of us, at leaſt, 
ſubject ro, as Men conceiy'd in Sin, and brought forth in Iniquity. And at the ſame time, they might | 
extenuate the Guilt of Murder, even Murder of Parents, of Houſe-breaking, and Houle-burning, witly 
calling them by the gentle Name of Frailties, which, as Men conceiv'd in Sin, we are ſubject to. If ſuch 
were their Notions of thoſe Sins, no wonder Mr. Palmer was not more particular in confciling them, but 
lump'd them, in general, with his other Failings. : 
Bur we will pardon his Miſtakes in Divinity, as a Study he was a Stranger to; if his Veracity will tand 
the Teſt, and he nas pale all the Truth, to the beſt of his Knowledge. He would have you believe, he 
tells the worſt of himſelf that he knows: The Charge 1 have made on myſelf, extends no farther than the Frail: | 
ties, I doubt, moſt of us, at leaſt, too many, are ſubject to, &c. | 
Well, what docs this Charge amount to? Why, polluted Thoughts, irregular Life, a Proneneſs to Evil, 
Diſobedience 10 God's Commands, &c, Theſe are general Words, which he lea ves to be interpreted as much 
in his Favour, as if he had led as inoftenfive a Life as moſt Men. But, Did he know nothing worſe of 
himſelf ? Was it ſo long ago fince his Father's Death, as to forget the two Maids he had debauch'd, and 
got with Child? With whom, as common Fame goes, he made his Peace at a large Price; giving the 
one Forty Pounds, and the other Eighty. Was the vile Treatment of his firſt Wife quite out of his 
Memory? Could he not remember, how ke turn'd his Mother out of his Houle at Libery, and how he 
took her Bed from her, pretending ſome of the Feathers of it were his? And afterwards, when ſhe 
bad taken an Houſe near him, that ſhe might ſee him there ſometimes, in his way to and from Worceſter, 
Can he forget how he uſed to take a Round-about-Way, to avoid his Mother's Houſe, and ſo depriving 
her of the Opportunity ſhe ſought for, ot ſecing him? Not to mention more Inſtances of moſt ſhameful 
Undutifulneſs, to a moſt kind Parent, to whom he was an only Child. As for his Pretences to Religion, 
Could he not remember, that he liv'd in a conſtant Neglect of publick Worſhip, that neither he or his Family 
were hardly ever ſeen at Church? This, however, he might remember, becauſe he repeated it ſeveral ' 
times in Priſon, as many can atteſt, That he kept very ill Company, that he knew of more Gangs than 
one of Highway-Men, and Houſe-Breakers, and yet he went out of the World, at laſt, without confer. 
ſing one of them. His Confeſſion, under his Hand, declares, That he oftentimes was in Company with 
ſeveral notorious Highway-Men, and Deer-Stealers ; that they would have perſuaded him to have gone 
out with them; that they ond many of their Robberies to him; and that one of them would have had 
him aſiſt in robbing Mr. Harriss Houſe, while he courted his Wife's Niece, (which was Mr. Palmer's 
firft Wife) and offer d to murder Mr. Harris, if that would do him any Service. Surely Mr. Palmer had 
ſhew'd a good Liking to theſe Practices, and a Friendſhip to their Company, before they u ould venture to 
truſt him with Secrets of ſuch Conſequence, as muſt hazard their Liberty, if Mr. Palmer ſhould not con- 
nive at the Propoſal. . | | ; 
2. His Advice here is very right, and grounded on fatal Experience; for had he ſerv'd God more, and 
conſider d his latter end, he would not have been ſo led away by thoſe that miniſter'd to his Plea(ures; 
nor been impatient for a Poſſeſſion that muſt have ſoon come to him; nor would Providence have ſuffer d 
him to fall into thoſe Engagements, that damn'd his Life and Fortune at once. 
3. He next deſcends to the Crime for which he Jufjer'd, and would approve his Innocence thereof with 
a Denial upon the Vord of a dying Man. The Words of dying Men are of weight, when all their Actions 
before have been of a piece: But it is no new thing, in a wicked Age, to hcar ei Men that have lived 
profligately, and died hard. Conſcience is extinguilh'd by a long habitual Life of Sin, in detpight of its 
Checks; and the Grace of God is provok'd beyond any degree of farther Care tor their Salvation, that 
have rejected, ſcornfully, the Means to it. Hence lewd Atheifts have died (cotting and blaſpheming, as 
they liv'd, even when they knew their End was juſt at hand. | 
Ay, but how can a Man, that believes a Fudgment, deny, a Fact that he knows himſelf guilty of? J 
might as well ask, How can a Man, that believes a judgment to come, deliberately, and in col Bled, 
commit a Sin which Nature abhors, which he knows will be his, Damnation at that Judymenc ? 
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".: pyer, when he did the fick W | | 
ment; becauſe there are many Deceits, by which Satan and their Accomplices may work, to remov 


Peace by a private Confeſſion to 


n not contrary to their Knowledge. Their diſperſing ſeveral Sums of Money among the Country Attor- 


to Mr. Palmer, in the Evening, to tell him, the Goods of Mrs. Palmer were found on Hum. He could not 
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Fe, they that he. would fick at beſides ? What n reſtrain 
from denying it, or doing any other Widkednels: t the:Belief of a Judgment, for that be got 
* ; And ha now add, Nor the Nearneſs of the Apptoach of 4 4 


1 
* 


then Apprehenſions of it farther off than really it is ; ot believing it near, to make the Terror, there 
le 8 dreadful. | "Rp | P i. 1 | | 


Condemn'd Men may. hope to obtain a Pardon, by denying a Guilt too black to be forgiven by Men ” 
whey ents and after denying it ſo long, may be aſham'd to own it at laft 3 they may be led away with 8 


have a Tenderneſs for ſurviving Relations and Friends, not to diſgrace or endanger them, by a | 
ſion that will not do themſe}ves any good in this World, And in the next, they may hope to make their 
od, and a Denial to the World in Words equivocal; which may be f 
true when join'd with their own Senſe, which they reſerve in their Breaſts. Or they may believe " = 
Prieſt's Ab lation, upon a private Confeſſion of the Fact, does place them in the Condition of thoſe that  ©®? 
never did the Fact. | N 225 | | "42, 28 4 
Be it from one or more of theſe Deceits, or any other I have not mention'd, ſo it has fallen out in Fact, 
and that lately. The Perſons executed, at Gion ler, for Murder, and Two Mea hang'd at ford, and One 
Woman, at /e, denied the Fact with their laſt Words, tho” prov'd by the ſtrongeſt Evidence, ani own-. | 2 
on by ſome x the Accomplices. And whether this be not allo Mr. Palmer's Cale, the World may judge 4 
om his Tryal. 2 64 27 E 
4. We accent his Acknowledgment, That Mrs. Palmer was the beſt of Mothersz and we own, with him, 
That Hunt was one of the Company that murder d Her and the Maid, rifled tbe Houſe, and then fr dit. 
Hunt could not do all this without Accomplices. When he was diſcover d, Why ſhould, he not impeach 
the rue Confederates? Why ſhould he accuſe the murder d Woman's Son, if not guilty 3 Which he could not 
but know, would be incredible without fuller Proof than ordinary? Haw could he contrive all of a ſud- 
den, before the Juſtices that committed him, a Lye coherent in all its Parts, that has not been prov'd falle 
in any one Circumſtance for theſe five Months that have paſs d, from his taking up to his Tryal? 3 
One Reaſon Mr. Palmer inſinuates why Hum accus d hint, is, left be ſhould be 4 Thorn in bis Side; 1 ſuppoſe 
in his Proſecution of Hunt, and other Murderers. But this he had no reaſon to fear, Mr. Palmer had ne 
ver ſhewn himſelf hearty in the Enqury after the Murderers, He had publilh'd no Reward for the Diſco- 
very. And tho' he was urg'd to print an Advertiſement of this kind, and had one drawn up for him, he 
kept it in his Pocket till he was taken into Cuſtody, that is, from the 7th of November till the 20th. i 
| But many Reaſons may be given to ſhew he was juſtly accus'd, beſides thoſe which appear in the Tryal, 
As the threatning Words given out of Revenge, when they ſhould be acquitted, in order to diſcourage 
thoſe that could tell moſt. The Terror he was in that Night Mr. Zawkſwood call d on him, to tell him the 
Murder was out: His whiſpering with his Wife, and their whinneling — together; his Backwardneſs to = 
go to Worceſter, which made Mr. Zawkſwood conclude he had brought them unacceptable News. [ See - - « 
Hawkſwood s Information above.] The care to ſtifle Evidence, by taking Depolitions for the Priſoner be- | | 
fore the Tryal, and ſwearing them before a Maſter in Chancery, to tye down the Witneſſes to what they 
had once ſaid inconliderately, and, as'tis to be fear d, more by others Direction than their own Knowlegde, 


M; akes about the Obligation of their Promiles and Curſes, te keep the Villany ſecret ; Tug 4 


nies, for no other end, as can be thought of, but to corrupt a Jury. Mr. Palmer's writing to the High- Sfx 
Sheriff, that he ſhould make his own Terms, if he would help him to a Jury. Next, their applying to Wile 75 
liam Getly, Bailiff of the Hundred of 0ſwalſlow, Mr. Palmer himſelf offering him Five Guineas, on the ga- Wea 
day b<torethe Aihzes, to ſpeak to the Jury for him; and adding, he ſhould baye whatever more he de- 1 
fired. His ſending one Humph. Heydon, with ſome Guineas, to him a ſecond time, as the Jury, want out 
from the Bar, if he would bur ſpeak to One or T wo of them to ſtand off for his Lifſe. ' 
5. Mr, Palmer would make one believe, be bad 4 tender Conſcie»-o, bur had Worbing elſe to trouble it, but bis 
owning vimpelj guilty of this Crime, in bopes of Life. But that whole Story is told bag Pens” 
6. He here a/icdges, That if he bad been guilty, be would have certainly fred, upon notice by John Hawkſwood, + 
of Hunt's Confeſſion, Hum made his Conteſſion about Twelve a Cleck at Night; . Hamtſwood went over 


7 * 
2 * 2 


tell Mr. Palmer that he was accus d, becauſe Hunt had not yet impeach d any one. On the contrary, he 


told him, He bcliev'd he would impeach no body, becauſe that Day, in the Priſon, Hum told him, Ihat { 
the Devil would tear him in pieces if he did. After Mr. Zawkſwood's Departure, there was à little time { 
for Counſel, or Eſcape; for, by Break of Day, Meſſengers came for him with Warrants, ' 1 


Mr. Symonds had provided an Horſe for his Eſcape, which was ſadd led, at the Door of the Houſe, where 
he was taken. And Allen, who was concern'd with Symonds in the Murder, at Bradforton, did actually en- 
dea vour to eſcape, and betray'd his Guilt at his Apprehenſion, and yet denied his knowledge of the Fact 
at the Gallows, {5 #3 | | £20 2 
7. As be 1 4 Dying Man, to the beſt of bis knowledge, be never ſaw Hunt, Hobbins, or Allen, before be came 
4. C40. Tis well he has qualified it to the beſt of bis knowiedge; For, on Worceſter-Fair Day, in the be- 
| ginning of September, before the Murder, he was ſeen, by * Capt. Hemings, with Hob- 
* See Mr. Hemings's bin and Symonds, at the Talbot, near the Croſs. And for Hunt, it may be true, that 
Depaſitions. he was not with him till the Night of the Murder; and then it was dark enough to i 
- , Juſtify an Equivocation. Hum owns, That he was prepar'd by Symonds and obs - bt 
bins, and that he never ſaw Mr. Palmer till the Execution of that execrable Fact. 5 | 
8. His next Plea for his Innocęnce is taken hence, That be could haue no end in it. He had a plentiful Eſtates. 
and bis Expectations jrom ber Death roſe but to 361. 4 Near. As plentiful as his Eſtate was, lie was always nee- 
dy of Money, when ſhe demanded Intereſt for her 1004. in his hands, and run much in debt with her. 
But his Eſtate, however he repreſents it, was ſhort of 100 J. a Year, unleſs h: adds to it an Eftate of 33 J. 
a Year, newly purchas'd, which was incumber'd with 500 J. Mortgage, the Intereſt of w hich Money and 
Taxes mult ſwallow up more than that Rent. And an 1001, a Year, as plentiful an Income as he would 
make it, will not do great Matters. If one had a mind to keep a Coach, *twould hardly do till the 361. 
a Year came in. Tho, after all, Hatred and Malice, as well as Gain, 1 Ger excite to the Under taking. 


tion of an Accomplice, whoſe Tettimony is corroborated by many Circumſtances, iu which the Accu- 5 
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